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Mx life bas for ſeveral years eas a 


theatre of calamity. I have been a mark 
for the vigilance of tyrariny, and I could 


been blaſted. My enemy has ſhown him- 
ſelf inacceſſible to intreaties a untired 
in perſecution. My fame, as well as ny 
happineſs, has become his victim. Every 


ä B * ' one, 
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not eſcape. My faireſt proſpects have 
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2 ADVENTURES OF 


one, as far as my ſtory has been known, 
has refuſed to aſſiſt me in my diſtreſs, 


and has execrated my name, I have not 


deſerved this treatment. My own con- 
ſcience witneſſes in behalf of that inno- 
gence my pretenſions to which are re- 
garded in the world as incredible. There 
is now however little hope that I ſhall 
eſcape from the toils that univerſally be- 


ſet me. I am incited to the penning of 


theſe memoirs, only by a deſire to divert 
my mind from the deplorableneſs of my 


firuation, and a faint idea that poſterity 


may by their means be induced to render 
me a juſtice which my contemporaries re- 
fuſe. My ftory will at leaſt appear to 
have that conſiſtency, which is ſeldom 
attendant but upon truth. DD” 

I was born of humble parents in a re- 
mote county of England. Their occu- 
pations were ſuch as uſually fall to the lot 
of peaſants, and they had no portion to 


give me e but an education free from the 


uſual 
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uſual e of depravity, and the inhe- 
ritance, long ſince loſt by their unfort 5 
nate progeny ! of an honeſt fame. I way 
| taught the rudiments of no ſcience, ex- 
cept reading, writing and arithmetic. But 
I had an inquiſitive mind, and neglected 
no means of information from converſa- 
tion or books. My improvement was 
greater than my condition in life afforded 
room to expect. 
Our reſidence was within the manor of 
Ferdinand: Falkland, a country quire 
of conſiderable opulence. At an early 
age I attracted the favourable notice of 
Mr. Collins, this gentleman's ſteward, 
who uſed to call in occaſionally at my 
| father's. He obſerved the particulars of 
my progreſs with approbation, and made 
a favourable report to his maſter of my 
induſtry and genius. | 
In the ſummer of the year Mr. 
Falkland viſited his eſtate in our county 
after an abſence of ſeveral months. This 
B 2 was 
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4 - ADVENTURES OF 


Was a period of misfortune to me. I was 
then eighteen years of age. My father 
lay dead in our cottage. I had loſt my 


mother ſome years before. In this for- 
lorn ſituation I was ſurpriſed with a meſ- 
ſage from the ſquire, ordering me to re- 


pair to the manhon-houſe the morning 


after my father's funeral. 
Though I was not a ſtranger to books, 


T had no practical acquaintance with 


men. I had never had occaſion to ad- 

dreſs a perſon of this elevated rank, and 
I felt no ſmall uneaſineſs and awe on the 

preſent occaſion. I found Mr. Falkland 
a man of ſmall ſtature, with an extreme 
delicacy of form and appearance. In 
place of the hard-favoured and inflexible 
viſages I had been accuſtomed to obſerve, | 


every muſcle and petty line of his coun- 


tenance ſeen:ed to be in an inconceivable 
degree pregnant with meaning. His 
manner was kind, attentive and humane. 
His eye was full of animation, but there 

. Was 


” CALER WILLIAMS, 6 
was a grave and ſad ſolemnity in' his air, 
which for want of experience imagined 
was the inheritance of the great, and ths 
inſtrument by which the diſtance between 
them and their inferiors was maintained. 
His lock beſpoke the unquietnels of his 
mind, and frequently wandered with an 
expreſſion of diſconſolateneſs and anx- 

iety. | E 
My reception was as gracious and en- 
couraging as I could poflibly defire. 
Mr. Falkland queſtioned me reſpecting 
my learning, and my conceptions of men 
and things, and liftened to my anſwers 
with condeſcenſion and approbation. 
This kindneſs ſoon reſtored to me a con- 
ſiderable part of my ſelf- poſſeſſion, though 
I ſtill felt reſtraived by the graceful, but 
unaltered dignity of his carriage. I have 
already ſaid that I was not unacquainted 
with books. I had not failed to derive 
advantage from the opportunities which 
offered themſelves, and ſome of thoſe 
B23 +: 
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6 ADVENTURES OP | 


opportunities were of very fortunate oc- 


currence. But it is not my purpoſe to 
draw out this narrative by unneceſſary 
detail; I leave the reader to collect what 


my acquiſitions had been from the inci- 
dents which followed. When Mr, Falk- 


tand had ſufficiently ſatisfied his curio- 
ſity, he proceeded to inform me that he 
was in want of a ſecretary, that I ap- 
peared to him ſufficiently qualified for 
that office, and that, if in my preſent 
change of fituation occaſioned by the 
death of my father l approved of the 


employment, he would take me into o his 


family. 
I felt highly flattered bylk the propoſal, 


and was warm in the expreſſion of my 


acknowledgements. I ſet eagerly about 
the diſpoſal of the little property my fa- 


ther had left, in which J was afliſted by 
Mr. Collins. I had not now a relation, 


upon whole kindneſs and interpoſition 1 
had any direct claim, in the world. But, 


far 


*, 
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far from regarding this deſerted fituation 
with terror, I formed golden viſions of 
the ſtation I was about to occupy. I little 
ſuſpected that the gaiety and lightneſs of 
heart I had hitherto enjoj ed were upon 


the point of leaving me for ever, and that 


the reſt of my days were devoted to 
milery and alarm. 

My employment was uhh and agree- 
able. It conſiſted partly of the tran- 
ſcribing and arranging certain papers, 
and partly of writing from my maſter's 
dictation letters of buſineſs, as well as 


| ſketches of literary compoſition. Many 


of theſe latter conſiſted of an analytical 
ſurvey of the plans of different authors, 
and conjectural. ſpeculations upon hints 
they afforded, tending either to the de- 
tection of their errors or the carrying for- 
ward their diſcoveries. All of them bore 
powerful marks of a profound and ele- 
gant underſtanding, well ſtored with li- 
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8 8 ADVENTURES or 


terature, and poſſeſſed of an uncommon 


ſhare of activity and diſcrimination. 
My ſtation was in that part of the 
houſe which was appropriated for the 


reception of books, it being my duty to 
perform the functions of librarian as well 


as ſecretary. Here my hours would have 
glided in tranquillity and peace, had not 
my ſituation included in it circumſtances. 


totally different from thoſe which attend- 
ed me in my father's cottage. In early 
life my mind had been almoſt wholly en- 


groſſed by reading and reflexion. My 


Intercourſes with my fellow mortals were 
- occaſional and ſhort, But in my new 
reſidence I was excited by every motive 
of intereſt and curioſity to ſtudy my 


maſter's character, and I found in it an 
ample field for ſpeculation and conjec- 


ture. 


His mode of living was in the utmoſt 
degree recluſe and ſolitary. He had no 
inclination 
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CALEB WILLIAMS, | 9 


inclination to ſcenes of revelry and mirth. 


He avoided the buſy haunts of men; nor 


did he ſeem deſirous to compenſate for i 
this privation by the confidence of friend- 
ſhip. He appeared a total ſtranger to 
every thing which uſually bears the ap- 
pellation of pleaſure. His features were 
ſcarcely ever relaxed iato a ſmile, nor did 


that air which beſpoke the unhappineſs 


of his mind, at any time forſake them. 


Fet his mannèxs were by no means ſuch 


as denoted moroſeneſs and miſanthropy. 
He was compaſſionate and conſiderate 
for others, though the ſtatelineſs of his 
carriage anch the reſerve of his temper 
were at no time interrupted. His Pr” 
pearance and general behaviour might 
have ſtrongly intereſted all perſons in his 
favour; but the coldneſs of his addreſs. 
and the impenetrableneſs of his ſenti- 


ments ſeemed to forbid thoſe demonſtra- 
tions of kindneſs to which one might 
| otherwiſe have been prompted - 


Ws. n 
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Such was the general appearance of 
Mr. Falkland ; but his temper was ex- 
tremely unequal. The diftemper which 
afflicted him with inceſſant gloom, had 
its paroxyſms. Sometimes he was haſty, 
peeviſh and tyrannical ; but this pro- 
ceeded rather from the torment of his 
mind than an unfeeling difpoſition, and, 
when reflexion recurred, he appeared 
willing that the weight of his misfortune | 
ſhould fall wholly upon himſelf. Some- 
times he entirely loſt his ſelf-poſſeſion, 
And his behaviour was changed into ek. 
zy. He would ftrike his. fankend, his 
| brows became knit, his features d ſtorted, 
and his teeth ground one againſt the 
other. When he felt the approach of _ 
theſe ſymptoms, he would ſuddenly riſe, 
and, leaving the occupation whatever it 
was in which he was engaged, haſten 
into a ſolitude upon which no > perſon | 


dared to intrde. 4) 


I mult not be — that the ads 
of 
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of what I am deſcribing was viſible to 
the perſons about him; nor indeed was 
I acquainted with it in the extent here 
ſtated, but after a conſiderable time, and 


in gradual ſucceſſion. With reſpect to 


the domeſtics in general, they ſaw but 
little of their maſter. None of them, 


except myſelf from the nature of my 


functions, and. Mr. Collins from the an- 
tiquity of his ſervice and the reſpectable- 
neſs of his character, approached Mr. 
Falkland, but at ſtated ſeaſons and for a 
very ſhort interval. They knew him only 


by the benevolence of his actions and 


the principles of inflexible integrity by 
which he was ordinarily guided; and, 
though they would ſometimes indulge 
their conjectures reſpecting his ſingulari- 
ties, regarded him upon the whole with 


| veneration as a being of a ſuperior order. 


One day when I had been about three 
months in the ſervice of my patron, I 
went into a cloſet or {mall apartment 


B 6 which 
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which was ſeparated from the library by 


a narrow gallery that was lighted! by a 
ſmall window near the roof. I had con- 


ceived that there Was no perſon in the 


room, and went only to put any thing i in 
order that I might find out of its place. 
As I opened the door, 1 heard at the 
ſame inſtant a deep groan expreſſive of 
intolerable anguiſn. The ſound of the 
dcor in opening ſeemed to alarm the per- 
ſon within; I heard the lid of a cheſt 
haſtily ſnut, and the noiſe as of faſtening a 
lock. I immediately conceived that Mr. 
Falkland was there, and was going haſ- 
tily to retire; but at that moment a voice 


that ſeemed ſupernaturaily tremendous 


exclaimed, Who is there? The voice was 
Mr. Falkland's. The ſound of it thrill. 
ed my very vitals. I endeavoured to an- 
ſwer, but my ſpeech failed, and being 
incapable of any other reply, I inſtinc- 
tively advanced within the door into the 
room. Mr. Falkland was juſt riſen from 

5 „ the 
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: hs floor upon which he had been firting 
or kneeling, His countenance betrayed 
ſtrong ſymptoms of confuſion, With a 
violent effort however theſe ſymptoms 
ſuddenly vaniſhed, and inſtantaneouſſy : 
gave place to a countenance {parkling 
with rage, Villain, cried he, what has 
brought you here? 1 heſitated a confuſed | 
and irreſolute anſwer. Wretch, inter- 
rupted Mr. F alkland with vncontrolable 
impatience, you want to ruin me. You. 
ſet yourſelf as a ſpy upon my actions. 
But bitterly ſhall you repent your inſo- 
lence. Do you think you ſhall watch 
my privacies with impunity? I attempted 
to defend myſelf. Begone, devil! re- 
joined he. Quit the room, or I will 
trample you into atoms. Saying this, 
he advanced towards me. But I was al- 
ready ſufficiently terrified, and vaniſhed 
in a moment. I heard the door ſhut 
after me with violence, and thus ended 
this extraordinary ſcene, | 
| = 1 
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1 ſaw him again in the evening, and 
he was then tolerably compoſed, His 


behaviour, which was always kind, was 


now doubly attentive and ſoothing. He 
ſeemed to have ſomething of which he 
wiſhed to diſburthen his mind, but to 
want words in which to convey it. I 
looked at him with anxiety and affection. 


He made two unſucceſsful efforts, ſhook 
| his head, and then, putting five guineas 


into my hand, preſſed it in a manner that 
I could feel proceeded from a mind preg- 
nant with various emotions, though I 
could not interpret them. Having done 


this, he feemed immediately to recollect 


himſelf, and to take refuge in the uſual 
diſtance and ſolemnity of his manner. 
I eaſily underſtood that ſecrecy was one 


of the things expected from me, and in- 


deed my mind was too much diſpoſed to 
meditate upon what I had heard and ſeen, 
to make it a topic of indiſcriminate com- 
munication, Mr. Collins however and 
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myſelf - happened to- ſup together that 


evening, which was but ſeldom the caſe, 


his avocations obliging him to be much 
abroad. He could not help obſerving 


an uncommon dejection and anxiety in 
my countenance, and affectionately en- 


quired into the reaſon. I endeavoured 


to evade his queſtions, but my youth and 
ignorapce of the world gave me but 
little advantage for that purpoſe. Beſide 
this, I had been accuſtomed to view Mr. 
Collins with conſiderable attachment, and 


I conceived from the nature of his ſitua- 


tion that there could be but ſmall impro. 


priety in making him my. confident in 


the preſent inſtance. I repeated to him 


| minutely every thing that had paſſed, and 
3 concluded with a ſolemn declaration that, 
though treated with caprice, I was not 


anxious for myſelf : no inconvenience or 


danger to myſelf ſhould ever lead me ta 
a puſillanimous behaviour; and I felt 
only for my mater, who, with every ad- 
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vantage for happineſs, and being in the 
higheſt degree worthy of it, ſeemed fared 
to undergo unmerited diſtreſs, 

"In anſwer to my communication Mr, 
ohms informed me that ſome incidents 
of a nature ſimilar to that which ] relat- 
ed had fallen under his own knowledge, 
and that from the whole he could not 
help concluding that our unfortunate pa- 
tron was at times diſordered in his intel- 
lects. Alas, continued he, it was not al- 


ways thus! Ferdinando Falkland was 


once the gayeſt of che gay. Not indeed 
of that frothy fort, who excite contempt 
inſtead of admiration, and whoſe levity 
argues thoughtleſsneſs rather than feli- 
city. His gaiety was always accompa- 


be nied with dignity. It was the gaiety of 


the hero and the ſcholar. It was chaſ- 
tened with reflexion and ſenſibility, and 
never loſt ſight either of good taſte or 
humanity. Such as it was however, it 
denoted a genuine hilarity of heart, gave 

an 
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an inconceivable brilliancy to his. com- 


pany and converſation, and rendered him 


the perpetual delight of the diverſified 
circles he then willingly frequented. You 
ſce nothing of him, my dear Williams, 


but the ruin of that Falkland, who was 


courted by ſages, and adored. by the fairs 
His youth, diſtinguiſhed in its outſet by 
the moſt generous promiſe, is tarniſhed. 


His ſenfibiliry i 1s ſhrunk up and withered 


by events the moſt diſguſtful to his ele 


- 
ings. His mind was fraug| all 


the rhapſodies of viſionary honour z 1 5 


in his ſenſe nothing but the groſſer part, 


the mere ſhell of Falkland, was capable 
to ſurvive the wound that his * Ne. 


ſuſtained. 


Theſe reflexions of my friend Collins 
ſtrongly tended to inflame my curioſity, 
and I requeſted him to enter into a more 


copious explanation. With this requeſt 
he readily complied; as conceiving that, 
whatever delicacy. it became him to ex- 


1 erciſe 
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erciſe in ordinary caſes, it would 1 out 


of place in my ſituation, and thinking it 
not improbable that Mr. Falkland, but 
for the diſturbance and inflammation of 


his mind, would be diſpoſed to a fi milar | 


communication. I ſhall join to Mr. 


Collins's ſtory various information which 


1 afterwards received from other quarters, 
that I may give all poſlible perſpicuity 
to the ſeries of events. To the reader it 


2 appear at firſt ſight as if this detail 


7 preceding life of Mr. Falkland 


were foreign to my hiſtory, Alas, I 
know from bitter experience that it is 


otherwiſe. My heart bleeds at the re- 
collection of his misfortunes as if they 


were my own. How can it fail to do 
ſo? To his ſtory the whole fortune of 
my life was linked; becauſe he was mi- 
ſerable, my happineſs, my name, and my 


exiſtence have been irretrievably blaſted, 


2 
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gination was purged by a certain infuſion 
of philoſophy, he conceived that there 
was in the manners depicted by theſe ce- 


of heroiſm that his fancy ſuggeſted, 


7 
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Adis the W authors of his 


early years were the heroic poets of Italy. 
From them he imbibed the love of chi- 


valry and romance. He had too much 
good ſenſe to regret the times of Charle- 


magne and Arthur. But, while his ima- 


lebrated poets, ſomething to imitate, as 


well as ſomething to avoid. He believed 


that nothing was ſo well calculated to 
make men delicate, gallant and humane, 


as a temper perpetually alive to the ſen- 
timents of birth and honour. The opi- 


nions he entertained upon theſe topics 
were illuſtrated in his conduct, which 
was aſliduouſly conformed to the model 
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With theſe ſentiments he ſet out upon 


his travels at the age at which the grand 


tour is uſually made, and they were ra- 


ther confirmed than ſhaken by the ad- 


ventures that befel him. By inclination 
he was led to make his longeſt ſtay in 
Italy, and here he ſell into company with 
ſeveral young noblemen whoſe ſtudies 


and principles were congenial to his own. 
By them he was aſſiduouſſy courted and 
treated with the moſt diſtinguiſhed ap- 


plauſe. They were delighted to meet 
with a foreigner who had imbibed-all the 


peculiarities of the moſt liberal and ho- 
nourable. among themſelves. 


ſofter ſex. Though his ſtature were 
ſmall, his perſon had an air of un- 
common dignity. His dignity was then 
heightened by certain additions which 


were afterwards obliterated, an expreſſion | 
of frankneſs, ingenuity and unreſerve, 


and a ſp'rit of the moſt ardent enthu- 
1 ſiaſm. 


Nor was 
he leſs favoured and admired by the 
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fiaſm. Perhaps no Engliſhman was ever 


in an equal 8 idoliſed by the inha- 


bitants of Italy. 

It was not polible for bn to have 
drank ſo deeply of the fountain of chi- 
valry without being engaged occaſion- 


ally in affairs of honour, all of<which 


were terminated in a manner that would 


not have diſgraced the chevalier Bayard 


himſelf. In Italy the young men of rank 
divide themſelves into two claſſes, thoſe 
who adhere to the pure principles of an- 
cient. gallantry, and thoſe who, being 


actuated by the ſame acute ſenſe of injury 


and inſult, accuſtom themſelves to the 
employment of hired bravoes as their in- 


ſtruments of vengeance. The whole dif- 
ference indeed conſiſts in the precarious: ; 


application of a. geverally received diſ- 
tinction. The moſt gent rous Italian ſtill 
conceives that there are certain perſons 


I whom 1 It would be contamination to call 
into the open field. He nevertheleſs be- 
A lieves 
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lieves that an indignity cannot be expi- 
ated but with blood, and is perſuaded 
that the life of a fellow creature is a very 
trifling conſideration in compariſon with 
the indemnification to be made to his in- 


: jured honour. There is therefore ſcarcely 


any Italian that would upon ſome occa- 
ſions ſcruple aſſaſſination. Men of ſpirit 
among them, notwithſtanding the preju- 


dices of their education, cannot fail to 


have a ſecret conviction of its baſeneſs, 
and will be deſirous of extending as far 
as poſſible the: cartel of honour, Real 
or affected arrogance teaches others to 
regard almoſt the whole human ſpecies 
as their interiors, and of conſequence in- 


cites them to gratify their ' vengeance 


without danger to their perſons. Mr. 
Falkland fell in with ſome of theſe. But 
his undaunted ſpirit and reſolute tem- 


per gave him a deciſive advantage even 
in ſuch perilous rencounters. One in- 


* 


ſtance among many of his manner of 
conducting 
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| conducting himſelf among this proud and 
high ſpirited people, it may be proper 
to relate. Mr. Falkland is the principal 


agent in my hiſtory ; and Mr. Falkland, 


in the autumn and decay of his vigour 
ſuch as I found him, cannot be com- 
pletely underſtood without a knowledge 


of his previous character as it was in all 


the gloſs of youth, yet unaſſailed by ad- 


verſity, and unbroken in upon by * 


or remorſe. . 
At Rome he was received with parti- 


cular diſtinction at the houſe of marquis 


Piſani, who had an only daughter, the 


heir of his immenſe fortune, and the ad- 


| miration of all the young nobility of that 


metropolis. Lady Lucretia Pifani was 
tall, of a dignified form and uncommon- 
ly beautiful. She was not deficient in 


7 amiable qualities, but her ſoul was 
haughty, and her carriage not unfre- 
| quently contemptuous, Her pride was 
7 nouriſhed by: the conſciouſneſs of her 


charms, 
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charms, by her elevated rank and the 
univerſal adoration ſhe was en 
to receive. 
Among her numerous lovers count 
Malveſi was the individual moſt favour- 
ed by her father, nor did his addreſſes 
ſeem indifferent to her. The count was 
a man of conſiderable accompliſhments, 
and of great integrity and benevolence 
of diſpoſition. But he was too ardent a 
lover to be able always to preſerve the 
affability of his temper. The admirers, 
whoſe addreſſes were a ſource of gratifi- 
cation to his miſtreſs, were a perpetual 
torment to him. Placing his whole hap- 
pineſs in the poſſeſſion of this imperious 
beauty, the moſt trifling circumſtances 
were capable of alarming him for the ſe- 
curity of his pretenſions. But moſt of 
all he was jealous of the Engliſh cava- 
lier. The marquis Piſani, who had 


ſpent many years 1n France, was by no 
means partial to the ſuſpicious precau- 
| tions 
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tions of Italian fathers, and indulged his 
daughter in conſiderable freedoms. His 
houſe and his daughter, within certain 


judicious reſtraints, were open to the re- 
| fort of male viſitants. But above all 


Mr. Falkland, as a foreigner, and a per- 
ſon little likely to form pretenſions to 
the hand of Lucretia, was received upon f 
2 footing of great familiarity. The lady 
herſelf, conſcious of her innocence, en- 
tertained no ſcruple about trifles, and 


acted with the confidence and frankneſs 
of one who is ſuperior to ſuſpicion. 


Mr. Falkland, after a reſidence of ſe- 
veral weeks at Rome, proceeded to Na- 
ples. Mean while certain incidents oc- 
curred that delayed the intended nuptials 


of the heireſs of Piſani. gs 'he re- 
1 


turned to Rome count Malveſi was ab- 
ſent. Lady Lucretia, who had been 
conſiderably amuſed before with the con- 
verſation of Mr. Falkland, and who had 


an active and enquiring mind, had con- 
Lo ceived 


3 
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ceived in the interval between his firſt 
and ſecond reſidence at Rome a paſſion 
for learning the Engliſh language, in- 
ſpired by the lively and ardent encomi- 
ums of our beſt authors that ſhe had 
heard from their countryman. She had 
provided herſelf with the uſual imple- 
ments for that purpoſe, and made ſome 
progreſs during his abſence. But upon 
his return ſhe was defirous of making 
uſe of the opportunity which, if miſſed, 
might never occur again with equal ad- 
vantages, of reading ſelect paſſages of 
our poets in company with an Engliſh- 
man of uncommon taſte and capacity. 
This propoſal neceſſarily led to a more 
frequent intercourſe. When count Mal- 
veſi returned, he found Mr. Falkland 
eſtabliſhed almoſt as an inmate of the 
Piſani palace. His mind could not fail 
to be ſtruck with the criticalneſs of the 
ſituation. He was perhaps ſecretly con- 
ſcious that the qualifications of the Eng- 
| | ff 
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liſhman were ſuperior to his own, and he 


trembled for the progreſs that-each of 


them might have made in the affection 
of the other, even before they were aware 
of the danger. He believed that the 
match was in every reſpect ſuch as to 


flatter the ambition of Mr. Falkland, 


and he was ſtung even to madneſs by the 
idea of being deprived of the object 

| deareſt to his heart oy this inſolent up- 
| ſtart. 


He had however a Caffcient ſhare of 


- diſcretion to go firſt to demand an expla- 


nation of lady Lucretia, She in the 


galety of her heart trifled with his anx- 


iety, His patience was already exhauſt- 


ed, and he proceeded in his expoſtula- 
tion in language that it was by no means 
poſſible for her to endure with apathy. 
Lady Lucretia had always been accuſ- 
tomed to deference and ſubmiſſion; and 


having got over ſomething like terror 
that was at firſt inſpired by the imperi- 
1 | ous 
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- ; | . , 
ous manner in which ſhe was now cate- 


chiſed, her next fecling was that of the 


warmeſt reſentment. She diſdained to 


ſatisfy ſo inſolent a queſtioner, and even 


indulged herſelt in ſome oblique hints 
calculated to ſtrengthen his ſuſpicions. 
For tome time ſhe deſcribed his folly and 


preſumption in terms of the moſt ludi- 


crous lar caſm, and then ſuddenly chang- 


ing her ſtyle, bid him never let her ſee 
him more except upon a footing of the 
moſt diſtant acquaintance, as ſhe was de- 


termined never again to ſubject herſelf 


to ſo unworthy and inexcuſable a treat- 


ment. She was happy that he had at 
length diſcloſed to her his true character, : 
and would well know how to profit of [ 
her preſent experience to avoid a repeti- f 
tion of the ſame danger. All this paſſed 3 


in the full career of the paſſions on both 


ſides, and lady Lucretia had no time to 


rellect what might be the conſequence of 
having thus exaſperated her lover. 


Count 
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Ob Malveſi left her in all the tor- 
He believed that this 
was a premeditated ſcene to find a pre- 
tence for breaking off an engagement 


that was already all but concluded; 


rather his mind was racked with a thou- 
ſand conjectures, he alternately thought 


that the injuſtice might be hers or his 
own, and he quarrelled with lady Lu- 


cretia, himſelf and all the world. In this 


temper of mind he haſtened to the hotel 
of the Englith cavalier, 
of expoſtulation was now over, and he 


The moment 


found himſelf irreſiſtibly impelled to juſ- 


tify his precipingge conduct with the 


lady, by taking for granted that the 
proſperous amours of F. Falkland were be- 
yond the reach of doubt. 5 
Mr. Falkland was at home. The 
firſt words of the count were an abrupt 
accuſation of duplicity in the affair of 
lady Lucretia, and a challenge. The 


_ Engliſhman had an unaffected eſteem for 
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Malveſi, who was in reality a man of 


conſiderable merit, and who had been 
one of Mr. Falkland's earlieſt Italian ac- 
quaintance, they having originally met 
at Milan. But more than this, the poſſi- 


her haughtineſs might endeavour to dif- 
guiſe it, ſhe was impreſſed with a tender 
regard for count Malveſi, He could 


his ſhould interrupt the proſpects of ſo 
deſerving a pair. Guided by theſe ſen- 
timents he endeavoured to expoſtulate 


this reſpect were ineffectual. His anta- 
goniſt was drunk with choler, and would 
not }ften to a word that tended to check 


the impetuoſity of his thoughts, He N 


traverſed the room with perturbed ſteps, 


and 


ble conſequences of a duel in the preſent 
Inſtance burſt upon his mind. He had 
the warmeſt admiration for lady Lucre- 
ia, though his feelings were not thoſe of 
a lover: and he knew that, however 


not bear to think that any miſconduct of 


all his attempts in 


po 
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and even foamed with anguiſh and fury. 
Mr. Falkland, finding that every thing 
elſe was to no purpoſe, told the count 
that, if he would return tomorrow at the 
ſame hour he would attend him to any 
ſcene of action he would think proper to 
ſelect. 

From count Malveſi. Mr. Falkland 
immediately proceeded to che palace of 
Piſani. Here he found a conſiderable 
difficulty in appeaſing the indignation of 


lady Lucretia. Honour forbad him to 


diſcloſe the cartel he had received, though 


he was ſecretly determined never to draw 


his ſword in the preſent quarrel; other- 


wiſe that diſcloſure would immediately 
have operated as the ſtrongeſt motive 


with this diſdainful beauty. But, though 
ſhe feared a ſimilar defiance, yet the 
vague apprehenſion was not ſtrong 


enough to induce her without qualifi- 
cation to ſurrender all ſtatelineſs of her 


reſentment. Mr. F alkland however drew 
„ „ 5 ſo 
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ſo intereſting a picture of the diſturbance 
of count Malveſi's mind, and accounted 
in fo flattering a manner for the abrunt- 


neſs of his conduct, that this, together 
with the arguments he adduced, com- 


pleted the conqueſt of lady Lucretia's 
reſentment, Having thus far accom- 


pliſhed his purpoſe, he procceded to diſ- 


cloſe to her every thing that had paſſed. 

The next day count Malveſi appeared, 
punctual to his appointment, at Mr. 
Falkland's hotel. Mr. Falkland came 
to the door to receive him, but requeſted 
him to enter the houſe for a moment, as 
he had {till an affair of three minutes 2 


diſpatch. They proceeded to a parlour. 


Here Mr. Falkland left him, and pre- 
ſently returned leading in lady Lucretia 
herſelf, adorned in all her charms, and 
thoſe charms heightened upon the preſent i 
occaſion with a conſcioufneſs o the ſpi- 
rited and ges erous condeſcenſion ſhe now 


exerted. Mr. Falkland led her up to 
| the 
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the aſtoniſhed count ; and ſhe, gently 
laying her hand upon the arm of her 
lover, exclaimed with the moſt attractive 
grace, Will you allow me to retract the 


precipitate haughtineſs into which I was 


| betrayed ? The enraptured count, ſcarcely 
able to believe his ſenſes, threw himſelf 
upon his knees before her, and ſtammered 
out a reply, ſignifying that the precipi- 
tation had been all his own, that he only 
had any forgiveneſs to demand, and, 
though they might pardon, he could 
could never pardon himſelf for the ſacri- 
lege he had committed againſt her and 
this god-like Engliſhman. As ſoon as 
the firſt tumults =: his Joy were ſubſided, 
Mr. Falkland addreſſed him thus: 
„Count Malveſi, I feel the utmoſt plea- 
ſure in having thus by peaceful means 
diſarmed your reſentinent, and effected 
your happineſs. But I muſt confeſs you 
put me to a ſevere trial, My temper 1s 
not leſs impetuous and fiery than your own, 
C5 own, 
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have been thus able to ſubdue at. But - 
I conſidered that in reality the original 


blame was mine. Though your ſuſpi- 


cion was groundleſs, it was not abſurd. 


We have been trifling too much in the 


face of danger. I ought not, under the 


- preſent weakneſs of our nature and forms 
of ſociety, to have been ſo aſſiduous in 


my attendance upon this ' enchanting 


woman. It would have been little won - 


der, if, having ſo many opportunities, 
and playing the preceptor with her as I 


have done, I had been entangled before 
IT was aware, and hafboured a wiſh which 


I might -not afterwards have had the 


courage to ſubdue. I owed you an 
atonement for this imprudence. 


- « But the laws of honourare in the ut- 


moſt degree rigid, and there was reaſon to 


fear that, however anxious ] were to be 
your friend, I might be obliged to be 


your 6 Fortunately the reputa- 


tion 
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tion of my courage is ſufficientlyeſtabliſh- 


ec, not to expoſe it to any impeachment by 


my declining your preſent defiance. It 


was lucky however that in our interview 


of yeſterday you found me alone, and 


that accident by that means threw the 
management of the affair entirely into 


my diſpoſal. If the tranſaction ſhould 


become known, the concluſion will now 
become known along with the provo- 


fatisfied. But, if the 


cation, and I am 


challenge had been public, the proofs L- 
had formerly given of my courage would 


not have excuſed my preſent moderation 
and, though deſirous to have avoided the 


combat, it would not have been in my 


power. Let us hence each of us learn 


to avoid haſte and indiſcretion, the con- 


ſequences of which may be inexpiable 
but with blood; and may heaven bleſs 
you 1n a conſort of whom I deem you 
every way worthy !? g 

have already ſaid that this was by no 
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means the only inſtance in the courſe of 
his travels in which Mr. Falkland ac- 
quitted himſelf in the moſt brilliant 
manner as a man of gallantry and vir- 
tue. He continued abroad during ſeve- 
ral years, every one of which brought 
ſome freſh acceſſion to the eſtimation in 
which he was held, as well as to his own 
impatience of ſtain or diſhonour. At 
length he thought proper to return to 
England, with the intention of ſpending 
the reſt of his days at the ane of 
his anceſtors. 
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| From the moment of his taking a 


ſlep like this, dictated as it probably was 
by an unaffected principle ot duty, his mis. 
fortunes. took their commencement. All 
I have farther to ſtate of his hiſtory is one 


uninterrupted perſecution of a malignant 


deſtiny, a ſeries of adventures which 
ſeemed to take their riſe in various acct. 
dents, but pointing to one termination. 
Him they overwhelmed with an anguiſh 
he was of all others leaſt qualified to 
bear; and theſe waters of bitterneſs, 
extending beyond him, poured their 
deadly venom upon others, I my ſelf being 
the moſt unfortunate of their victims. 
The perſon in whom theſe calamities 
principally originated, was Mr. Falk- 


land's neareſt nei hbour, a man of eſtate 
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equal to his own, by name, Barnabas 


Tyrrel. This man one might at firſt 


have ſuppoſed of all others leaſt quali- 
fied from inſtruction, or inclined by the 
habits of his life, to-interfere with and 


diſturb the enjoyments of a mind ſo 


richly endowed as that of Mr, Falkland. 


Mr. Tyrrel might have paſſed far a true 
model of the Engliſh ſquire. He was 
very early left under the tuition of his 


mother, a woman of very narrow capa- 
city, and who had no other child. This 


mother ſeemed to think that there was 
nothing in the world ſo precious as her 


hopeful Barnabas. Every thing. muſt 
give way to his accommodation and ad- 
vantage; every one muſt yield the moſt 
ſervile obedience to his commands. He 


muſt not be teaſed or reſtricted by any 
forms of inſtruction; and of conſequence 


his proficiency even in the arts of writ- 


ing and reading was extremely ſlender. 


F rom his birth he was muſcular and 
ſturdy 5 


as 


IS 
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ſturdy ; and, confined to the ruelle of his 


mother, he made much ſuch a figure as the 


whelp-lion that a barbarian might have 


given for a lap-dog to his miſtreſs. But 


he ſoon broke looſe from theſe trammels, 
and formed an acquaintance with the 


groom and the game-keeper, Under their 
inftruction he proved as ready a ſcholar 
as he had been indocile and reſtive to 
the pedant who held the office of his 
tutor, It was now evident that his ſmall 
proficiency 1n literature was by no means 
to be aſcribed: to want of capacity. He 


diſcovered no contemptible ſagacity and 
quick-wittedneſs in the ſcience of horſe- 
fleſh, and was eminently expert in the 
arts of ſhooting, fiſhing and hunting. 


Nor did he confine himſelf t&theſe, but 
added the theory and practice of boxing, 


cudgel-play and quarter-ſtaff, Theſe | 
exerciſes added tenfold robuſtneſs and 
vigour to his former qualifications. His 


ſtature, when grown, was ſomewhat more 
. than 
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than ſix feet, and his form might have been 
ſelected by a painter as a model for that 


hero of antiquity, whoſe proweſs con fiſted | 
in felling an ox with his fiſt, and then 


| devouring him at a meal. Conſcious of 
his advantage in this reſpect, he was in- 


ſupportably arrogant, tyrannical to his 


activity of his mind, being diverted from 


the genuine field of utility and distinction. 1 
| ſhowed itſelf in the rude tricks of an | 
overgrown lubber. Here, as in all his | 


other qualifications, he roſe above his | 
diſpoſition in which they were generated, 


played, and the rough, ſarcaſtic wit with 
which they were accompanied. 


Mr. Tyrrel was by no means inclined 


to permit theſe extraordinary merits to 


reſt in oblivion, There was a weekly 


aſſembly 


29 
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inferiors, and inſolent to his equals. The Þ 


3 


competitors; and, if it had been poſſible | 
to overlook the callous and unrelenting 


you vould not have denied your ap- 
plauſe to the invention theſe freaks diſ- 


detcrence which Mr. 


* 
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aſſembly at the neareſt market. town, the 
reſort of all the rural gentry. Here he 
had hitherto figured to the greateſt ad- 
vantage, as grand maſter of the coterie, 
no one among them having an equal 


ſhare of opulence, and the majority, 
though {till pretending to the rank of 


gentry, greatly bis inferiors in this eſſen- 
tial article. The young men in this circle 
looked up to this inſolent baſhaw with 
timid reſpect, conſcious of the compa- 


rative eminence that unqueſtionably be- 


longed to the powers of his mind; and 
he well knew how to maintain his rank 
with an inflexible hand. Frequently 
indecd he relaxed his icatures, and af- 
ſumed a temporary appearance of affa- 
bleneſs and familiarity; but they found 
by experience, that. if any one, encou- 
raged by his condeſcenfion, forgot the 
_ Tyrrel conſidered 
as his due, he was ſoon taught to repent 
his prefumption. 
EE thougnt 


It was a tyger that 
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thought proper to toy with a mouſe, the 
little animal every moment in danger of 1 
being cruſhed by the fangs of his fero- 
cious aſſociate. As Mr. Tyrrel had a | 
conſiderable copiouſneſs of ſpeech and a | 
rich but undiſciplined imagination, he | 
| was always ſure of an audience. His: f 
neighbours crowded round, and joined in | 
the ready laugh, partly from obſequiouſ- 
neſs, and partly from unfeigned admira- 


tion. It frequently happened however 
that in the midſt of his good humour a 


characteriſtic refinement of tyranny would 


ſuggeſt itſelf to his mind. When his 
ſubjects, encouraged by his familiarity, 
had diſcarded their precaution, the way- 
ward fit would ſeize him, a ſudden cloud 


overſpread his brow, his voice transform 


from the pleaſant to the terrible, and a 
quarrel of a ſtraw immediately enſue with 
the firſt man whoſe face he did not like. 
Phe pleaſure that reſulted to others from 


the exuberant ſallies of his imagination : 


was 


hand by this rural Antzus. 
cendancy of his fortune, and his charac» 
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was therefore not unalloyed with ſudden 
qualms of apprehenſion and terror. It 
may be believed that this deſpotiſm did 
not gain its final aſcendancy without 
being conteſted in the outſet. But all 
oppoſition had been quelled with a high 
By the aſ- 


ter among his neighbours, he always 
reduced his adverſary to the neceſſity of 
encountering him at his own weapons, 


and did not diſmiſs him without making | 


him feel his preſumption through every 
Joint in his frame. The tyranny of Mr, 
Tyrrel would not have been fo patiently 
endured, had not his colloquial accom- 
pliſhments perpetually come in aid of 
that authority which his rank and prow- 
cls originally obtained. 

The fituation of our ſquire with the 
fair was ſtill more enviable than that 
which he maintained among perſons of 
bis own ſex. Every mother taught her 

daughter 
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daughter to conſider the hand of Mr. 
Tyrrel as the higheſt object of her ambi- 
tion, Every daughter regarded his ath- 
letic form and his acknowledged proweſs 
with a favourable eye. As no man was 
adventurous enough to conteſt his ſupe- 
riority, ſq hardly any woman in this pro- 
vincial circle would have ſcrupled to pre- 
fer his addreſſes to thoſe of any other 
admirer. His boiſterous wit had pecu- 
liar charms for them; and there was no 
ſpectacle more flattering to their vanity 
than the ſeeing this Hercules exchange 
his club for a diſtaff. It was pleaſing 
to them to conſider that the fangs of this 
wild beaſt, the very idea of which inſpi- 
red trepidation into the boldeſt hearts, 
might be prayed with by them with the 
utmolt ſecurity. | 
The arrival of Mr. Falkland gave a 
dreadful ſhock to the authority of Mr. 
Tyrrel. The diſpoſicion of the former 
by no means inclined him to withhold 


himſelf 2 
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himſelf from ſcenes of faſhionable reſort; 
and he and his competitor were like two 
ſtars fated never to appear at once above 
the horizon. The advantages that Mr. 
Falkland poſſeſſed in the compariſon are 
palpable ; and, had it been otherwiſe, 
the ſubjects of his ruſtic neighbour were 
ſufficiently diſpoſed to revolt againſt his 
- mercileſs dominion. They had hither- 
to ſubmitred not from love, but fear; 
and, if they had not actually rebelled, it 
was only for want of a leader. Even 
the ladies regarded Mr. Falkland with 
particular complacence. His poliſhed 
manners were admirably in uniſon with 
feminine delicacy. The fallies of his 
wit were far beyond thoſe of Mr. Tyrrel 
in variety and vigour; in addition to wt. 
which they had the advantage of having | vi 
their ſpontane us exuberance guided and = 
reſtrained by the ſagacity of a cultivated 
mind. The graces of his perſon were 
enhanced by the elegance of his deport- 
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ment; and the benevolence and libera- 
lity of his temper were upon all occaſions 
conſpicuous. It was common indeed to 
Mr. Tyrrel together with Mr. Falkland to 
be little acceſſible to ſentiments of awk- 
wardneſs and confuſion, But for this 
Mr. Tyrrel was indebted to a ſelf-ſatis- 
fied effrontery and a boiſterous and over- 
bearing elocution by which he was ac- 
cuſtomed to diſcomfit his aſſailants; 
While Mr. Falkland, with great ingenu- 
ity and candour of mind, was enabled, 
by his extenſive knowledge of the world 
and acquaintance with his own reſources, 
to perceive almoſt inſtantaneouſly the 
proceeding it moſt became him to 
adopt. fs OO: 
Mr. Tyrrel contemplated the progreſs 
of his rival with uneaſineſs and aver- 
ſion. He often commented upon it to 
his particular confidents as a thing alto- 
| gether inconceivable. Mr. Falkland he 
deſcribed as an animal that was beneath 
Nr contempt. 
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contempt. Diminutive and dwarfiſh in 


his form, he wanted to ſet up a new ſtan- 
dard of human nature adapted to his 


own miſerable condition. He wiſhed to 
perſuade people that the human ſpecies 
were made to be nailed to a chair, and to 
pore over books. He would have them 
exchange thoſe robuſt exerciſes which 
made us joyous in the performance and 
vigorous in the conſequences, for ge 
wiſe labour of ſcratching our heads for 
a rhyme and counting our fingers for a 
verſe. Monkeys were as good men as 
theſe. A nation of ſuch animals would 
have no chance with a ſingle regiment 


of the old Engliſh votaries of beef and 


pudding. For his own part he never 
ſaw any thing. come of learning but to 
make people foppiſh and impertinent ; 


and a ſenſible man would not wiſh any 


worſe calamity to the enemies of his na- 


tion than to ſee them run mad after ſuck 
pernicious abſurdities. It was impoſi- 
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4 ADVENTURES or 
ble that people could ſeriouſly feel any 
liking for ſuch a ridiculous piece of 
*goods as this outlandiſh, foreign-made 


Engliſhman. But he knew very well 
how it was; it was all a miſerable piece 
of mummery that was played only in ſpite 
to him. But God for ever blaſt his 


_ ſoul,\if he were not bitterly revenged 


upon them all! 

If ſuch were the ſentiments of Mr. 
Tyrrel, his patience found ample exer- 
ciſe in the language which was held by 
the reſt of his neighbours on the ſame 
ſubject. While he ſaw nothing in Mr. 
Falkland but matter for contempt, they 


appeared to be never weary of recount- 


ing his praifes. Such dignity, ſuch af- 
fability, ſo perpetual an attention to the 
happineſs of others, ſuch delicacy of ſen- 
timent and expreſſion ! Learned without 
oſtentation, refined without foppery, ele- 
. gant without effeminacy! Perpetually anx- 
10us to prevent his ſuperiority either in 


wealth | 
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wealth or accompliſhments Gab being 


painfully felt, it was felt ſo much the 
more certainly, and excited congratula- 


tion inſtead of envy in the ſpectator, It 
is hardly neceſſary to remark that the. 


revolution in this caſe belongs to one of 
the moſt obvious features of the human 
mind. The rudeſt exhibition of art is 


at firſt admired; till a nobler is pre- bs 


ſented, and we are taught to wonder at 
the facility with which before we had 


been ſatisfied. Mr. Tyrrel thought there 


would be no end to the commendation; 


and expected when their common ac- 


quaintance would fall down and adore 
him. The moſt inadvertent expreſſion 


of applauſe towards his rival inflicted 
upon him the torment of demons. . He 


writhed with agony, his features became 
diſtorted, and his looks inſpired terror. 


Such ſuffering would probably have 


ſoured the kindeſt temper; what muſt 
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have been its effect upon Mr. Tyres, | 
always fierce, unrelenting and abrupt? 

The advantages of Mr. Falkland ſeem- 
ed by no means to diminiſh with their 
novelty. Every new ſufferer from Mr. 
Tyrrel's tyranny immediately went over 
to the ſtandard of his adverſary. The 
ladies, though treated by their ruſtic 
_ Twain with more gentleneſs than the men, 
were occaſionally expoſed to Kis capri- 
ciouſneſs and inſolence. They could 
not help remarking the contraſt be- 
tween theſe two leaders in the fields of | 
Venus, the one of whom paid no atten- 
tion to any one's pleaſure, but his own, 
while the other ſeemed all good humour 
and benevolence. It was in vain that 
Mr. Tyrrel endeavoured to reſtrain the 
ruggedneſs of his character. His mo- 
tive was impatience, his thoughts were 
gloomy, and his courtſhip was like the 
pawings of an elephant. It appeared as 
if his temper were more human while 
| 2 7 #7 "HE 


aLEB WILLIAMS. © 51 


he had indulged it in its free bent, than 


now that he ſullenly endeavoured to * | 


fetters upon its exceſſes. 
Among the ladies of the village 1 


ſembly already mentioned there was none 


that ſeemed to engage more of the kind- 


neſs of Mr. Tyrrel than miſs Harding- 


ham. She was alſo one of the few that 
had not yet gone over to the enemy, 


either becauſe ſhe really preferred the 


gentleman who was her oldeſt acquaint- 


ance, or conceiving from calculation 
that this conduct would beſt inſure ſuc- _ 


ceſs to her object in a huſpand. One 


day however ſhe thought proper, pro- 
bably only by way of temporary experi- 


ment, to ſhow Mr. Tyrrel that ſhe could 


engage in hoſtilities, if he ſhould at any 
time give her ſufficient provocation. 
She accordingly ſo adjuſted her manceu- 
vres as to be engaged by Mr. Falkland 
as his partner for the dance of the even- 


ing, though without the ſmalleſt inten- 
"D's tion 
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tion on the part of that gentleman of 


giving offence to his country neighbour. 


A ſhort time before the dances began, 


Mr. Tytrel went up to his fair innamo- 


rata, and entered into ſome trifling 
converſation with her to fili up the 
time, as intending in a few minutes to 


lead her forward to the field. He had 


accuſtomed himſelf to neglect the cere- 
mony of ſoliciting beforehand a prob 
miſe in his favour, as not ſuppoſing it 
poſſible that any one ſhould dare to diſ- 


pute his beheſts; and, had it been other- 
-wile, he would have thought the. forma- 


lity unneceſſary in this caſe, his general 
preference to mils. Fami tem mag 
ſufficiently notorious. _ 

While he was thus engaged, Mr. 
Falkland came up. Mr. Tyrrel always 
regarded him with averſion and loath- 
ing. Mr. Falkland hqwever flided in a 


- graceful and unaffected manner into the 


converſation that was already begun, and 
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the well-meaning ingenuouſneſs of his 
manner was ſuch, as might for the time 
have difarmed the devil of his malice. 


Mr. Tyrrel probably conceived that his 


accoſting miſs Hardingham might be 


only an accidental piece of general ce- 
remony, and expected every moment 
when he would withdraw to another 


. part of the room. Still he ſtaid, as if 


determined to tire out the patience of 


IP 


| the ruſtic. OL | 


.\ The. company now egen to be in 
motion for the dance, and Mr. Falkland 
informed miſs Hardingham that it was 
time to advance,—Sir, interrupted Mr. 
Tyrrel abruptly, that lady is my part- 


ner, —I think not, fir: I apprehend the 
lady has done me that favour, and Iam very 


ſure ſhe has not promiſed herſelf to both. 


—1 tell you, fir, ſhe is mine: I pretend 
to think that I have ſome intereſt in 
| that lady's affections; and I will ſuffer 
no man to intrude upon my claims. — 
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The lady s affections are not the ſubject 
of the preſent queſtion. —And pray, what 
is the ſubject? Obſerve, fir, I will not 

recede,—Mr. Tyrrel, there is no need of 
altercation in the preſeiit buſineſs : the 

maſter of the ceremonies is the proper 
perſon to decide; and, as neither of us 
can intend to diſturb: the good humour 
of the. aſſembly, or exhibit our valour 
before the ladies, we ſhall either of us 


chearfully ſubmit to his verdict.— | 


Damn me, fir, if J underſtand—Softly, 
Mr. Tyrrel. It really. is not worth the: 
while of either of us to quarrel about a 75 
queſtion that the forms of good com- 
pany have long ago deciged. I intend- 
ed you no offence. But, ſir, I ſhall be 
reſolute in aſſerting that to which I have 
once acquired a claim. And you will 
pleaſe to obſerve that it is not my cuſ- 
tom to ſubmit to any RR liber- 
ties. „ 
Mr. F alkland uttered theſe words 
with 


— 
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with the moſt even temper. in the world. 
There was not in his manner the ſlight- 
eſt appearance of defiance, The words, 
delivered with a certain tone, might 
have had the appearance of an affront. 
But they were uttered with the tone of a 
remonſtrance, calm, unaſſuming, and be- 
nevolent without being contemptuous:. 
Miſs Hardingham had begun to repent 
of her experiment, but her alarm was 
ſaddenly quieted by the irreſiſtible com- 
poſure of her new partner. Mr. Tyrre! 
walked away without anſwering a word. 
He muttered curſes as he went, which the 
laws of honour did not oblige Mr. Falk- 
land to overhgar, and which indeed it 
would have been no. eaſy taſk to have 
overheard with accuracy. Mr, Tyrrel 
would not perhaps have ſo eaſily given 
up his point, had not his own good 
ſenſe preſently. taught him that, how- 
ever eager he might be for revenge, this 
was not the ground he ſhould delire to 
D 4 e 
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occupy. Add to this, that unaccuſtom- 
ed as he was to ſtrenuous oppoſition, he 
was leſs prepared inſtantaneouſly to en- 
counter it; and indeed there was ſome- 
thing in Mr. F alkland's manner that ex- 


torted aſſent for the preſent, however 


prejudice might reaſſume its dominion. 
But, though Mr. Tyrrel could not 
openly reſent this rebellion. againſt his 

authority, he brooded over it in the re- 
_ ceſſes of a malignant mind; and it was 
evident enough that he was accumulat- 
ing materialy/ for a bitter account, to 
which he truſted that his e ſhould 
one Na be brought. N 


8 e 


zs Wala. Y 


CHAP. IV. 


Tas was ala one out wo innumer- "9 
able inſtances that every day ſeemed to = 
enlarge, of petty mortifications which 9 | 
Mr. r. Tyrrel was deſtined to endure on 1 
the part of Mr. Falkland. In every _ 1 
one of them Mr. Falkland conducted _ 
himſelf with ſuch propriety and unaf- 4 
fected mildneſs, as perpetually to make 
ſome addition to the ſtock of his repu- 
tation. The more Mr. Tyrrel ſtrug- F 
gled with his misfortune, the more-con- i 
ſpicuous and inveterate it became. A | 
thouſand times he curſed his ſtars, which 
took, as he apprehended, a malicious 
plegfare in making Mr. Falkland at 
every turn the inſtrument of his humi- 
nation. Smarting as he was under a 
ſucceſſion of untoward events, he ap» | if 
3 to feel in the moſt exquiſite man- 
D 5 ner 
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ner the diſtinctions paid to his adver- 
ſary, even in thoſe particulars to which 
he had not the ſlighteſt pretenſions. An 
inſtance of this ſpeedily occurred. 

Mr. Clare, a poet whoſe works have 
done immortal honour to the country 
that produced him, had lately retired, 
after a life ſpent in the ſublimeſt efforts 
of genius, to enjoy the produce of his 
economy and the reputation he had ae- 
quired, in this very neighbourhood. 
Such an inmate was looked up to by 
the country gentlemen with a degree 
ef adoration. They felt a conſcious 
pride in recollecting that the boaſt 
of England was a native of their vici- | 
nity, and they were by no means defi. 
..cient in gratitude to him, when they ſaw j 
him who had left them an adventurer, 
return into the midſt of them in the cloſe 
of his days crowned with honours and 
opulence. The reader is acquainted 
with his works; he — * dwelt 

upon 


 CALEB! WILLIAMS) 59. 


upon them with tranſport; and] need not 
remind him of their excellence. But he 
is perhaps a ſtranger to his perſonal qua- 
lifications. He does not know that his 


productions were ſcarcely more admir- 
able than his converfation, In company 
he ſeemed. to be the only perſon igno- 
rant of the greatneſs of nis fame. To. 
the world his writings will long remain 


a kind of ſpecimen of what the human 


mind is capable of performing; but no. 


man perceived their defects ſo acutely as. 


he, or ſaw ſo diſtinctly how much yet re- 
mained to be effected. He alone ap- 
peared to look upon his works with ſu- 


periority and indifference. One of the 5 


features that moſt eminently. diſtinguiſh- . 
ed him was a perpetual ſuavity of man- 
ners, a comprehenſiveneſs of mind, that 


regarded the errors of others without a 


partiele of reſentment, and made it im- 

poſſible for any one to be his enemy. 

e pointed out to men their. miſtakes., 
| D 6. "bf with 
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frankneſs and unreſerve : his remon-. 


ſtrances produced aſtoniſnment and con- 


viction, but without uneaſineſs to the 


party to whom they were addreſſed: they 
felt the inſtrument that was employed to 
correct their irregularities, but it never 
mangled what it was intended to heal. 


Such were the moral qualities that Giſ- 


tinguiſhed him among his acquaintance. 
Ie intellectual accompliſhments he 
. exhibited were. principally a tranquil 
and mild enthuſiaſm, and a richneſs of 
conception that dictated ſpontaneouſly 
to his tongue, and flowed with ſo much 
eaſe, that it was only by retroſpect you 
could be made aware of the amazing 
variety of ideas chat had been pre- 
ſented. 


Mr. Clare certainly found few men in 


this remote ſituation that wete capable of 
participating in his ideas and amuſements. 
It has not ſeldom been the weakneſs of 


great men to fly to ſolitude, and con- 
©. verſe 


—— 
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verſe with woods and groves, rather 
than with a circle of ſtrong and com- 
prehenſive minds like their own. From 
the moment of Mr. Falkland's arrival 


in the neighbourhood Mr. Clare diſtig- 
guiſhed him in the moſt flattering man- 


ner. To fo penetrating a genius there 
was no need of long experience and 5 
tient obſervation to diſcover the merits 


and defects of any character that preſent- 


ed itſelf. The foundations of his judg- 
ment had long ſince been accumula- 
ted, and at the cloſe of ſo illuſtrious a 
life he might almoſt be ſaid to ſee through 


nature at a glance. What wonder that 
he took ſome intereſt in a mind in a cer- 
tain degree congenial with his own ? But 
to Mr. Tyrrel's diſeaſed imagination 


every diſtinction beſtowed on another 


ſeemed to be expreſsly intended as an 


inſult to him. On the other hand Mr. 
Clare, though gentle and benevolent in 


his remonſtrances to 2 2 degre & that made - 


the 
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the taking of offence impoſſible, was by 


no means parſimonious of praiſe; or ſlow 
to make uſe of the deference that was 


paid him, for the purpoſe of doing jut- 


tice to merit. The pain which Mr. 
Fyrrel endured from this circumſtance. 


ur the preſent inſtance was extreme. 


It happened at one of thoſe public 


meetings at which Mr. Falkland and 
Mr. Tyrrel were preſent, that the con- 
verſation, in one of the moſt numerous 


knots into wich the company was. 
broken, turned upon the poetical talents 


of the former. A lady, Wo was preſent, 


and was diſtinguiſned for the acuteneſs of 
her underſtanding, ſaid, ſhe had been- 
favoured with the fight of a poem he 
had juſt written, entitled, an Ode to the 
Genius of Chivalry, which appeared to 
her of exquiſite merit. The curioſity 
of the company Was immediately ex- 
cited, and the lady added, ſhe had a 
copy in her pocket, which would be very 
= iich 


. 2 A K 
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much at their ſervice, provided its being 
thus produced would not» be diſagree- 
able to the author. The whole circle 
immediately intreated Mr. Falkland to 
eomply with their wiſhes; and Mr. Clare, 
\ who was one of the company, inforced 
their petition. Nothing gave this gentle- 
man ſo much pleaſure as to have an oppor- 
tunity of witneſſing and doing juſtice to 
the exhibition of intellectual excellence. 
Mr. Falkland had no falſe modeſty or 
affectation, and therefore readily yielded 
his conſent. If their kindneſs led them 
to expect too much, the loſs, he ſaid, was 
theirs. What he ought moſt to 2 
was to be ſet right, and he hoped he 
had fortitude enough tranquilly ta * 

the verdict of juſtice. 
Mr. Tyrrel accidentally fat at the ex- 
tremity of this circle. It cannot be ſup- 
poſed that the turn the converſation had 
taken was by any means agreeable to 
him. He — to wiſh to withdraw 
1940 himſelf 
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himſelf, but there was ſome unknown 
power that as it were by enchantment 
retained him in his place, and made him 
conſent'to drink to the dregs the bitter 
potion which envy had prepared for him. 

The poem was read to the reſt of the 
company by Mr. Clare, whoſe elocution 
was ſcarcely inferior to his other accom- 


plimments. Simplicity, diſcrimination 


and energy conſtantly attended him in the 


act of reading, and it is not eaſy to conceive 


a more refined delight than fell to the lot of 
thoſe who had the good fortune to be his 


auditors. The beauties of Mr. Falk- 


land's poem were accordingly exhibited 


with every advantage. The ſucceſſive 
Paſſions of the author were communi- 


cated to the reader. Every word was 
impreſſed with its true value, and none 
was brought forward with diſproportion- 
ed and elaborate emphaſis. The pictures 
conjured up by the creative fancy of the 


pcet were placed full to view, at one time 


over- 
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> werwhelming the ſoul with Crpertiiicus 
awe; and at another en e it t with | 
Inxutie beauty. | 5 5 

The character of the hearers upon this . 
occaſion has already been deſcribed. 
They were for the moſt part plain, un- 
lettered, and of little refinement. Poetry 
in general they read, when read at all, 
from the mere force of imitation and 
with few ſenſations of pleaſure but this 

poem had a peculiar vein of glowing 
" inſpiration. This very poem would pro- 
bably have been ſeen by many of them 
with little effect; but the rhetoric of Mr. 
Clare carried it home to the heart, He 
ended: and, as the countenances of his 
| auditors had before gone along with the 

paſſions of the compoſition, ſo now they 
emulated each other in giving language 
to their approbation. They were ſur⸗ 
priſed into a ſort of applauſe to which 
they were little accuſtomed. - One ſpoke, 
and another followed by a ſort of uncon- 
trolable 


75 
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trolable impulſe; and the rude and 
broken manner of their commendations 


rendered them the more ſingular and re- 
markable. But what was leaſt to be 


' endured was the behaviour of Mr. Clare. 
He returned the manuſcript to the lady 


from whom he had received it, and then 


turning to Mr. F alkland ſaid with em- 
phaſis and animation: Why, th 


. fir,. It is of the right ſtamp ; none of 
your hard eſſays ſtrained from the nine- 
fold labour of a pedant, or of your paſ- 


taral ditties moſt diſmally diſtreſſed in 
fearch of a meaning. We want ſuch 


people as you. But remember, young 
man, the muſe was not given to add new 

refinements to idleneſs, but for the deli- 
verance of the world. 

A moment after Mr. Clare had 3 
expreſſed himſelf, he quitted his ſeat, 
and with Mr. Falkland and two or three 
more withdrew. As ſoon as they were 
gone, Mr. T yreel edged farther i into the 
Circle. 


Us is well, 


f. 
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circle, Fe had bt Bg t Long i 8 


leemed ready to burſt with gall and indig- 


nation.” Mighty pretty verſes, ſaid he, 
half talking to himſelf, and not addreſſing 


any particular perſon: why, aye, the 


verſes are well enough. Damnation! I 


ſnould like to know what a Wir e un 


ſuch ſtuff is good for. 


Why, ſurely, ſaid che lady who had 


inte Mr. Falkland's ode on the 
preſent occaſion, you muſt M. that 


poetry is a very agreeable and ee 


amuſement. 


Elegant, quotha Why, look at this 


Falkland! A puny bit of a thing! In 


the devil's name, madam, do you think 
be would write poetry if he could do 155 


thing better? 


The converſation did not Py, here. 
The lady expoſtulated. Several otheg 
perſons, freſh from the ſenſation they had 
felt, put in their ſhare, Mr. Tyrrel 
grew more violent i in his invectives, and 


found 
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found eaſe in uttering them. The per- 


ſons who were ahle in any degree to check. 


his vehemence were withdrawn. - One 
ſpeaker after another ſhrunk back into 


| Hilence, too timid to oppoſe, or too indo- 


Hefit to contend with the fierceneſs of his 
paſſion, He found the appearance of his 
old aſcendancy ; but he felt its deceitful- 


neſs and uncertainty, and was gloomily 
diſſatisfiec. | 


In his return from this aſſembly he was 


accompanied by a young man whom ſimi- 


litude of manners had rendered one of 


his principal confidents, and whoſe road 


home was in, part the ſame as his own. 


One would have thought that Mr, Tyrrel 
had ſufficiently vented his «una in the 
dialogue he had juſt been holding 


lady and her aſſociates. But he was 5M 


_todiſmiſs from his recollection the anguiſh 
he had endured. Damn F alkland! ſaid he. 


What a pitiful ſcoundrel is here to make. 


all this buſtle about! But women and 


| fools. 


M3 
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fools always: will be fools; there is no 
help for that ! Thoſe that ſet them on 


have moſt to anſwer for; and moſt of 


all Mr. Clare. He is a man that ought 
to know ſomething of the world, and 
paſt being duped by gewgaws and tinſel. 
He ſeemed too to have ſome ſenſe of juſ- 


tice : I ſhould not have ſuſpected him of 


hallooing to a cry of mongrels without 
honeſty or reaſon. But the world is all 


alike. Thoſe that ſeem better than 


their neighbours are only more artful. 
They mean the ſame thing, though they 
take a different road. He deceived me 
for a while, but it is all out now. They 


are the makers of all the miſchief. Fools 


might blunder, but they would not per- 
ſiſt, if people that ought to {et them 
right, did not encourage them to go 
wrong.” 


Tyrrel was ſurpriſed to receive a viſit 


from Mr. Falkland. It was the firſt that 


A few +, after chin adventure Mr. 
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had ever paſſed, they having never before 
ſeen each other but at a third place. 


Mr. Falkland proceeded without cere- 


mony to explain the motive of his 
coming. 


Mr. Tyrrel, ſaid he, I am come to ie 
an amicable explanation with you. 9 
Explanation ! What is my offenc# 


None in the world, ſir; and for that 
reaſon I conceive this the fitteſt time for 
us to come to a right underſtanding. 
Lou are in the devil of a hurry, fir. 


Are you clear that this haſte will not 
mar, inſtead of make an underſtanding ? 2 
I think I am, fir, I have great faith 


in the purity of my intentions, and I. 


will not doubt that, when you perceive 


the view with which I Mt you will 
Nur cooperate with it. 


Mayhap, Mr. Falkland, we may not 
agree about that. One man thinks one 
way, and another man thinks another. 


Mayhap 


had 
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Mot T do not think I have any great 


reaſon to be pleaſed with you already. 

It may be fo. I cannot however 
charge myſelf with having given 70 
reaſon to be diſpleaſed. 1 

Mr. Tyrrel, proceeded Mr\F alkland, 


that brought me hirber Was 


you will readily imagine wy rs cauſe 


wa a viſit but for important reaſons, 
My coming is a pledge how deeply I am 
myſelf impreſſed with what I have to 
communicate. 3 vs 
We are in a critical ſituation. We 
are upon the brink of a whirlpool which, 


if once it get hold of us, will render all 


farther deliberation impotent. Shall we be 


enemies? What benefit will be derived 


from that? Who ever found in gall, 
malice, ſuſpicion and hatred the materi- 
als of- happineſs? No; to the breaſt 
where they enter, happineſs is for ever 


a ſtranger. T hey haunt our relaxations, 
: they 


a flight 
one. I would not have troubled you 
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they poiſon our pleaſures, they hardly al- 
low us a moment of unmixed ſatisfac- 
tion. A brow of care, a cankered heart, 
a boſom burſting with rage, theſe are 
their retinue.—If we be enemies, who 
ſhall tell where our enmity ſhall ftop ? 
Every new event will feed it; it will 
{well beyond imagination — 55 ever 
ſeeming e, to its utmoſt. ſize, it 
will ſtill become more monſtrous, more 
intolerable! - 
| Upon, my foul, you are an extraordi- 
nary man, — an impertinent man! Why 
intrude upon me your prophecies, and 
forebodings 5 | 

Becauſe it is neceſſary to your hap- 
pineſs. Becauſe it becomes me to tell 
you of our danger now, rather than 
wait till my character will permit me to 


4 be ſilent no longer. 5 | 
Sir, I mean to take care of my own 
happineſs. I do not thank you for your 
interference. Damn me, if 1 think this 

is 
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is any thing elſe but a trick to put a new 
feather in your cap at your neighbour's 
expence. 


Mr. Tyrrel, it is to provide againſt 
ſuch miſconſtructions on either part that 


I have ſought you. I know the infir- 
mity of my temper, but at leaſt upon 
this occaſion 1 am determined not to take 
any thing ill. If my intention had been 
to outſhine you, ſhould I have come 
gone? a FR - 
Well, fir, you have no right to put 
me out of humour with myſelf. If you 
come to play upon me, and try what ſort 
of a fellow you ſhall have to deal with, 
damn me, if you ſhall have any reaſon 
to hug yourſelf upon the experiment. 
Mr. Tyrrel, nothing is more eaſy for 
us than to quarrel. If you deſire that, 
there 1s no fear that "wu will. find 1 ag 
tunities. 
Damn me, ſir, if I do not believe you 
are come to bully me. 
VoI. I. 1 Sood 
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Good God, Mr. Tyrrel, be leſs un- 
juſt! My character is too well known 
to allow it to be ſuppoſed that I fear any 
man, and I do not in the leaſt ſuſpect. 
you of a weakneſs in that reſpe& to 
which I am myſelf a ſtranger. | 

Well, fir, that 18 thereafter as it may 

be. 5 | it 

By quarrelling we ſhall but imitate 
the great maſs of mankind who could 
eaſily quarrel in our place. Let us do 
better. Let us ſhow that we have the 
wiſdom to avoid vulgar errors, and the 
magnanimity to contemn petty miſun- 
derſtandings. We are formed in dif- 
ferent habits; why ſhould we interfere? 
The world is wide enough for both. By 
thus judging we ſhall do ourſelves moſt 
| ſubſtantial honour, By a contrary con- 
duct we ſhall be ourſelves the ſufferers, 
and merely preſent a comedy for the 
aemtent of our r acquaingzance, 


Do 


*. 
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Do you think ſo? There may be ſome- 


thing in that. Damn me, if I conſent 
to be the jeſt of any man living. 


You are right, Mr. Tyrrel. Let us 
each act in the manner beſt calculated 
to excite reſpect. We neither of us wiſh 


to change roads with the other; let us 
each ſuffer the other to purſue his own 


track unmoleſted. Be this our com- 
pact z and by mutual forbearance let us 


preſerve mutual peace. 


Saying this, Mr. Falkland put out his 


belt n+ token of fellowſhip. But the 


geſture was too ſignificant, The way 


ward Tyrrel, who ſeemed to have been 


ſomewhat impreſſed by what had pre- 
ceded, taken as s he was now by ſurpriſe, 


ſhrunk back. | 

All this is very unaccountable, cried 
he, What the devil can have made you 
ſo forwar J, if you had not ſome ſly 


purpoſe to anſwer by which I am bh ä 


overreached! ? | | | 
E 2 My 
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8 ADVENTURES or 3, 
My purpoſe, replied Mr. Falkland, is 

a manly and an honeſt purpoſe. Why 
ſhould you refuſe a propoſition dictated 
by reaſon, and an equal regard to the in- 
tereſt of each? Mr. Tyrrel had had 
an opportunity for pauſe, and fell back 
into his habitual character. 
Well, fir, in all this I muſt own there 

is ſome frankneſs. Now I will return 
you like for like. It is no matter how I 
came by it, my temper is rough, and will 
not be controled, Mayhap you may 
think it a weakneſs, but I do not deſire 
to ſee it altered. Till you came, I found 
myſelf very well: I liked my, neigh- 
bours, and my neighbours humoured 
me. But now the caſe. is entirely alter- 
ed; and, as long as I cannot ſtir abroad 


without meeting with ſomelmortification 
in which you are directly or remotely 
concerned, 1 am determined to hate you. 
Now, ſir, if you will only go out of the 
county or the kingdom, to the devil if 
you 
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you pleaſe, ſo as I may never hear of you 


any more, I will promiſe never to quar- 


rel with you as long as 1 live. Your 


poetry and your delicacy, your quirks 


and your conundrums may then be the 


very paragon of excellence for what - 


care. | 8 
Mr. Tyrrel, attend to reaſon, I 
might as well deſire you to leave the 


county, as you deſire me, I came here 
to you, not as to a maſter, but an equal. 


In the ſociety of men we muſt have ſome- 
thing to bear, as well as to perform. No 
man muſt think that the world was 


made for him. Let us then take. things 
as we find them; and accommodate our- 
ſelves with prudence to unavoidable 5 
cumſtances. 

True, ſir, all that is very fine alis 


But I return to my text; we are as God 
made us. I am neither a philoſopher 


nor a poet, to ſet out upon a wild- gooſe 

chaſe of making myſelf a different man 
E3 from 
85 1 


* - 2 2 OG + * = a5 det > hg +: I — 2 + 
e A IS 7 2 e 
3 9 = FR Sermon Pe iT ESD Ng 5 DET 7 
. 3 — n 
een ns es Ys 1 8 + 2 n 
r D nor 3 AI ATI — — Wr g 
N 3 N 5 — 
; 


5 
2 „„ 
" W r — 
8 [4 


wy 
7 
14 
* 
ih 
£20 
[ 
9 
NA 
- 5s 
- i 
=» 
= 
8 
1300 
$4 
5 wy 
1 
fl 22 
2 * 


e 


— 


| 


_ ADVENTURES 6 


from what you find me. As for conſe- 
quences, what muſt be muſt be. As 
we brew, we muſt bake. ' And ſo, do 
you ſee, I ſhall not trouble 3 about 
what is to be, but ſtand up to it with a 
ſtout heart when it comes. ; Only this I 
can tell you, that, as long as I find you 
thruſt into my diſh. every day, I ſhall 
hate. you as bad as ſenna and valerian. 
And damn me, if I do not think I hate 
you the more for coming to-day in this 
pragmatical way when nobotly ſent for 
you, on purpoſe to ſhow how much 
wiſer you are than all the world beſides. 
Mr. Tyrrel, 1 have done. I foreſaw 
conſequences, and came as a friend to 
adviſe you. I did hope that by mu- 
tual explanation we ſhould each of 
us have improved in the good opi- 
nion of the other. I am partly diſap- 
pointed; but J ſtill believe that when 
you coolly reflect on what has paſſed, 
you will give me credit for the honeſty 
of 
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of my intentions, and be ai to 
think of me with the ſame conſideration 
and liberality as I am determ ned to ex- 


erciſe towards you. 
Having ſaid this, Mr. Falkland 1 


parted; and Mr. Tyrrel had recourſe to 
his old friend, to whom he unburthened 


the tumult of his | thoughts. This, 
cried he, _is a new artifice of the fellow 
to prove his imagined ſuperiority, We 
know very well 7 55 he has the gift of 
the gab. To be ſure, if the world were 
to be governed by words, he would be 
in the right box. Oh, yes, he had it all 
hollow before him! But what ſignifies 
prating? Buſineſs muſt be done in an 
other-gueſs way than that, IT yronder 
what poſſeſſed me that I did not kick 
him! But that is all to come. This is 
only a new debt added to the ſcore 
which he ſhall one day richly pay. This 


alkland haunts me like a demon. 1 


cannot wake, but I think of him. 1 


A 
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cannot ſleep, but I fee him. He poi- 
ſons all my pleaſures. I ſhould be glad 
to ſee him torn with tenter-hooks, and 

to grind his heart-ſtrings with my teeth. 
I ſhall know no joy, till I ſee him ruin- 
ed. There may be ſome things right 
about him; but he is my perpetual tor- 
ment. The thoyght of him preſſes like 


a dead weight upon my heart, and 1 
have a right to throw it off. Does he 


think I will feel all that T1 endure for 
nothing? 
In ſpite of the acerbity of Mr. Tyr- 
rel's feelings, it is probable however he 
did ſome juſtice to his rival, Upon or- 
dinary occaſions at leaſt he ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to treat him with an involuntary 
deference. He was no longer equally 
voluble in mixed companies in his abuſe 
of him; a part of the topics of his in- 
vective ſeemed to be gone. He was 
no longer eager to treat him with ran- 
dom * if he regarded him with 


equal 


. 
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equal diſlike, he at leaſt appeared to re- 
gard him as a formidable foe. He 
avoided his encounter; he forbore to 
contradict his opinions; he ſeemed to 
lie in wait for his victim, and to collect 
his venom for a mortal aſſault. 
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CHAP. Y. 


I: was not long after that a malignant 
contagious diſtemper broke out in the 
neighbourhood, which proved fatal to 
many of the inhabitants, and was of un- 
- exampled rapidity in its effects. One of 


the firſt perſons that was ſeized with it | 


was Mr. Clare. It may be believed 
that this incident ſpread grief and alarm 
through the vicinity, Mr. Clare was 
conſidered by them as ſomething more 
than a mortal. The equanimity of his 
behaviour, his unaſſuming carriage, his 
exuberant benevolence and goodneſs of 


heart, joined with his talents, his inof- 


fenſive wit, and the comprehenſiveneſs 
of his intelligence made him the idol of 
all that knew him. In the ſcene of his 
rural retreat at leaſt he had not an ene- 
my. All mourned the danger that now 

1 threatened 
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ez him. He appeared to have 
the proſpect of long life, and of going 
down to his grave, full of years and of 
| honour. METS appearances were 
deceitful. Perhaps the intellectual ef- 


forts he had exerted, which were occa- 


ſionally more ſudden, violent and unin- 


termitted than a ſtrict regard to health 


would have dictated, had laid the ſeeds 
of future diſeaſe. But a ſanguine ob- 
ſerver would infallibly have predicted, 
that his good ſenſe, preſence of mind 
and unaltered chearfulneſs would be able 


even to keep death at bay for a time 


and baffle the attacks of diſtemper, pro- 


vided this univerſal foe Aid not take 
him by ſurpriſe. The general afflic. 
tion therefore was doubly pungent upon 


the preſent occaſion. 


But no one was ſo much affecte as 


Mr. Falkland. Perhaps no man“ liv- 
ing ſo well underſtood the value of the 
lite that was now at ſtake, He imme- 

E 6 | diately 
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diately haſtened to the ſpot 3 but he 


found ſome difficulty in gaining admiſ- 
ſion. Mr. Clare, aware of the infec- 
tious nature of his diſeaſe, had given 


directions that as few people as poſſi- 
ble ſhould approach him. Mr. Falk- 


land ſent up his name. He was told 
that he was included in the general or- 
ders. He was not however of a tem- 


per to be eaſily repulſed ; he perſiſted 


with obſtinacy, and at length carried his 


point, being only reminded in the firſt. 


inſtance to employ thoſe precautions 


Which experience has approved as moſt 


effectual for counteracting infection. 


He found Mr. Clare in his bedcham- | 


ber, but not in bed. He was ſitting in 


his night-gown at a bureau near the win- 

dow. His appearance was compoſed 

and chearful, but death was in his coun- 

| tenance. I had a great inclination, Mr, 
'B alkland, ſaid he, not to have ſuffered 

you to come in; and yet there is not a 


perſon 


} 
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that could run into a danger of this kind 


with a better proſpect of eſcaping. In 


your caſe, at leaſt the garriſon will 


not be taken through the treachery of 


the commander. I cannot tell how it is 
that I, who can preach wiſdom to you, 


have myſelf been caught, But do not 
be diſcouraged by my example. I had 


no notice of my danger, or I would have 
acquitted myſelf better. Theſe ſtrange 


ſeeds of diſtemper ſeem to float in the 
air, and to faſten upon the frame with- 
out its being poſſible for us to tell what 


was the method of their approach. 

Mr. Falkland, having once eſtabliſhed 
himſelf in the apartment of his friend, 
would upon no terms conſent to retire. 
Mr. Clare conſidered that there was per- 


haps leſs danger i in this choice than in a 
frequent change from the extremes of a 
pure 


5 96 
perſon in tlie world it could give me 
more pleaſure to ſee. But upon ſecond 

thoughts I believe there are few people 


ee 


* ** rr «4 a bat 
ö = mnt. a. wy, two. Wet 
: e 3 
1 2 9 7 
ve nn 
3 


. 


r 
by" = 


— 
S e 
8 3 — 2 ds TR 


3 
8 8 
eee 

d ma trig, oo 


OA AT na 


eee 


o £ . 
3 


836 ADVENTURES OF 


pure to a tainted air, and deſiſted from 
his expoſtulation. Falkland, ſaid he, 
when you came in, I had juſt finiſhed 
making my will. I was not pleaſed 
with what I had formerly drawn up 


upon that ſubject, and I did not chooſe 
in my preſent fituation to call in an at- 


torney. In fact it would be ſtrange if a 
man ef ſenſe with pure and direct inten- 
tions ſhould not be able to perform ſuch 

a function for himſelf. | 
_ -Mr. Clare AR ab to act in the ſame 
ealy and diſengaged manner as in per- 
fect health. To judge from the chear- 
fulneſs of his tone and the firmneſs of 
his manner, the thought would never 
once have occurred to you that he was 
dying. He walked, he reaſoned, he jeſt- 
ed, in a way that argued the moſt per- 
fect ſelf· poſſeſſion. But his appearance 
changed perceptibly for the worſe every 
uarter of an hour. Mr. Falkland kept 
his eye * fixed upon him with 
N 85 * 
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| mingled ſentiments of anxiety and . 
miration. | 
Falkland, ſaid he, after having appeared 
for a ſhort period abſorbed in thought, I 
feel that I am dying. This is a ſtrange 
diſtemper of mine. Yeſterday I ſeemed 
in perfect health, and to-morrow I ſhall 
be an inſenſible corpſe. How curious is 
the line that ſeparates life and death to 
mortal men] To be at one moment ac- 
tive, gay, penetrating, with immenſe 
ſtores of knowledge at one's command, 
capable of delighting, inſtructing and 
animating mankind, and the next, lifeleſs 
and loathſome, an incumbrance upon the 
face of the earth. Such is the hiſtory of 

many men, and ſuch will be mine. E 
I feel as if I had yet much to do in the 
world; but it will not be. I muſt be 
contented with what is paſt. It is in 
vain that I muſter all my ſpirits to my 
heart. The enemy is too mighty and too 
mercileſs for me; he will not give me 


time E 
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time ſo much as to breathe. Theſe 
things are not yet in our power. They 
are parts of a great ſeries that is perpe- 
tually flowing. The general welfare, the 
great buſineſs of the univerſe, will go on, 
though I bear no farther ſhare in protno- 
ting it. That taſk is reſerved for young- 
er ſtrengths, for you, Falkland, and ſuck 
Mz as you. We ſhould be contemptible in- 
} daeed, if the proſpect of human improve- 
„ ment did not yield us a pure and perfect 
delight, independently of the queſtion of 
our exiſting to partake of it. Mankind 
would have little to envy to future ages, 
if they had all enjoyed a ſerenity as perfect 
as mine. 3 Pu 15 
Mr. Clare ſat up through the whole 
day, indulging himſelf in eaſy and chear- 
ful exertions, which were perhaps better 
calculated to refreſh and invigorate the 
frame, than if he had ſought repoſe in its 
direct form. Now and then he was vi- 
fited with a ſudden pang ; but it was no 


1 ſooner 
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ſooner felt, than he ſeemed to riſe above 
it, and ſailed at the impotence of the at- 
cack. Three or four times he was be- 
dewed with profuſe ſweats, and thele 
again were ſucceeded by an extreme dry-= = | 
neſs and burning heat of the ſkin. He 
was next covered with ſmall4ivid ſpots. | 
Symptoms of ſhivering followed, but — = 
theſe he drove away with a determined 
reſolution, + He then became tranquil and = 
_ compoſed, and after ſome time deter- i 
mined to go to bed, it being already night. if 
Falkland, ſaid he, preſſing his hand, the 
taſk of dying is not ſo difficult, as ſome- 
people imagine. When one looks back 
from the brink of it, one wonders that ſo 
total a ſubverſion can take place at ſo caſy, 
a rate, ww 
He had now been ſome time in bed, 
and, as every thing was {till, Mr. Falk- 
land hoped that he ſlept. But in that he 
was miſtaken, Preſently Mr. Clare 
threw back the curtain, and looked in the 
countenance 
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countenance of his friend, cannot 


ſleep, ſaid he. No, if 1 could ſleep, it 


would be the fame thing as to recover; 


and Lam fated to have the worſt in | this 7 


battle. 
Falkland, I have been thinking about 
you. I do not know any one whoſe fu- 
ture uſefulneſs I contemplate with greater 
hope. Take care of yourſelf. Do not 
let the world be defrauded of the henefit 
of your virtues. I am well acquainted 


with your weakneſfs as well as your 
ſtrength. You have an impetuoſity and 


an impatience of imagined; diſhonour, 
that, if once ſet wrong, may make you as 


8 miſchie vous, as you will other- 


pile be uſeful. Would ro God you 
would think ſeriouſly of exterminating 
this error! 


But, if I cannot, in n the bend expoſtu- | 


lation my preſent ſituation, will allow, 
work this deſirable change in you, there 
s at leaft one thing I can do. I can put 

e | 9 
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you upon your guard againſt a miſchief 
I foreſee to be imminent. Beware of 
Mr. Tyrrel. Do not commit the miſtake 
of deſpiſing him as an unequal opponent. 
Petty cauſes may produce great mif- 
chiefs. Mr. Tyrrel is boiſterous, rugged 
and unfeeling ; and you are too paſſionate, 
too acutely ſenſible of 1 injury. It woule 1 
be truly to be lamented, if a man ſo in- 
ferior, ſo utterly unworthy to be com- 
pared with you, ſhould be capable of 
changing your whole hiſtory into miſery 
and guilt. Think of this. I exact no 
promiſe from you. I would not ſhackle 
you with the fetters of ſuperſtition; I 
would have you be governed by e 
and juſtice. ' 
Mr. Falkland was deeply affected with 
this expoſtulation. His ſenſe of the ge- 
nerous attention of Mr. Clare at ſuch a 
moment as this, was ſo great as al 
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deprive him of utterance. He og 4 
in . ſentences and with viſible effort“ 
I will 
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92 ADVENTURES or 
I will behave better, replied he. Never 
fear me! Your kind admonitions hall 
not be thrown away upon me. | 

Mr. Clare adverted to another ſubject. 


I have made you my executor; you will 
not refuſe me this laſt office of friendſhip. 


It is but a ſhort time that 1 have had the 


Happineſs of knowing you; but in that 
ſhort time T have examined you well, and 


ſeen you thoroughly. Do not difappoint 
the ſanguine hope I have entertained | 

J have left ſome legacies. My former 
connections, while I lived amidſt the 
buſy haunts of men, as many of them as 


were intimate, are all of them dear to 
me. I have not had time to ſummon _ 
them about me upon the preſent occaſion, 
nor did 1 defire it, The remembrances 


of me will, I hope, anſwer a better pur- 


poſe than ſuch as are Wy thought of 


fimilar occaſions. 


* Mr. Clare, having thos anbunkeord 


mind, ſpoke no more for ſeveral 
hours. 


e 
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hours. Towards morning Mr. Falkland 
quietly withdrew the curtain, and looked 
at the dying man. His eyes were open, 
and were now gently turned towards his 
| young friend. His countenance was 
ſank, and of a death-like appearance, 
I hope you are better, ſaid Falkland in 
a half-whiſper, as if afraid of diſturbing 
him. Mr. Clare drew his hand from the 
bed-clothes, and ſtretched it forward; 
Mr. Falkland advanced, and took hold 
of it. Much better, ſaid Mr. Clare in 
a voice, inward and hardly articulate ; 
the ſtruggle i is now over; I have finiſhed 


my part; farewel; remember! Theſe 


were his laſt words, He lived {till a few 
hours; his lips were ſometimes ſeen to 

move ; he expired without a groan, 
Mr. Falkland had witneſſed the ſcene 
with much anxiety. His hopes of a fa- 
vourable criſis; and his fear of diſturbing 
the laſt _—_ of his friend, had held 
him dumb. For the laſt half hour he 
had 
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had-ſtood up with his eyes intently fixed 
upon Mr. Clare, He witneſſed the laſt 


gaſp, the laſt little convulſive motion of 


the frame. He continued to look; he 
ſeemed ſometimes to imagine that he ſaw 
life renewed. At length he could deceive 
himſelf no longer, and exclaimed with a 
Uiſtracted accent, And is this all? He 


would have thrown himſelf upon the 


body of his friend; the attendants with- 
held, and would have forced him into 


another apartment.” But he ſtruggled 


from them, and hung fondly over the 


bed. Is this the end of genius, virtue 


and excellence? Is the luminary of the 
world thus for ever gone? Oh, yeſter- 
day ! yeſterday ! Clare, why could not 
I have died in your ſtead ? Dreadful mo- 


ment ! Irreparable loſs ! Loſt in the very 


maturity and vigour of his mind! Cut 
off from a uſefulneſs ten thouſand times 
greater than any he had already exhibited ! 
Oh, his was a mind. to have inſtructed 
_ Fl _ ſages, 


—— <9 en err es. 
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6 and guided the moral world | This 


is all we have left of him ! The clo- 
quence of thoſe lips is gone! The inceſ- 


ſant activity of that heart is ſtill! The 
beſt and wiſeſt of men is gone, and the 
world is inſenſible of its loſs ! 


Mr. Tyrrel heard the intelligence of . 


Mr. Clare's death with emotion, but of 
a very different kind, He avowed that 


he had not forgiven him his partial at- 
tachment to Falkland, and therefore 


could not recal his remembrance with 


| kindneſs. But, if he could have over- 
looked his paſt injuſtice, ſufficient care 


was taken to employ means to keep alive 


his. reſentment. Falkland forſooth at- 


tended him on his death-bed, as if no- 


body elſe was worthy to partake of his 


confidential communications. But what 


was worſt of all was this executorſhip. 
In every thing this pragmatical raſcal 
throws me behind. Contemptible wretch, 


that has nothing of the man about him ! 


Muſt 
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Muſt he perpetually trample on his bet. 
ters? Is every body incapable of reaſon, 
and making a right eſtimate of the merits 
of men? caught with mere outſide ? 
chooſing the flimſy before the ſubſtan- 
tial? And upon his death-bed too! [Mr. 
Tyrrel with his uncultivated brutality 
mixed, as uſually happens, certain rude 
notions of religion.] Sure the ſenſe of 
his ſituation might have ſhamed chim. 
Poor wretch ! his ſoul has a great deal 
to anſwer for. He has made my pillow 
uneaſy ; and, whatever may be the con- 
F ſequences, it is him we have to thank for 
chem. 

The death 5 Mr. Clare removed the 
perſon who could moſt effectually have 


moderated the animoſities of the contend- 


ing parties, and took away the great 
operative check upon the exceſſes of Mr. 
Tyrrel. This ruſtic tyrant had been 

held in involuntary reſtraint by the intel- 
| — aſcendancy of his celebrated neigh- 
_our's 
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againſt him. In the ſhort time that had 


elapſed from the period in which Mr. 
Clare had fixed his reſidence in the neighh- 


bourhood to that of the arrival of Mr. 


Falkland from the continent, the conduct 


of Mr. Tyrrel had even ſhown certain 
tokens of improvement. Such was the 


felicity of Mr. Clare's manners that, 


even while he corrected, he conciliated, 


anq excited no angry emotions in thoſe 


whoſe actions were moſt curbed by the 
apprehenſion of his diſpleaſure. The ef- 
fects of his ſuavity however, ſo far as re- 
lated to Mr. Tyrrel, had been in a cer- 
rain degree ſuſpended by conſiderations of 
rivalſhip between this gentleman and 
Mr. Falkland. And, now that the in- 
fuence of Mr. Clare's preſence and vir- 


tues were entirely removed, Mr. Tyrrel's 


Vor. * | F ftemper 


bour ; and, .notwithtanding the general 
ferocity of his 'temper, did not appear 
till lately to have entertained a hatred | 
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CHAP, VE.” 


. HE conſequences of al this ſpeedily 
manifeſted themſelves. The very next 
incident in the ſtory was in ſome degree 
deciſive of the cataſtrophe. Hitherto I 
have ſpoken only of preliminary matters, 
ſeemingly unconnected with each other, 
though leading to that ſtate of mind in 
both parties, which had ſuch fatal effects. 
But all that remains is rapid and tremen- 
dous. The death-dealing miſchief ad- 
vances with an accelerated motion, ap- 
pearing to defy human wiſdom and hu- 
man ſtrength to obſtruct its operation. 
There was a tcnant of Mr. Tyrrel, 
one Hawkins; — I cannot mention his 
name without recollecting the painful 
tragedies that are annexed to it! This 
Hawkins had originally been taken up 
by Mr. with a view of protecting 
1 him 
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him from the arbitrary proceedings of a 
neighbouring ſquire, though he had now 


in his turn become an object of perſecu- 
tion to Mr, Tyrrel himſelf, The firſt 


ground of their connection was this. 
Hawkins, beſide a farm which he rented 


under the abovementioned ſquire, had a 


ſmall freehold eſtate that he inherited 


from his father, This of courſe. entitled 


him to a vote in the county elections; 


; and, a warmly conteſted clection having 
occurred, he was required by his land- 


lord to vote for the candidate in whoſe 


' favour he had himſelf engaged. Haw. 


kins refuſed to obey the mandate, and 
ſoon after received notice to quit. the farm 


he at that time rented. 


It happened that Mr. T nk had in- 


tereſted himſelf ſtrongly in behalf of the 


oppoſite candidates; and, as Mr. Tyrrel's 
eſtate bordered upon the ſeat of Haw 
kins's preſent reſidence, the ejected coun- 
tryman ain think of no better expe- : 

; : 5 dient 


CALEB WILLIAMS... For 
dient than that of riding over to this gen- 
tleman's manſion, and relating the caſe to 


bim. Mr. Tyrrel heard him through 
with attention, Well, friend, ſaid he, 


it is very true that I wiſhed Mr. Jack- 
man to carry his election; but you know 


it is uſual in theſe caſes for tenants to 
vote juſt as their landlords pleaſe, I do 
not think proper to encourage rebellion. 


— All that is very right, and pleaſe you, 
replied Hawkins; and I would have 


voted at my landlord's bidding for any 
other man in the three kingdoms but 


ſquire Marlow. You muſt Know one 
day his huntſman rode over my tence, 
and ſo through my beit field of ſtanding 


corn. It was not above a dozen yards 


about, if he. had kept the cart. road. 


The fellow had ſerved me the ſame ſauce,, 
an it pleaſe your honour, three or four 


times before. So I. only aſked him, 


What he did that for, and whether he 
had not more conſcience than to ſpoil 


F 3 _ . - peoples. 


—_ 
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people's crops. a that faſhion ? Preſently 
the ſquire came up. He is but a poor, 
weazen face chicken of a gentleman, 
ſaving your honour's reverence. And,fa 
he flew into a woundy paſſion, and ha 
ened to horſewhip me. I will do as much 
in reaſon to pleaſure. my landlord as arr 
2 tehant he-has; but I will not give my 
vote to a man that threatens to horſewhip 
me. And fo, your honour, J and my 
wife and three children are to be turned 
out of houſe and home, and what I am 
to do to maintain them God knows, 1 
have been a hard-working man, and have 
alway lived very well, and 1 do think 
the caſe is main hard. Squire Under- 
wood turns me out of my farm; and, if 
your honour do not take me in, I know 
none of the neighbouring gentry will, for 
fear as they . ſay of encouraging their 
own tenants to run ruſty too. 
I This repreſentation was not without 
its effect upon Mr. T5 Trrel, Well, well, 


7. man, 
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man, replied he, we will ſee what can be 
done. Order and ſubordination are very 
good things; but people ſhould know 
how much to require. As you tell the 
Rory, I cannot ſee that you are greatly to 
blame. Marlow is a coxcombical prig, 
that is the truth on't; and, if a man will 
expoſe himſelf, why, he muſt even take 
what follows. 'I do hate a Frenchified 
fop with all my ſoul; and I cannot ſay 
that I am much pleaſed with Mr. Under- 
wood for taking the part of ſuch a raſ- 


cal. Hawkins, I think is your name? 


You may call on Barnes, my econ to- 
| morrow, and he ſhall ſpeak to you. 


White Mr. Tyrrel was ſpeaking, he 10 


collected that he had a farm vacant of 
nearly the ſame value as that which Haw- 
kins at preſent rented under Mr. Under- 
wood. He im mediately conſulted his 


ſteward, and, finding the thing ſuitable | 
in every teſpect, Hawkins Was ade 5 


out of hand into the catalogue of Mr. 
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- 'TyrrePs tenants. Mr. Wend ex- 
tremely reſented this proceeding, which 
indeed, as being contrary to the under- 


ftood conventions of the country gentle- 
men, few people but Mr, Tyrrel would 


have ventured upon. He ſaid that there 
was an end to all regulation, if tenants 
were to be encouraged in ſuch inexcuſable 


diſobedience. It was not a queſtion of 
this or that candidate, ſeeing that any 
gentleman, who, was a true friend to his 
country, would rather loſe his ele&ion, 
than do a thing which, if once eſtabliſhed 
into a Practice, would deprive them for 
ever of the power of managing any elec- 


tion. The NN were ſturdy 


and reſolute enough of their own ac- 
cord; it became every day more difficult 
to keep them under any ſubordination; 
and, if the gentlemen were ſo ill- adviſed 


as to 9 855 che public good, and en- 


courage. 3 in their inſolence, mere 
was no foreſceing Where! it would end. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Tyrrel was not of a ſtamp to be 


u by theſe remonſtrances. Their 
general ſpirit was ſufficiently conformable 
to the, ſentiments he himſelf entertained 
but he was of too vehement a temper to 
maintain the character of a conſiſtent po- 
litician; and, however wrong his conduct 


might be, he would by no means admit 


of its oe ſet-right by the ſuggeſtions 
of others. The more his patronage of 
Hawkins was criticiſed, the more in- 


flexibly he adhered to it; and he was at 


no loſs in clubs and other aſſemblies to 
cverbear and ſilence, if not to confute his 


cenſurers. Beſide which, Hawkins had 


certain accompliſhments which qualified 


him to be a favourite with Mr. Tyrrel. 
The bluntneſs of his manner and the 
ruggedneſs of his temper gave him ſome 
reſemblance to his landlord; and, as theſe 
qualities were likely to be more frequent- 
ly exerciſed on ſuch perſons as had in- 
cu rred. Mr. Tyrrel's diſpleaſure than upon 
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Mr. Tyrrel himſelf, they were not ob- 
ſerved without ſome degree of compla- 5 
cency. In a word, he every day received 

new marks of diſtinction from his patron, 


and after ſome time was appointed coad- | 


jutor to Mr. Barnes in the capacity of 
bailiff. It was about the ſame period 
that he obtained a leaſe of the farm of 
which he was tenant. 

Mr. Tyrrel was determined, as occa- 
ſion offered, to promote every part of the 
family of this favoured dependent. 
Hawkins had a fon, a lad of ſeventeen, - 
of a very agreeable perſon, a ruddy com- 
plexion, and of quick and lively parts. 
This lad was in an uncommon degree the 
favourite of his father, who ſeemed to 
have nothing ſo much at heart as the fu- 
ture welfare of his fon. Mr. Tyrrel had 
noticed him two or three times with ap- 
probation ; and the boy, being fond of 
the ſports of the field, had occaſionally 
followed the hounds, and diſplayed va- 


T ious 


1 
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rious inſtances both of agility and ſaga- 
city in preſence of the ſquire. One day 
in particular he exhibited himſelf with 
uncommon advantage; and Mr, Tyrrel 
without farther delay propoſed to his fa- 
ther to take him into his family, and make 
him whipper-in to his hounds, till he 


could provide him with ſome more lucra- 


tive appointment in his ſervice. . 
This propoſal was received by Haw- 
kins with various marks of mortification. 
He excuſed himſelf with heſitation for 
not accepting the offered favour; ſaid the 


lad was in many ways uſeful to him; and 


hoped his honour would not inſiſt upon 
depriving him of his aſſiſtance. This 


apology might perhaps have been ſuffi- 


cient with any other man than Mr. Tyr- 


rel; but it was frequently obſerved of 


chis gentleman that, when he had once 
formed a determination however ſlight . 
in favour of any meaſure, he was never 


afterwards known to give it op. and that 
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the only effect of oppoſition was to make 
him eager and inflexible in purſuit of that 
to hich he had before been nearly in- 
different. At firſt he ſeemed to receive 
the apology of Hawkins with good hu- 
mour, and to ſee nothing in it but what 
was reaſonable; but afterwards every 
time he ſaw the boy his deſire of retain- 
ing him in his ſervice was increaſed, and 
he more than once repeated to his father 
the good diſpoſition in which he felt him- 
ſelf towards him. At length he obſerved 
that the lad was no more to be ſeen 
mingling in his favourite ſports, and he 
began to ſuſpect that this originated in 
a determination to thwart him in his 
projects. | 

Rouſed by this ſuſpicion, which was 
not of a nature with Mr. Tyrrel to 
brook a delay, he ſent for Hawkins to 
confer with him. Hawkins, ſaid he, in a 
tone of diſpleaſure, I am not ſatisfied with 


Nu. I have wore to you two or three 
times 
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times about this lad of yours, whom 1 
am defirous of taking into favour. 


What is the reaſon, fir, that you ſeem 
vnthankful and averſe to my Kindneſs ? 


You ought to know that I am not to be 


| trifled with. I ſhall not be contented, 


when J offer my favours to have thempe- 


jected by ſuch fellows as yau. I made you 
what you are; and, if I pleaſe, can make 


you more helpleſs aud miſerable than you. 


were when I found you. Have a care! 
An it pleaſe your honour, ſaid Haw- 


kins, you have been a very good maſter 


to me, and I will tell you the whole 
truth. I hope you will na be angry. 


This led is my favourite, my waere 


and the Hay of my age. 
Well, and what then? Ts. chat. a rea- 
ſon you ſhould hinder his preferment? 


Nay, pray you? honour, hear me. I 


may be very weak for aught 1 know ein 


this caſe, but I cannot help it. My fa- 


cker was a clergy man, We have all of 


us 


* 
8 
1 
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us Bed! in a creditable way; 5 ane I can- 
not bear to think that this poor lad of 
mine ſheuld go to ſervice. For my part, 
I do not ſee any good that comes of ſer- 
vants. God forgive me, if | am unjuſt ! 
But this is a very dear caſe, and I cannot 
bear to riſk my poor boy's welfare, when 
I can ſo eaſily, if you pleaſe, keep him out 
of harm's way. At preſent he is ſober 
and induſtrious, and, without being con- 
ceited or ſurly, knows what is due to 
him. I know your honour, that it is 
main fooliſh of me to talk to you thus; 
but your honour has been a good maſter 
to me, and I cannot bear to tell 1 1 a 
lie. 
Mr. Tyrrel had heard the whole of 
this harangue in ſilence, becauſe he was 
too much aſtoniſhed to open his mouth. 
If a thunderbolt had fallen unexpectedly 
at his feet, he could not have teſtified 
greater ſurpriſe. He had thought that 
Hawkins was to fooliſhly fond of his ſon 
that 


A 
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that he could not bear to truſt him out of 
his preſence, but had never in the ſlighteſt 
degree ſuſpected what he now tound tobe 
the truth. 


Oh, ho, you are a cencloman; are 


you? A pretty gentleman truly! Your 
father was a clergyman! Your family 


is too good to enter into my ſervice! 


Why, you impudent raſcal ! was it for 
this that J took you up, when Mr. 


Underwood diſmiſſed you for your inſo-— 


lence to him? Have | been nurſing a vi- 
per in my boſom ? Pretty maſter's man- 

ners will be contaminated truly! He 
will not know what is due to him, but 
will be accuſtomed to obey orders! You 


inſufferable villain } Get out of my fight t- 
Depend upon it, I will have no gentlemen 
on my eſtate !-I will off with them, root 
and branch, bag and baggage ! So, do 


you hear, fir? come to me tomorrow 
morning, bring your ſan, and aſk my 


pardon ; or take my word for it, I will 


make 
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make you ſo miſerable, you mall nid 
you had never been. born. 

This treatment was too 1 for 
Hawkins's patience. There is no need, 
your honour, that I ſhould come to you 
again about this affair. I have taken up 
my determination, and no accident or time 
can make any change in it. I am main ſor- 
ry to diſpleaſe your worſhip, and I know 
very well that you can do me a great deal 
of miſchief. But I hope you will not be 
ſo hard hearted, as to ruin a father only 
for being fond of his child, even if ſo be 
that his fondneſs ſhould make him do a. 
fooliſh thing. But I cannot help it, your 
| honour : you muſt do as you pleaſe. 
The pooreſt ſlave in the world has ſome 
point that he does not part with. I will. 
loſe all that I have, and go to day-labour, 
and my ſon too, if needs muſt; but I 
will not make a gentleman's ſervant of 
"KT = 
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= Very well, friend very well | replied 
T yrrel, foaming with rage. Depend 
upon it, I will remember you! Tour 
6 pride ſhall have a downfall God damn it! 
is it come to this ? Shall a louſy raſcal, 
that farms his forty acres, pretend to 
| beard the lord of the manor? I will 
tread you into paſte ! Let me adviſe you, 


ſcoundrel, to ſhut up your houſe, and 


quit my eſtate, and fly as if the devil was 
behind you! You may think yourſelf 
happy, if I be not too quick for you yet, 
iß you eſcape in a whole ſkin! I would 


not ſuffer ſuch a villain to remain upon 


my land a day longer, if I could Sain 

the Indies by it! 
Not ſo faſt, your honour, ana : 
Hawkins ſturdily. I hope you will 
think better of it, and ſee that I have 
not been to blame. But, if you ſhould 
not, there is ſome harm that you can do 
me, and ſome harm that you cannot. 


Though I ama plain working man, your 
hene 


TH 
Ws 
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| honour, do' you ſee ? yet I am a man ſtill. 


No; I have got a leaſe of my farm, and 
1 ſhall not quit it o'thaten. I hope there 
is ſome law for rich folk, as well as for 


poor ones, 


Mr. Tyrrel, . to te, : 
was provoked beyond bearing at the 
courage and independent ſpirit of his 


retainer, I here was not a tenant upon 


his eſtate, or at leaſt not one of Hawkins's 


mediocrity of fortune, whom the general 
policy of land owners, and ſtill more the 


arbitrary and uncontrolable temper of ' 


Mir. Tyrrel, did not effectually reſtrain 
from acts of open defiance. 


Excellent, upon my ſoul ! God FR 
my blood! but you are a rare fellow. 


You haye a leaſe, have you ? You will 


not quit, not you! A pretty paſs things 


are come to, if a leaſe can protect ſuch 


fellows as you againſt the lord of a ma- 


nor! But you are for a trial of {kill, are 


you? Oh, very well, friend, very well! 
| Wich 
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With all my ſoul! Since it is come to 
that, we will ſhow yau ſome prettx 
ſport before we have done! But get you 
out of my ſight, you raſcal! I have not 
another word to ſay, to vou! Never 
darken my doors again 

Hawkins, to borrow the language of 
whe world, was guilty in this affair of a 
double imprudence, He talked to his 
landlord in a more peremptory manner 
than the conſtitution and practices of this 
country allow a dependent to aſſume. 
But above all, having been thus hurried 
away by his reſentment, he ought to have 
foreſeen the conſequences. It was mere 
madnefs in him to think of conteſting 
vith a mam of Mr. Tyrrel's eminence and 
fortune. It was a fawn contending with 
a lion. Nothing could have been more 
eaſy to predict, than that it was of no 
avail for him to have right on his fide, 
when his adverſary had influence and 
wealth, and * could ſo n 
Juſtify 


116 ADVENTURES OP 


Juſtify- any extravagancies that he migſit 


think proper to commit, This maxim 
was completely illuftrated in the ſequel, 
Wealth and deſpotiſm eaſily know how 
to engage thaſe laws, which were perhaps 
at firſt intended [witleſs and miſerable 


precaution {] for the ſafeguards of the 


poor, as the coachutors of their op- 
. „ = 


From this moment Mr. Tyrrel was 
hare upon Hawkins's deſtruction; and 


he left no means unemployed that could 
either haraſs or injure the object of his 


perſecution.” He deprived him of his ap- 
pointnient of bailiff, and directed Barnes 


and his other dependents to do him ill 
offices upon all occafions, Mr. Tyrrel 
by the tenure of his manor was impro- 
pPriator of the great tithes, and this cir- 
cumſtance afforded him frequent oppor- 
tunities of petty altercation. The land 
of one part of Hawkins's farm, though 
covered with corn, was lower than the 


reſt; 


. . 
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reſt; and conſequently expoſed to occa- 
| onal inundations from a river by which 
it was bounded. Mr. Tyrrel had a dam 
belonging to this river privately cut about 
_ a fortnight before the ſeaſon of harveſt, 
and laid the whole under water, He 
ordered his ſervants to pull away the 
fences of the higher ground during the 
night, and to turn in his cattle to the 
utter deſtruction of. the crop. Theſe ex- 
pedients however applied to-Gnly one 
part of the property of this unfortunate 
man. But Mr. Tyrrel did not ſtop here. 
A ſudden mortality took place among 
Hawkins's live ſtock, attended with very 
ſuſpicious cireumſtances. Hawkins's 
vigilance was ſtrongly excited by this 
event, and he at length ſucceeded in 
traeing the matter ſo accurately that he 
conceived he could bring it homme to Mr. 
Tyrrel himfdlf, © 
Hawkins had hitherto carefully id 
ed, innen the injuries he had 
ſuffered, 
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ſuffered, attempting to right h himſelf by a 


legal proceſs, being of opinion that law 


was better adapted for a weapon of tyran- 


ny in the hands of the rich, than for a 
ſhield to protect the humbler part of the 
community againſt their uſurpations. In 
this laſt inſtance however he conceived 
that the offence was ſo atrocious as to 
make it impoſſible that any rank could 


protect the culprit againſt the ſeverity of 


juſtice, In the ſequel he ſaw reaſon to 
applaud himſelf for his former inaCtivity 
in this reſpect, and to repent thitany mo- 


tive had-been ſtrong enough to perſuade | 


him into a contrary ſyſtem. 
This was the very point to whi ich Mr. 


Tyrrel wanted to bring him, and he 


could ſcarcely credit his good fortun*, 
when he was told that Hawkins had en- 


* -- 8 


tered an action. His congratulation 


upon this occaſion was immoderate, as 
he now conceived that the ruin of his 
late favourite was irretrievable. He 
of conſulted 
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conſulted his attorney, and urged him 
by every motive he could deviſe to e -- 
ploy the whole ſeries of his ſubterfuges— 
in the preſent affair. The direct oak; | 
ling of the charge exhibited againſt him 


was the leaſt part of his care; the buſi- 


nefs was, by affidavits, motions, pleas, 
demurrers, flaws and appeils, to protract 
the queſtion from term. to term and from | 
court to court. It would, as Mr. Tyrrel 
argued, be the diſgrace of a civilized 
country, if a gentleman, when inſolently 
attacked in lay by the ſcum of the earth, 
could not convert the cauſe into a queſ- 
tion of the longeſt purſe, and ſtick in the 


| ſkirts of his adverſary till he had reduced ls 


him to beggary. i 
Mr. Tyrrel however was ba no means 
5 ſo far engrofled by his law-ſuit, as to 
neglect other methods of proceeding 
offenſively againſt his tenant, Among 
the various expedients that ſuggeſted 
themſclves there was one, which, though 
3 & 
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it tended rather to torment chan irrepara- 
bly injure the ſufferer, was not rejected, 


This was derived from che particular 


ſituation of Hawkins's houſe, barns, 
ſtacks and out-houſes. Theie were 


placed at the extremity of a ſtrip of land 


connecting them with the reſt of the 


farm, and were ſurrounded on three ſides 


by fields in the occupation of one of Mr. 


 Tyrrels tenants moſt devoted to the 


pleaſures of his landlord, The road to 


the market town ran at the bottom of 


the largeſt of theſe fields, and was directly 
in view of the front of the houſe. No 


inconvenience had yet ariſen from that 
oh circumſtance, as there had been a broad 


{ 


path time out of mind, that interſected 


this field, and led directly from Haw- 
kins's houſe to the road. This path, or 


private road, was now by concert of Mr, 
Tyrrel and his obliging tenant ſhut up, 
ſo as to make Hawkins a fort of priſoner | 
in * own domains, and oblige him to 


89 
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g0 near a mile about for the purpoſes « of 
his traffic. 
Young Hawkins, the 1ad who had 
dech the original ſubject of diſpute between 
his father and the ſquire, had much of his 
father's ſpirit, and felt an uncontrolable 
indignation againſt the ſucceſſive acts of 
deſpotiſm of which he was a witneſs. 


His reſentment of them was the greater, 


becauſe the ſufferings to which his parent 


was expoſed, all of them, flowed from af 


fection to him, at the ſame time that he 
could not propoſe removing the ground 
of diſpute, as by ſo doing he would ſeem 
to fly in the face of his father's paternal | 
kindneſs. Upon the preſent occaſion, 
without aſking any counſel but of his 
cov impatient reſentment, he went in the 
middle of the night and removed all the 


obſtructions that had been placed in the 
way of the old path, broke the padlocks 


that had been fixed, and threw open the 
gates. In theſe operations he did not 
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7 


proceed unobſerved, and the next day a 
warrant was iſſued for apprehending him. 
He was accordingly carried before a 
bench of juſtices, and by them com- 
mitted to the county jail, to take his trial 
for the burglary. at the next aſſizes. * 

This was the finiſhing ſtroke to Haw- 
Eins's miſeries: as he was not deficient in 
Tourage, he had ſtood up againſt his 
other perſecutions without flinching. 
He. was not unaware of the advantages 
"which our laws and cuſtoms give to 
the rich over the poor in contentions of 
this kind. Bur, being once involved, 
there was a ſtubbornneſs in his nature 
that would not allow him to retract, and he 
ſuffered himſelf to hope rather than ex- 
pe&t a favourable iſſue. But in this 
laſt event he was wounded in the point 
that was neareſt his hearg He had 
feared to have his fon contaminated 
and debaſed by a ſervile Ration, and he 
now ſaw him transferred to the ſeminary 
2 - of 


CALES WILLIAMS. 123 
of a jail, He was even uncertain as to 
the iſſue of his impriſonment, and trem- 
bled to think what the tyranny of 
wealth might effect to blaſt his hopes for 5 
ever. 5 1 ot 
From this moment his heart died 

within him. He had truſted to perſeve- 
ring induſtry and ſkill to fave the wreck 
of his little property from the vulgar 
ſpite of his landlord. But he had now 
no longer any ſpirit to exert thoſe efforts. | 
which his ſituation more than ever re- 8 
quired, Mr. Tyrrel proceeded without 1 
remiſſion in his machinations; Haw- 
kins's affairs every day g grew more deſpe- | 
rate; and the ſquire, watching the occa- 
ſion, took the earlieſt opportunity of ſeiz- 
ing upon his remaining property in the 
mode of a diſtreſs for rent. 
It was preciſely in this ſtage of the affair 
that Mr. Falkland and Mr. Tyrrel 
accidentally met in a private road near 
the habitation of the latter. They 
were on horſeback, and Mr. Falkland 
& * Was 


"ap * 
Bat 


1 


. ren 


one 
J 1 
- þ Earn Aya : 
W's ke, Ae og Ch 2h . — eu 5 
C 
C w — — A ade 
B = So» TO rs. — — — 
5 2 ; | 
4 


— Fs wage 
ä RELy 8 
a fees * 2 


97, 


* 


* - 


124 - ADVENTURES OF | 


was going to the houſe of the unfor- 


* 


tunate tenant who ſeemed upon the 
point of periſhing under his landlord's 


malice. He had been juſt made acquaint- 
ed with the tale of this perſecution. It 


had indeed been an additional aggrava- 
tion of Hawkins's calamity that Mr. 
Falkland, whoſe interference might other- 
wiſe have ſaved him, had been abſent 
from the neighbourhood for a conſider- 

able time. He had been three months in 
London, and from thence had gone to 
viſit his eſtates in another part of the 


Iſland, The proud and fclf-confideng 


ſpirit of this poor fellow always diſpoſed 
him to depend as long as poſſible upon 
his own exertions, He had avoiced ap- 
plying to Mr. Falkland, or indeed indul- 
ging himſclf in any manner in commu- 


nicating and bewailing his hard hap, in 
the beginning of the contention; and, 


when the extremity grew more urgent, 
and he would have been willing to re- 
cede in ſome degree from the ſtubborn- 

ä neſs 


Fe 
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neſs of his meaſures, he found it no lon- 
- ger in his power. After an abſence of 


conſiderable duration Mr. F alkland at 


length returned ſomewhat unexpectedly 3 
and, having learned among the firſt 
articles of country intelligence the diſ- 


treſſes of this unfortunate yeoman, he re- 


ſolved to ride over to his houſe the next 


morning, and ſurpriſe him with all the 
relief it was in his power to beſto p. 
At ſight of Mr. Tyrrel in this uner- 


pected rencounter, his face reddened with 


indignation. His firſt feeling, as he after- 
wards ſaid, was to avoid him; but, find- 
ing that he muſt paſs him, he conceived _ 
that it would be a want of ſpirit and de- 
ſertion of duty not to acquaint him with 


his feelings on the preſent occaſion, 


Mr. Tyrel, ſaid he ſomewhat abrupt - 
ly, Lam ſorry for a piece of news which 1 it 


has juſt been my fortune to hear. f 
Well, fr, and what is that ? What 
have I to do with your ſorrow? 


8 A great 
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A great deal, fir. It is 0 by cs” 


diſtreſſes of a poor tenant of yours, Haw- 


kins. If your ſteward have proceeded 
without your authority, I think it right 
w inform you of what he has done; 
and; if he have had your authority, 1 
would gladly perſuade. you to 1 
better of it. 

MI. Falkland, it would be quite 
as well If you would mind your own 
buſineſs, and leave me to mind mine. I 
want no monitor, and I will have none. 
Jou miſtake, Mr. Tyrrel; I am mind- 
ang my own buſineſs, If I ſee you fall 
into a pit, it is my buſineſs to draw you 
out and fave your life. If I ſee you pur- 
ſaing a wrong line of conduct, it is my 


| buſinefs to ſet you 225 and fave. your 


honour. 
Zounds, fir, do not think to put any 


of your conundrums upon me! Is not 


the man my tenant? Is not my eſtate my 


ont ? What ſignifies calling it mine, if 


Ram 
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1 am not to have the direction of it? 
Sir, I pay for what I have; I owe no man 
a penny; and I will not put my eſtate 
to nurſe to you, nor * the beſt he that wears 
A head; © © | s 
Mr. Tyrrel, I 5 not ike your au- 
thority; I do not deſire to dictate to you z 
I ſimply with to dv you a good office. 
Do not deſire to dictate! no, nor you 
ſhall not, fir. How dare you attempt to 
ſtop me upon the king's highway ! 


Sir, I know that you bear me no good 
will. I am but an ill mediator in this 


caſe, and ſhould not have ſought you. 
Bur, thus thruſt by accident in your way, 
| I muſt have leave to tell you my thoughts. 
True, fir, I hate you. And what I 
hate you moſt for is this damned imper- 


tinence of pretending to be wiſer than 


every. body elſe. Is not this a free coun- 


4 and may not every _ do as he 


Mr. Tyrrel, 1 "kings your 1 
and 
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and will bear as much as I can, What 
do you mean, - fir, by a free country ? 1 
put no compulſion upon you. There is 
room enough; ride by me, if you pleaſe ! 
Sir, I defy you not to hear me, while I 
tell you coolly and firmly, Lou are 
greatly to blame, and muſt change your 
mode of proceeding! : | 
This is very extraordinary uſage ! Sir, 
I am not to blame. You know nothing 
about the matter. Do you think I will 
let a paltry fellow like this Hawkins in- 
falt me for nothing? Damn my ſoul, if 
1 will not have the heart's blood of him! 
It is very true, Mr. Tyrrel, that there 
is a diſtinction of ranks. I believe that 

diſtinction to be a good thing, and 
neceſſary to the peace of mankind. But, 
however neceſſary it may be, we muſt ac- 
knowledge that it puts ſome hardſhip upon 
the lower orders of ſociety. It makes one's 
heart ache io think that one man is born 
to the inheritance of every ſuperſluity, 
While 
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while the whole ſhare of another, without 
any demerit of his, is drudgery and 
ſtarving; and that all this is indiſpenſi- 
ble. We that are rich, Mr. Tyrrel, 
muſt do every thing in our power to 
lighten the yoke of theſe unfortunate 
people. We muſt not uſe the advan- 
tage tliat accident has given us, with an 
unmerciful hand. Poor wretches ! they 
are preſſed almoſt beyond bearing as it 
is; and if we unfeelingly. give another 
turn to the machine, they will be n | v8 
into atoms, | © | 1 
This picture was not without i its 1 
even upon the obdurate mind of Mr. 
Tyrrel.— Well, fir, 1 am no tyrant. I. 
know very well that tyranny is a bad 
thing. But you do not infer from 
thence that theſe people are to do as they 
pleaſe, and never to meet with their 
deſerts? £ 
Mr. Tyzrel, 1 * LS, Ton are * 
in your animoſity. Suffer me to hail the 
y G5 + new⸗ 
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n ADVENTURES or * 
new- born benevolence of your nature. 


Go with me to Hawkins. Do not let us 


talk of his deſerts ! poor fellow! he has 
ſuffered almoſt all that human nature can 
endure, Let your forgiveneſs upon this 
_ occaſion be the earneſt of good neigh- 
| bourhood and friendſnip between you F 
and me. Fe 
No, fir, I will not 8. 1. own thefe is 
ſomething in what you ſay. 1 always knew 
you had the wit to make good your own | 
Rory," and tell a plauſible tale. But ! 
will not be come over thus. It has al- 
ways been my character, when I had once 
conceived a ſcheme of vengeance never 
to forego it; and I will not change that 
character. 1 took up Hawkins when 
every body forfook him, and made a man 
of him; and the ungrateful raſcal has 
only infulted me for my pains. Curſe 


* 


me, if ever J forgive him! It would be = | 


a good jeſt indeed, if I were to forgive 
the infolence of my own ercature, at the 
| deſire — 


cALEN WILLIAMS: 1g. 


deſire of a man like you that has been my. 
Perpetuak plague. 


For God's ſake, Mr. Tyrrel, have 


| ſome. reaſon.; in, your reſentment ! Let us. 
ſuppoſe that Hawkins has behaved. un- 
Juſtifiably, and inſulted you, Is that an- 
offence that can never be expiated ? Muſt. 
the father be ruined, and the ſon hanged, 
to glut. your.reſentment ?- | | 


Damn me, ſir, but you may . your 


heart out; you mall get nothing of me. 
oF mall never forgive myſelf for having 
liſtened: to you for a moment. I'will 
ſuffer nobody to. ſtop the ſtream of my; 


reſentment ; if, I ever were to forgive 
lim, it: ſhould. be at nobody's intreaty but 


my. own. But, fir, I never will. If he 
and all. his family were at my feet, I; 
would order them all to be hanged the 
next minute, if my un were as good 
as my will. 


Very well, fir, I have FRG ide 


ly to tell you beforehand that ſuch ty»: 
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n new- born benevolence of your nature. 1 5 
Go with me to Hawkins. Do not let us 


talk of his deſerts! poor fellow! he has 
ſuffered almoſt all that human nature can 
endure. Let your forgiveneſs upon this 
occaſion be the earneſt of good neigh- 
bourhood and nn, between you | 
and me. 
No, fir, I will not g0. 0 there 5 1s 
ſomething in what you ſay. I always knew 
you had the wit to make good your own 
ſtory, and tell a plauſible tale. But 1 
will not be come over thus. It has al- 
| ways been my character, when I had once 
conceived a ſcheme of vengeance never 
to forego it; and I will not change that 
character. 1 took up Hawkins when 
every body forfook him, and made a man 
of him; and the ungrateful raſcal has 
only infulted me for my pains. Curſe 
me, if ever 1 forgive him! It would be 
a good jeſt indeed, if 1 were to forgive 
the infolence of wy own ercature, at the 
deſire 
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deſire of a man like you that bas deen my. 
perpetual plague. 

For God's ſake, . Mr. Ertel ho 
ſome reaſon. in. your reſentment ! Let us 
ſuppoſe that Hawkins has behaved un- 
Juſtifiabhy, and inſulted you, Is that an 
offence that can never be expiated ? Muſt. 
the father be ruined, and the ſoa hanged, 
to glut. Jour. reſentment ?. 3 


Damn me, ſir, but you may talk your 
heart out; you ſhall get nothing of me. 


I ſhall. never forgive myſelf for having, 
liſtened: to you for a moment. I'wilk 
ſuffer nobody to. ſtop the ſtream of my; 


reſentment ; if, I ever were to forgive 
him, it ſhould. be at nobody's intreaty but 


my. own. But, fir, I never will. If he 
and all. his. family were. at my feet, I 
would order them all to be hanged the 


next minute, if my. n were as good. 


as my will. 


Very well, br, 1 F have done. 1 | 


_ to tell you beforehand that ſuch ty»: 
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ranny as yours will make you the univer- 
ſal abhorrence of mankind. You may 


hug yourſelf in your wealth and impu- 
nity, but be ſure the genuine ſenſe of 


the world will pierce through all your | 
intrenchments, and fully avenge thoſe 
for whoſe blood you ſo cruelly thirſt, . 


Good day to you. : 
Such was the conference of Mr. Falk. 


land and Mr. Tyrrel reſpecting this 
odious tranſaction. In one part it ſeem- 


ed to promiſe a more favourable iſſue. 


But the rooted depravity of the one, and 
perhaps the haughty impatience of the 
other, ſoon put an end to this agreeable 
proſpect. For Mr. Tyrrel, the averſion 
he entertained for his accompliſhed neigh- 
bour hourly increaſed. It ſeemed as if, 
the more inconteſtibly his excellencies 
diſplayed themſelves, the more bitter 


and inexpiable was the abhorrence he 


conceived for him. Having ſet out with 
n and perſuaded himſelf of the 


unpardonable 
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unpardonable injuſtice of thoſe by whom 


Mr. Falkland was eſteemed, he was 


probably anxious to exclude the evidence 
of his worth; and, as that evidence went 
on to increaſe, the ſtruggle became 
more painful, and the ſituation more ex- 
cruciating. In this reſpect the ſtate of 
Mr. Tyrrel's mind was perhaps pecu- 
liarly critical; and, if we ſhould allow 
ourſelves to judge from the appearances 
exhibited in the preſent caſe, we ſnould 


be apt to lay it down as a fort of general 


maxim, that the greateſt criminal, when 


he perpetrates the moſt atrocious act, is 
upon the very eve of yielding to the 


energy of truth, and relinquiſning * | 


ever his odious deſigns. + 


Mr. Falkland departed from this 5 
ference with a confirmed diſapprobation 


of the conduct of his neighbour, and an 
unalterable reſolution to do every thing 
in his power to relieve the diſtreſſes of 


3 Hawkins. 
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Hawkins. But he was too late. When 
he arrived, he found the houſe already. 
evacuated by its maſter. The family. 
was removed nobody, knew whither;. 
Hawkins was abſconded; and, what was. 
ſtill more extraordinary, the boy Haw- 
kins had eſcaped on the very. ſame day 
from the county jail. - The enquiries. | 
Mr. Falkland ſet on foot after them were 
fruitleſs; no traces could. be found of. 
the cataſtrophe of. theſe unhappy people.. 
That cataſtrophe I ſhall have. occaſion. 
| ſhortly to relate; and it will be found; 
pregnant. with horror, beyond what the 
blackeſt mn could readily have 
| ſuggeſted. | 
I go on with my tale. 180 on to 
relate thoſe incidents in which my own 
fate was ſo myſteriouſly involved. The 
temper. of Mr. Tyrrel, ſoured with 
perpetual. diſappointment, became every. 
day more peeviſh, arrogant and moroſe. 
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48 
C H TW! F. vii. 


= vices of Mr. Miete in their 
Preſent ſtate of augmentation, were pecu- 
liarly exerciſed upon his domeſtics and 
| dependents. But the principal ſufferer 
was miſs Emily Melvile, the orphan 
daughter of his father's ſiſter. Miſs 
| Melvile's mother had married unfortu- 
nately, or rather imprudently, againſt 
the conſent of her relations, all of whom 
had agreed to withdraw their countenance 
from her in conſequence of that precipi- 
tate ſtep, Her huſband had turned out 

to be no better than an adventurer; had 
ſpent her fortune, which in conſequence 
of the irreconcilableneſs of her family 
was leſs than he expected, and broken 
her heart. Her infant daughter was left 
withcut any reſource upon the wide 
world. In this ſituation the repreſenta- 
. 1 0 tions 


* 
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tions of the people with whom ſhe hap- 
pened to be placed prevailed upon Mrs. 
Tyrrel, the mother of the ſquire, to re- 
ceive her into her family, In equity 
perhaps ſhe was entitled to that portion 
of fortune which her mother had forfeit- 
ed by her imprudence, and which had. 
gone to ſwell the property of the male re. 
preſentative, But this idea had never 

entered into the conceptions of either 
mother or ſon. Mrs. Tyrrel conceived 
that ſhe performed an act of the moſt \. 
exalted benevolence in admitting miſs 
Emily into a fort of amphibious ſituation, 
which was neither preciſely that of a 
domeſtic, nor yet marked with the treat- 


ment that might ſeem due to one of the | 
1 
family. - | 


r — 

eee dern Iva 
n N 
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She had not however at grſt been ſen⸗ 
fible of all the mortifications that might 
have been expected from her condition. 
Mrs. Tyrrel, though proud and impe- 
rious, was not ill- natured. The female, 
who 
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who lived in the family in the capacity 
of houſekeeper, was a perſon who had 
ſeen better days, and whoſe diſpoſition 
was extremely upright and amiable. She 
early contracted a friendſhip for the 

little Emily, who was indeed for the 
moſt part committed to her care. Emily 
on her ſide fully repaid the affection of 
her inſtructreſs, and learned with great 
docility the little accompliſhments Mrs. 
Jakeman was able to communicate. But 
moſt of all ſhe imbibed her chearful and 
artleſs temper, that extracted the agree- 
able and encouraging from all events,and. 
| prompted her to communicate her ſenti- 
ments, which were never of the cynical 
caſt, without modification or diſguiſe. 
Beſide the advantages Emily derived from 
Mrs. Jakeman, ſhe was permitted to take 
leſſons from the maſters who came to. 
Tyrrel Place for the inſtruction of her 
couſih ; and indeed, as the young gentle- 
wan. was. moſt frequently indiſpoſed to 
| TT. attend 
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attend to them, they would commonly have 
had nothing to do, had it not been for the 

fortunate preſence of miſs Melvile. Mrs. 
Tyrrel therefore encouraged the ſtudies 

of Emily on that ſcore; in addition to 
which ſhe imagined that this living ex- 
hibition of inſtruction might operate as 

an indirect allurement to her darling 

Barnabas, the only ſpecies Gy motive I 
would ſuffer to be preſented. 

Emily, as ſhe grewup, diſplayed an un- 
common degree of ſenſibility, which un- 
der her circumſtances would have been 
a ſource of perpetual diſſatisfaction, had 
it not been qualified with an extreme 
ſweetneſs and eaſineſs of temper. She 
was far from being entitled to the ap- 
pellation of a beauty. Her perſon was 
petite and trivial; her complexion ſa- 


voured of the brunette; and her face was 
marked with the ſmall pox, ſufficiently | 


to deſtroy its evenneſs and poliſh, though 
not enough to annihilate its expreſſion, 
| But, 
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Bur, though her appearance was not 
beautiful, it did not fail to be in a high 
degree engaging. Her complexion was 
at once healthful and delicate; her long 
dark eye-brows adapted themſelves with 
facility to the various conceptions of her 
mind.; and her looks bore the united im- 
preſſion of an active diſcernment and a 
good - humoured frankneſs. The inſtruc- 
tion ſhe had received, as it was entirely 
of a caſual nature, exempted her from 
the evils of untutored ignorance, but 
not from a ſort of native wildneſs, argu- 

ing a mind incapable of guile itſelf, or 
of ſuſpecting it in others. She amuſed, 
without ſeeming conſcious of the refined 
ſenſe which her obſervations contained: 
or rather, having never been debauched 
with applauſe, ſhe ſet light by her own 
| qualifications; and talked from the pure 
gaiety of a youthful heart acting upon 
the ſtores of a juſt underſtanding, and 
. | Wb not 
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not with any exp=Rarion of being diſ- 
tinguiſhed and admired, 

The death of her aunt range very lit- 
tle change in her ſituation, - This pru- 
dent lady, who would have thought it 
little leſs than ſacrilege to have conſider- 
ed miſs Melvile as a | branch of the ſtock 
of the Tyrrels, took no other notice of 
her in her will, than barely putting her 
down for a hundred pounds in a cata- 
logue of legacies to her ſervants. She 
had never been admitted into the inti- 
macy and confidence of Mrs. Tyrrel ; 


and the young ſquire, now that ſhe was 


left under his ſole protection, ſeemed 
inclined to treat her with even more 
liberality than his mother had done. He 
had ſeen her grow up under his eye, and 
therefore, though there were but” fix 
years difference between theif ages, he 
felt a kind of paternal intereſt in her 
welfare. Habit had rendered her in a 
manner neceſſary to him, and in every 


receſs 
ö i ' 
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receſs from the occupations of the field 
and the pleaſures of the table, he found 
himſelf ſölitary and forlorn without the 
ſociety of miſs. Melvile. Nearneſs of 
| kindred and Emily's want of perſonal 
beauty prevented him from ever look-. 
| ing on her with the eyes of deſire. Her 
- accompliſhments were chiefly of the cuſ- 
tomary and ſuperficial kind, dancing 
and muſic. Her {kill in the firſt led him 

- ſometimes to indulge her with 'a vacant 
corner in his carriage when he went to 
the neighbouring aſſembly ; and, in what- 

ever-light he might himſelf think pro- 

per to regard her, he would have ima- 

- _gined his chambermaid, introduced by 
| him, entitled to an undoubted place in 
the moſt ſplendid circle. Her muſical 
talents were frequently employed for his 
amuſement. She had the honour occa- 
fionally of playing him to fleep after the 
fatigues of the chace; and as he had 
Jome reliſh for harmonious ſounds, ſhe 
was 
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was frequently able to ſoothe him by 


their means from the perturbations of 


which his gloomy diſpoſition was ſo emi- 
nently a ſlave. Upon the whole ſhe 
might be conſidered as in ſome fort his 


favourite. She was the mediator to 


whom his tenants and domeſtics, when 
they had incurred his diſpleaſure, were 
accuſtomed to apply; the privileged 
companion that could handle this lion 
with 1 impunity in the midſt of his roar- 
ings. She ſpoke to him without fear; 


her ſolicitation? were always good- na- 


tured and diſintereſted; and, when he re- 
pulſed her, he diſarmed himſelf of half 
his terrors, and was contented to ſmile 
at her preſumption. 


4 


Such had been for ſome years che ſitu- 
ation of miſs Melvile. Its precariouſ- 
neſs had been beguiled, by the chearful- 
neſs of her own temper, and the uncom- 
mon forbearance with which ſhe was 
treated by her ſavage protector. But 
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his ade always brutal, had ac- 
quired a new degree of ferocity ſince the 
ſettlement of Mr. Falkland in his neigh- 
| bourhood, He occaſionally forgot the 
| gentleneſs with which he had been ac- 
=. cuſtomed to treat his good-natured cou- 
4 fin, Her little playful arts were not al- 
ways ſucceſsful in ſoftening his rage; and 
38k [ he would ſometimes turn upon her blan- 
| diſhments with an impatient ſternneſs 
that made her tremble. The careleſs 
eaſe of her diſpoſition however ſoon ef- 
F faced theſe impreſſions, and ſhe fell with- 
= out variation into her old habics, 
1 1 A circumſtance occurred about this 
[| | time which put an end to the felicity, 
| ) „ that miſs Melvile in ſpite of the frowns 
of fortune had hitherto enjoyed. Emily 
= was exactly ſeventeen when Mr. F alk- 
= land returned from the continent. At 
is age ſhe was peculiarly ſuſceptible of 
1 5 the charms of beauty, grace and moral. 
excellence, when united in a perſon of the 
other 
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other ſex, She was imprudent, preciſely 
becauſe her own heart, was incapable of 
guile. She had never yet felt the ſting 


of the poverty to which ſhe was con- 


demned, and had not reflected on the in- 


7 ſuperable diſtance that fortune has pla- 


ced between the opulent and the poorer 


claſſes of the community, She beheld : 


Mr. Falkland, whenever he was mon 
in her. way at any of the public meet- 

ings with admiration; and, without hav- 
ing preciſely explained to herſelf the ſen- 
timents ſhe indulged, her eyes followed 
him through all the changes of the ſcene 
with eagerneſs and impatience,” She did 
not ſee him, as the reſt of the aſſembly 
did, born to one of the ampleſt eſtates 


in the county, and qualified to aſſert his 


title to tlie richeſt heireſs. She thought 
only of Falkland, with thoſe advantages 5 
which were moſt intimately his own, and 


: of which no perſecution of adverſe for- 


une had the ab: lity to deprive him. In 
Vol. F a a word 
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u word ſhe. was tranſported when he Was 
preſent ; he was the perpetual ſubject of 
her reveries and her dreams; but his 
image excited no ſentiment in her mind 
n that of the immediate wee ; 
—_—_—_ to the idea | 
The notice Mr. F alkland had wken 
| of her in return appeared ſufficiently 
encouraging to a mind ſo full of prepoſ- 
ſieſſion as that of Emily. There was a 
particular-complacency in his looks when 
directed towards her. He had ſaid in a 


company, of which one of the perſonn 


preſent repeated his remarks to miſs 
Melvile, that ſhe appeared to him ami- 
able and intereſting, that he felt for her 
unprovided and deſtitute ſituation, and 
that he ſhould have been glad. to be more 
particular in his notice of her, had he 
not been apprehenſive af doing her a 
prejudice in the ſuſpicious mind of Mr. 
* yrrel. All chis ſhe treated as the rav- 
iſhing condeſcenſion of Th ſuperior na- 
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ture; for, if ſhe did not recolle& with 
fofficient aſſiduity his gifts of fortune, 
ſhe was on the other hand filled with 
reverence for his unrivalled accompliſh- 
ments. But, while ſhe thus ſeemingly 
diſclaimed all compariſon between Mr. 
Falkland and herſelf, ſhe probably che- 
riſned a confuſed idea that ſome event 


was yet in the womb of fate which might 
reconcile things apparently the moſt in- : 
compatible. Fraught with theſe prepoſ- 


ſeſſions, the civilities that had once or 
twice occurred in the buſtle of a public 


circle, the reſtoring her fan which ſhe 
bad dropped, or the diſcommoding her 


of an empty tea - cup. made her heart 
| palpitate, and gave birth meme willelk 


chimeras in her deluded imagination. 


About this time an event is: rh 


that helped to give a -preciſe determina- 
tion to the fluctuations of miſs, Mel- 
vile's mind. One evening, a ſhart time 
after the death of Mr. Clare, Mr. 


H 2 Falklane 
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lemnity to the ſcene. Mr. 


* 
8 0 * — 
* — AR — — — ar > i — — — — 
W — — A — 2 
4 1 — pas — — : 


Nied had been to the houſe of his 
deceaſed friend in his, quality of exe- 
cutor; and by ſome accidents of little in- 
trinſic importance had been detained 


three or four hours later than he intend- 
ed. He did not ſet out upon his return 
till two o' clock in the morning. At this 


time, in a ſituation ſo remote from the 


metropolis, every thing is as ſilent as it 


would be in a region wholly uninhabit- 

ed. The moon ſhone bright, and the 
objects around, being marked with 
ſtrong variations of light and ſhade at 
the fame time that they were not diſ- 
tinctly ſeen, gave a kind of ſacred ſo- 
Falkland had 
taken Collins with hig the buſineſs to 
be ſettled at Mr. Tlare's being in ſome 
reſpects ſimilar to that to which this 
faithful domeſtic had been accuſtomed 
in the routine of his | ordinary ſervice. 
They had entered into ſome converſa- 


tion, for Mr. Falkland was not then in 


3 = j - 
ry % FL 4 ; t q 
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| thi habit of obliging the perſons about 
him by formality and reſerve to recol- = 
lect who he was. Thel attractions of the 
ſcene made them break off the talk ſome- 
what abruptly, that they might enjoy it 
without interruption. They had not 
rode far, before a hollow wind mente to 
riſe at a diſtanee, and they could hear 
the hoarſe roarings of the ſea. Preſently 
the ſky on one ſide aſſumed the appear! 
ance of a reddiſh' brown, and a ſudden 
angle in the road placed this phenome- =, 
non directly before them. As they pro- = 
ceeded it became more diſtinct, and ii 
was at length mma - 
was occaſioned by a fire. Mr. Falkland _ 
put ſpurs to his horſe ;- and, as they ap= RK 
proached, the object preſented every in- | 
ſtant a more tremendous appearance. 
The flames aſcended with fierceneſs ; they 
embraced a large portion of the horizon; | 1 
and, as they carried up along with them = 
numerous little fragments of the mate- = 
il 3 rials 
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rials that fed them, Saeed wh 


| fire, and of an extremely bright and lu- 


minous colour, they preſented | no inade.. 
quate * of the den of a vol- 


8 a village | 


directly in their road. There were eight 


of ten houſes already on fire, and the 
whole ſeemed to be threatened with im- 


| mediare deſtruction. The inhabitants 
were in the utmoſt conſternation, having 


had no previous experience of a ſimilar 
calamity. They conveyed with haſte 
their moveables and furniture into the 
adjoining fields, the whole ſurface of 


which was heated to an uncommon de- 


gree. When any of them had effected 
this as far as it could be attempted with 
ſafety, they were unable to conceive any 
farther remedy, but ſtood wringing their 
hands and contemplating the ravages of 
the fire in an agony of powerleſs deſpair. 
The water that could be procured i in any 

mode 


Tr 
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mode practiſed in that place, was but 


as a drop contending with a whole ele- 
ment in arms. The wind in the mean 


time was riſing, and the flames ſpread 
with 1 more and more rapidity. 1 
Mr. Falkland contemplated this fe 
for a few minutes, as if ruminating with 
himſelf as to What could be done. He 
chen directed ſome of the country people 
about him to pull down a houſe, next to. 


one that was wholly on fire, but which it- 


ſelf was not yet touched. They ſeemed 
aſtoniſhed at a direction which implied a 
voluntary deſtruction of property, and. 
conſidered the taſk. as too much in the: 


heart of the danger to be undertaken. 
Obſerving that they were mationleſs, he. 


diſmounted ſrom his horſe, and calledi 
upon them in an authoritative voice to 
follow him. He aſcended the houſe in. 


an inſtant, and preſently appeared upon 


the top of it as if in the midſt of the! 
flames. Having, with the aſſiſtance of 
H 4 two 
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two or three of the perſons that followed 


him moſt cloſely, and ho by this time 
had ſupplied themſelves with whatever 


tools came next to hand, looſened the 
ſupport of a ſtack of chimnies, he puſh- 
ed them headlong into the midſt of the 
fire. He paſſed and repaſſed along the 


roof; and, having ſet people to work on 


all parts, deſcended in order to ſee what 


could be done in any other quarter. 

At this moment an elderly woman burſt 
from the midſt of a houſe in flames, 
The utmoſt conſternation was painted 
in her looks; and, as ſoon as ſhe could 
recollect herſelf enough to have a pro- 


per idea of her ſituation, the ſubject of 
her anxiety ſeemed in an inſtant to be 


totally changed. Where is my child? 
cried ſhe, and caſt an anxious and pierc- 


ing look among the ſurrounding crowd. 
Oh, ſhe is loſt 1 ſhe is in the midſt of the 


flames! Save her! ſave her! my child ! She 
filledtheair with Reon eee ſhrieks. She 
V turned 
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turned towards the houſe. The people 
that were near endeavoured to prevent 
her, but ſhe ſhook them off in a moment. 
She entered the paſſage; viewed the 
hideous ruin; and was then going to 
plunge into the blaving ſtair caſe. Mr., 
Falkland ſeized her arm; it was Mrs. 


Jakeman. Stop! he cried, with a voice 


that ſeemed more than human. Stay you 
here! I will feek, I will ſave her] He 


charged the attendants to detain Mrs. 
Jakeman; he enquired which was the 
apartment of Emily. Mrs. Jakeman was 
upon a viſit to a ſiſter who lived in the 
village, and had brought Emily along 
with her. Mr. Falkland aſcended a 
neighbouring houſe; entered that in 


which Emily was, by a window in the 


roof; and in two minutes re · appeared with 
his lovely burthen in his arms. Having 
reſtored her to her affectionate protector 


Matched from the immediate graſp of 
death, from which, if he had not, none 


* 5 - would 
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would have delivered her, he returned to. 


his former taſk.” By his preſence of 
mind, by his indefatigable humanity and: 
inceſſant exertions, he ſaved three-fourths: 
of the village from deſtruction. The- 
conflagration being at length abated, he 
fought again Mrs. Jakeman and Emily. 
He diſplayed. the: tendereſt ſolicitude for. 
the young lady's ſafety, and directed 
Collins to go with as much ſpeed as he 
could,” and fend his chariot to attend her: 
More than an hour elapſed in this inter- 

val. Miſs Melvile had never ſeen. fo 
ke Mr. Falkland upon. any former 
orcaſion, and the ſpectacle of ſuch huma · 
nity, Uelicacy; firmneſs and. juſtice in the 


; form of man, as he (crowded into this 
mall ſpace, was both altogether new to 


her, and in the-higheſt degree faſcinating, 
Emily no ſooner arrived at the family 
Aden, than Mr. Tyrreb ran out to re- 


ceive her. He had juſt heard of the me- 


Hncholy accident that had taken place at 
ok 5 | ON | =: 
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the village, and was terrified for the fafety. 
of his good-humoured coulin, He diſ- 
played thoſe unpremeditated emotions 
which are common to almoſt. eve indi- 
vidual of the human race. He was 
greatly ſhocked at the ſuſpicion that 
Emily might poſſibly have become the 
victim of a cataſtrophe which had thus 
broken out in the very dead of night. 
His ſenſations were of the moſt pleaſing 
fort, when he folded her in his arms and 


fearful apprehenſion was inſtantaneouſly | 1 
converted into joyous certainty, Emily 7 4 
no ſooner entered the well-known roof, 7 
than ſhe forgot all. ſhe had ſuffered; hef wo 
ſpirits were briſk,. and her tongue inceſ- | | 
ſant in deſcribing her danger and her de- 5 


liverance, Mr. Tyrrel had formerly been. 
tortured with the innocent eulogiums ſhe 
pronounced of Mr. Falkland. But theſe 

| were tameneſs itſelf, compared wich the 
rich and various eloquence that now 
flowed from her lips. She deſoribed his 
e  H6 - _ - *_ 
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activity and his reſources, the prompti- 
tude with which every thing was con- 


ceived, and the cautious, but daring wiſ- 


dom with which it was executed. All 


Vas fairy land and enchantment in the te- 


nour of her artleſs tale; you ſaw a bene- 


ficent genius ſurveyin> and controling 


the whole, oy could have no notion of 
any human means by which ae | 


Frere effected. 


Mr. Tyrrel liſtened for a while to theſe 


innocent effuſions with patience ; he could 


even bear to hear the man, applauded by 


| whom he had juſt obtained ſo conſiderable 


a benefit. But the theme by amplifica- 


tion became nauſeous, and he was at 
length obliged with ſome roughneſs to 
put an end to the tale. Probably upon 
recollection it appeared ſtill more inſolent 
and intolerable than while it was paſſing ; 


the ſenſation of gratitude, wore off, but 
the hyperbolical praiſe that had been be- 
ſtowed ſtill haunted his memory, and 

: ſounded 
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ſounded in his ear: Emily ſeemed to have 


entered into the confederacy that diſturb- 
ed his repoſe. As for the young lady 


herſelf, ſhe was wholly: unconſcious of 
the offence that had been given, and upon 


every occaſion quoted . Mr. F alkland as 


the model of elegant manners and true 
wiſdom. She was a total ſtranger. to diſſi- 
mulation; and ſhe could not conceive 
that any body beheld the object of her 
admiration with leſs partiality than her 
inexperienced heart had entertained, 
_ Meanwhile, her artleſs love became 


more fervent than ever. She. flattered 


herſelf that nothing leſs than aà re- 
ciprocal paſſion could have prompted 
Mr. F alkland to the deſperate attempt 
of ſaving her from the flames; and ſhe 
trufted that this paſſion would ſpeedily 
burſt the barriers of ſilence, as well as in- 


duce. the object of her affection to over- 


look her comparative. unworchineſs. 
Mr. Tyrrel endeavoured at firſt. to 
| check 


_ nevi FEES 


check mils Melvile in her dais; and 


to convince her by various tokens that 


the ſubje& was diſagreeable to him. 
Emily was accuſtomed to yield implicit 
and unreluctant obedience, and therefore 
it was not difficult to reſtrain her; but 
upon the very next occaſion her favourite 
topic would force its way to her lips. 
Her obe dience was the acquieſcence of a 
frank and benevolent heart; but it was 


the moſt diffieult thing in the world to 


infpire- her with fear. Conſcious herſelf 

that ſhe would not hurt a worm ſhe could 
not conceive-that'any one would harbour 
cruelty and rancour againſt her, Her 


temper preſerved her from obſtinate con- 


tentiom with the perſons under whoſe pro- 
tection ſhe was placed; and; as her com- 
pliance was unheſitating, ſhe had had no 
experience of a ſevere and rigorous treat- 
ment. As Mr. Tyrrel's objection to- the 


very name of Falkland became more pe al- 
_ and uniform, miſs Melvile in- 


creaſed. 
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creaſed in her precaution; She would: 
| ftop herſelf . in the half- pronounced ſen 


This circùmſtance had neceſſarily an un- 


gracious effect; it Was a cutting ſatire 


upon the imbecility of her kinſman. 


U pon theſe occaſions ſhe would ſometimes. 


venture upon a good-humoured expoſtu- 
lation: Dear fir! well, L wonder how 
you can be ſo ilhnatured! Lam ſure Mr. 


Falkland would do you any good office 


in the world: till: ſhe was checked by. 


ſome n of nn and e | 


neſs. 


heedleſſneſs and inattention. But it was 
now too late. Mr. Tyrrel already ſuſ- 
pected the exiſtence of that paſſion which 
ſhe had thoughtleſsly imbibed. His ima- 
gination, ingenious in torment, ſuggeſted 


to him all the different openings in con- 
verſation in which ſhe would have intra- 


duced che praiſe of Mr. Falkland, had. 
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aced under this unnatural 
reſtraint. Her preſent 'referve upon the 
ſubject was more inſufferable than even 


her former loquacity. All his kindneſs 


for this unhappy orphan gradually ſub- 
ſided. Her partiality for the man who 
of all others was moſt the object of his ha- 
tred, appeared to him as the laſt perſecu- 


tion of a malicious deſtiny. He figured 


himſelf as about to be deſerted by every 
creature in human form, all men under 
the influence of a fatal enchantment ap- 


proving only what was ſophiſticated and 
artificial, and holding the rude and ge- 


nuine offspring of nature in mortal anti- 
pathy. Impreſſed with theſe gloomy 
preſages, he ſaw miſs Melvile with no 


ſentiments but thoſe of rancorous abhor- 


rence; and, accuſtomed as he was to the 
uncontroled indulgence of all his propen- 
fities, — to Ne n her a 


| _ nn 
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R. [TYRREL conſulted his 40 con- 
nden reſpecting the plan he ſhould pur- 
ſue, who on his part felt no compunction 
upon the ſubject, nor had any idea that 
ar inſignifieant girl, without either wealth 
or beauty, ought to be allowed for a mo- 
ment to ſtand in the way of the gratifica- 
tions of a man of Mr. Tyrrel's impor- 
tance. The firſt idea of her now unre- 
lenting kinſman was to thruſt her from his 
doors, and leave her to ſeek her bread in 
the wide world. But he was conſcious 
that this proceeding would involve him 
in conſiderable obloquy; and he at length 
fixed upon a ſcheme which, at the ſame 
time that he believed it would ſufficiently 
ſhelter. his reputation, would much more 
certainly ſecure her mortification and pu- 
nulbment, 


For 
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For this purpoſe he fixed upon a young 
man of twenty, the ſon of one Grimes, 
who occupied a ſmall farm the property 
of his confident. This fellow- he re- 
fol ved to impoſe as a huſband on miſs 
Melvile, who he ſhrewdly ſuſpected, 
guided by the tender ſentiments ſhe had- 
unfortunately conceived. for Mr. Falk- 
land, would liſten with reluctance to any 


matrimonial propoſal. Grimes he ſelect- 


ed as being in all reſpects the diametrical 


reverſe of Mr. Falkland. He was not 


preciſely a lad of vicious propenſities, but 


in an inconceivable degree booriſh and 


uncouth. His complexion was ſcarcely 
human; his features were coarſe, and 


ſtrangely. diſcordant and disjointed from, 


each other. His lips were thick, and the 


rone of his voice broad and unmodulated.. 


His legs were of equal ſize from one end 


to the other, and his feet, miſhapen and. 
clumſy. He had nothing ſpiteful or ma- 
en in his diſpoſition, but he was a 

total 
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a0 ranger to tenderneſs; he oy not 
feel for thoſs refinements in others, of 
which he had no experience in himſelf! 


He was an expert boxer; his inclination 
kd him to ſuch amuſements as were moſt 
boiſterous; and he delighted in a ſort of 


manual ſarcaſm, which he could not con- 
ceive to be very injurious, as it left no 
traces behind it. His general manners 
were noiſy and obſtreperous; inattentive 
to others; and obſtinate and unyielding, 
not from any cruelty and ruggedneſs of 


temper, but from an incapacity to con- 


ceive thoſe finer feelings that make fo. 


large a part of the ite * of perſons 


who are caſt in a gentler mould. 

Such was the uncouth and half. civi- 
liſed animal which the induſtrious malice 
of Mr. Tyrrel fixed upon as.moſt happily 
adapted to his purpole. Emily had hi- 


therto been in an unuſual degree exemptect 


from the oppreſſion. of deſpotiſin. Her 
W had ſerved her as & 


protections. 
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protection. No one thought it Forth his 


ters of opulence are commo 
She had the wildneſs as well as the deli- 


while to fetter her with thoſe numerous 
petty reſtrictions, with which the daugh- 
My tormented, 


cate frame of the-bird that warbles x un- 


moleſted in its native groves, - 1. 


When therefore ſhe heard from her 
kinſman che propoſal of Mr. Grimes for 


with aſtoniſhment at ſo unexpected a ſug- 


geſtion, But, as ſoon as ſhe recovered 


her ſpeech, ſhe replied: No, fir, I thank 


you. Bleſs me! I do not want a huf- 


band: I am but a child. 


You are a woman! Are not you al- 
ways hankering after the men? It is high 
1 you ſhould' be ſettled. 

Mr. Grimes is ſuch a ſtrange man, 


Why, 1 do' not know what he is like! 


He is like for all the world a great huge 


1 4 Nea, + e vou! when I do 


have 
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have a hüſband, it N not 1 
man as Grimes neither 
Be ſilent! How dare you wo your 


a ſuch unaccountable liberties? 


Well, I wonder what I ſhould do- with 


him. Why, it is like as if you ſhould 


give me your great rough-water-dog, and 


bid me make him a ſilk cufhioni to lie in 


my dreſſing. room. Beſide, ſir, Grimes 


is a common labouring man, and I am. 
ſure I have always heard my aunt ſay * 


| ours is.a very great family: 
It is a lie! Our family:? Hive you the 
. eee ee one of our | 


family? | 1 N 


Lord, ſir I was not your Sudpäpe 


my grandpapa ? And how then can we 


be of à different family e 720 
For a damned e You are 


the daughter of a raſcally Sxotchman, 
who ſpent every ſhilling of: my aunt an- 


5 nahis fortune, and left you an! beggar. 
; — a hundred pounds, and 


* 


It For _ Grumes's 


8 
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Grimes's father promiſes to give him at 


much. How dare you, ann moth _ 


your equals ? nb wort en e 
Nay, -now, ſir, I am FEW: 1 am not 


Proud. But indeed and indeed, Gr, L can 


never love Mr. Gtimes: Dear, dear 


he is more like a cart- horſe than a huſ- 
8 band. Jam very happy as Jam. I love 


you, and | I leve Mrs. WIE 4d 
ould I be married 

Ccaſe your Sans Grind: will be 
here this afternoon. Lock that you 
behave well to him. If you de not, he 
will remember and repay —_ oo leaſt 


like it. 


Now, I am ſure, fir, you—you a are not 
e l G a1 / 

Not in earneſt! 8 ae bn be 
will ſee that. I can tell what you would 


be at. You' had rather be Mr. Falk- 


land's miſs, than the wife of a plain 
dowpright yeoman. Hut I ſhall take 

care of en this comes of indul- 
2 22s) N * 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 1567 


gence. Lou muſt be taken down, mifß. 


' You muſt be taught the difference be- 


tween high: flown notions and realities. 
Mayhap you may take it a little in dud- 
geon or ſo, But never mind that. | Pride 
always wants a little ſmarting. If you 


ſhould be brought to ſhame, it is I that 
thall bear all the: blame of it. 


The tone in which Mr. Tyrrel: ſpoke 
was ſo different from any thing to which 
miſs Melvile had been accuſtomed, that 
the felt herſelf wholly unable te determine 
what conſtruction io put upon it. Some- 


times ſhe thought he had really formed 


a plan for impoſing upon her a condition, 


that ſhe· could not bear ſo much as to 
think of. But preſently ſhe rejected this 


idea as an unworthy imputation upon 
her kinſman, and concluded that it was 


only his way, and that all he meant was 


to try her. To be reſolved however ſhe 


determined to conſult her conſtant adviſer, 


ow! Jakeman, and * repeated 


to 
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to her what had paſſed. Mrs. N 
ſau the whole in a very different light 
from that in which Emily had conceived 


it, and trembled for n future i 


of her beloved ward. 110 
Lord bleſs me, my dikes 8 cried 
Echily, (this was the dppellation ſhe; de- 
lighted to beſtow upon the good  houle- 
keeper) ſure you cannot think ſo. But 
Ido not care. | will never marry, Grimes 


g do as they ll ien n 


But how will you belp 3 3 2 AY 


maſter will oblige you. 


Nay, now you dlünle you are one 

to a child indeed. It is I am to have 
the man, not Mr. Tyrrel. Do you 
think I will let any body elſe chooſe a 
huſband for me? 1 am not ſuch a a fool 
as that neitller⸗ d Uns er t 


| Ah, Emily "__ little: PTE ab diſ- 


advantages of your ſituation. Your cou- 
ſin is a violent man, and perhaps will turn 


Oh, 


blo or ww 
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Oh, mamma, it is very wicked of you 


to lay ſo. Iam ſure Mr. Tyrrel is a very 


good man, though he be a little croſs 


now and then. He knows very well 


that I am right to have a will of my own 

in ſuch a thing as this, and nobody is 

punithes for doing what is right. 
Nobody ought, my dear child. But 


there are very wicked and tyrannical men 
in the world. | 


Well, well, I will never believe that 


my coulin is one of thoſe. 


J hope he is not. 
And, if he were, what then? To be 
ſure I ſhould be very ſorry to make him 


angry. 


What then? Why then my poor, dear 
Emily would be a beggar. Do you 
think I could bear to ſee that? 
No, no. Mr. Tyrrel has juſt told me 
that I have a hundred pounds. But, if 
I had no fortune at all, is not that the 
caſe with a thouſand other folks? Why 
Vol. I. 'T_ -- 7 ae 


A 
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ſhould I grieve, for what they bear and 
are merry? Do not make yourſelf uneaſy, 
mamma. I am determined that I will 
do any thing rather than marry Grimes 
however ; that is what I will. 

Mrs. Jakeman could not bear the un- 
eaſy ſtate of ſuſpenſe in which this con- 
verſation left her mind, and went imme-. 
diately to the ſquire to have her doubts 
reſolved. The manner in which ſhe pro- 
poled the queſtion ſufficiently indicated 
the judgment ſne had formed of the 
match in queſtion. 

That is true, ſaid Mr. Tyrrel, I want- 
ed to ſpeak to you about this affair. The 


girl has got unaccountable notions in her 
head, that will be the ruin of her. You 


perhaps can tell where ſhe had them. 
Bur, be that as it may, it is high time 


' ſomething ſhould be done. The ſhorteſt 


way is the. beſt, and to keep things well 


while they are weil. In ſhort I am deter- 


mined ſhe ſhall marry this lad: you do 
not 


— 8 


we 


* 
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not know any harm of him, do you? 
Vou have a good deal of influence with 


her, and J deſire, do you ſee? that you 


will employ it to lead her to her good: 


you had beſt, I can tell you. She is a 


pert vixen! By and by ſhe would be a 


whore, and at laſt no better than a com- 
mon trull, and rot upon a dunghil, if I 


were not at all theſe pains to ſave her 


from deſtruction. I would make her an 


honeſt farmer's wife, and my pretty mils 


cannot bear the thoughts of it ! 
In the afternoon Grimes came accord- 


ing to appointment, and was left alone 
with the young lady. Well, miſs, ſaid 


he, it ſeems the ſquire has a mind to make 
us man and wife. For my part, I can- 


not ſay I ſhould have thought of it. 


But, being as how the ſquire has broke 
the ice, if ſo be as you like of the match, 
why I am your man. Say the word; a 


nod is as good as a wink to a blind horle ; 
12 : ang. 


9 
1 
is 
1 
3 

| 


+ 
* 
> 
8 
+ on 
* 
4 
: 8 
: 71 
£ 
: $, 
: 25 
4 
j 
bs x4 
1 
* 
1 
ay 
4 
? 
a4 


T PRES ⁵˙²ͤn ]¶ꝗ“ 2 A CHIU CCR IE OLE th 


F 


172 ADVENTURES or 


and then, do you ſce, why chere is no 
more to be ſaid. 
Emily was already ſufficiently mortified 
at the unexpected propoſal of Mr. Tyr- 
rel. She was confounded at the novelty 


of the fituation, and till more at the un- 


cultivated rudeneſs of her lover, which 


even exceeded her expectation, This. 


confuſion was interpreted by n into 


diffidence. 


Come, come, never be caſt down. Put 
a good face upon it, What though? 
My firſt ſweetheart was Bet Butterfield, 
but what of that? What muſt be muſt 


be; grief will never fill the belly, She 
Was a fine ſtrapping wench, that is the 


truth of it ! Five foot ten inches, and as 
ſtout as a trooper. Oh, ſhe would do a 
power of work ! Up early and down late; 
milked ten cows with her own hands; on 
with her cardinal, rode to market be- 


tween her panniers, fair weather and foul, 
nail, blow or ſnow, It would have done 


your 


. 
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your heart good to have ſeen her froſt- 
bitten cheeks, as red as a beefen from 


her own orchard! Ah, ſhe was a maid of 


mettle; would romp with the harveſt men, 
flap one upon the back, wreſtle with ano- 
ther, and had a rogue's trick and a joke 


for all round. Poor girl ! ſhe broke her 


neck down ſtairs at a chriſtening, To 
be ſure I ſhall never meet with her fel- 


low ! But never you mind that . I do not 


doubt that I ſhall find more in you upon 


farther acquaintance, As coy and baſh-- 


ful as you ſeem, I dare ſay you are rogue 


enough at bottom. When Phave touzled- 
and rumpled you a little, we ſhall fee. I 
am no chicken, miſs, whatever you: may 
think me. I know what is what, and can 


ſee as far into a milſtone as another, 


Ay, ay; you will come to: The fiſh will 
ſnap at the bait, never doubt it. Yes, 


yes, we ſhall rub on main well together. 


Emily by this time had in ſome degree 
_ muſtered up her ſpirits, . and began, 
13. wmough 
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though with heſitation, ro thank Mr. 
Grimes for his good opinion, but to con- 
feſs that ſhe could never be brought to 
favour his addrefſts. She therefore in- 
treated him to deſiſt from all farther ap- 
plication. This remonſtrance on her 
part would have become more intelligible, 
had it not been for his boiſterous manners 
and extravagant chearfulneſs, which 1n- 
diſpoſed him to filence, and made him 
ſuppoſe that at half a word he had a ſuf⸗ 
ficient intimation of another's meaning. 
Mr. Tyrrel in the mean time took care to 
interrupt the ſcene before they could have 
time to proceed far in explanation, and 
was ſtudious in the ſequekto prevent * 
young folks from being too intim 
acquainted with each other's incli ws. 
Grimes of conſequence attributed 2 i the 
reluctance of miſs Melvile to maiden coy- 
neſs, and the fkittiſh ſhyneſs of an un- 
broken colt. Indeed had it been other- 
wiſe, | it is not probable that it would have 
made 
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made any effectual impreſſion upon him; 


| as he was always accuſtomed co talk of 


women as made for the recreation of the 
men, and to exclaim againſt the i}l-judged 


weakneſs of people who taught them to 
imagine that they were entitled to Judge 


for e e 


As the ſuit 1 and miſs Mel- 


vile ſaw more of her new admirer, her an- 


tipathy increaſed. eee, her cha- 
y 


racer was unſpoiled by thoſe falſe wants 


which frequently make people of family 


miſerable while they have every thing 


that nature requires within their reach, 


yet ſhe had been little uſed to oppoſition, 


and was really terrified by the growing 


ſternneſs of her kinſman. Sometimes ſhe 
thought of flying from a houſe which 
was now become her dungeon ; but the 
habits of her youth, and her ignorance of 
the world made her ſhrink from this pro- 


ject when ſhe contemplated it mors nearly. 
Mrs. Jakeman indeed could not think 
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| | with patience of young Grimes as a huf. 
[IN band for her darling Emily, but her pru- 
[IH : dence determined her to refiſt with all her 
might the idea on the part of the young 
17 lady of proceeding to extremities. She 
{\} i could not believe that Mr. Tyrrel would 
| | perſiſt in ſuch an unaccountable perſecu- 
e tion, and ſhe exhorted miſs Melvile to 
111 forget for a moment the unaffected inde- 
IE pendence of her character, and patheti- 
cally to deprecate Mr. Tyrrel's obſtinacy. 
She had great confidence in the ingenuous 
eloquence of her. ward. Mrs. Jakeman 
did not know what was paſſing in the 
mind of the tyrant. 

Miſs Melvile complied with hs ſug- 
geſtion of her mamma. One morning 
immediately after breakfaſt ſhe went to 
her harpſichord, and played one after 
another ſeveral of thoſe airs that were 
moſt the favourites of Mr. Tyrrel. Mrs. 
Jakeman was retired , the ſervants were 
gone to their reſpective employments. 
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Mr. Tyrrel would have gone alſo; his 
mind was untuned, and he did not _ 


the pleaſure he had been accuſtomed to 


take in the muſical performances of. 


Emily. But her finger was now more 
taſteful than common. Her mind was 


probably wrought up to a firmer and. 
bolder tone by the recollection of the 
cauſe ſhe was going to plead, at the ſame 
time that it was exempt from thoſe inca- 
pacitating tremors which would have 
been felt by one that dared not look po- 
verty in the face. Mr, Tyrrel was un- 
able to leave the apartment. Sometimes: 


he traverſed it with impatient ſtep ; then 
he hung over the poor innocent whoſe 


powers were exerted to pleaſe him; at: 
length he threw himſelf in a chair oppo- 


ſite, with his eyes turned towards Emily. 
It was eaſy to trace the progreſs of his 


emotions. The furrows into which his 
countenance was contracted were gra- 


dually relaxed; his features were bright- 
Es. 7 enced 


# 


178 ADVENTURES or 


enced into a ſmile; the Nisan with 
Vvhich he had upon former occaſions con- 
templated Emily ſeemed to revive in LNG. 
heart. 

Emily watched her opportunity. As 
ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed one of the pieces, 
ſhe roſe and went to Mr. Tyrrel. 

Now have not I done it nicely ? And 
after all this will not you give me a re- 
ward ? 

A reward ! Ay, come here, and I will 
give you a kiſs. | | 
Pooh] no, that is not it. And yet 
you have not kiſſed me this many a day. 
Formerly you ſaid you loved me, and 
called me your Emily. I am ſure you 
did not love me better than J loved you. 
You would not make me miſerable, would 
+ rr ? | 

_ Miſerable ! iow can you afk ſuch a 
queſtion ? But have a care ! Do not put 
me out of humour. Do not come with 
any of your romantic notions now. 
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No, no. I had no romantic notions ' 


in my head. I want to ſpeak to you 
about ſomething upon which the . 


neſs of my life depends. 
I know what you would be at, Be 

ſilent. You know it is to no purpoſe to 

plague me with your ſtubbornneſs. You 


will not let me be in good humour with 


you for a moment. What my mind is 

determined on about Grimes, all the world 

ſnall not move me to give up. 
Dear, dear couſin, why do but conſider 


now. Grimes is a rough ruſtic lout, like 


Orſon in the ſtory-book. He wants a 
wife like himſelf. He would be as un- 


eaſy and as much at a loſs wich me, as I 


with him. Why ſhould we both of us be 


forced to do what neither of us is in- 
clined to? I cannot think what could 
ever have put it in your head. But 
now, for goodneſs* ſake, give it up. 


Marriage is a ſerious thing. You ſhould 


not think of joining two people for a 
I 6 whim,, 
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whim, who are neither of them fit for 

one another in any reſpe& in the world. 
We ſhould feel mortified and diſappoint- 
ed all our lives, Month would go after 
month, and year after year, and 1 could 

never hope to be my own but by the 

death of a perſon I ought to love. I am 

ſure, fir, you cannot mean me all this 

harm. What have I done, that I ſhould 

deſerve to have you for this enemy? 

I am not your enemy. I tell you that * 
It is neceſfary to put you out of harm's 
way. . Bur, if were your enemy, F 
could not be a worſe torment to you 
han you are to me. Are not you con- 
tinually finging the praiſes of Falkland ? 
Are not you in love with Falkland? 
That man is a legion of devils to me 
Plaufible and empty himſelf, he cheats 
every body, he croſſes me in all my wiſhes; 
he runs away with the applauſe of the 
men, and the admiration of your fooliſh 
ſex. An unſpoiled, genuine country- 

_ gentleman 
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gentleman has no chance with him. I. 
might as well: have been a beggar! I. 
might as well have been a dwarf or a 
monſter | Time was when. J was thought 
entitled to re ſpect. But now, debauched 
by this Frenchified raſcal, they call me 
rude, ſurly, brutal, a tyrant! It is true 
that I cannot talk in theſe finical phraſes, 
flatter people with hypocritical praiſe, 
or ſuppreſs the real feelings of my mind 
The ſcoundrel knows all his pitiful. ad- 
vantages, and inſults me upon them with- 
out ceaſing. He is my rival and my 
perſecutor. And at laſt, as if all this. 
were not enough, he has found means to- 
ſpread the peſtilence in my own family. 
| You, whom we took up out of Tharity, 
the chance-born brat of a ſtolen mar- 
riage ! you, muſt turn upon your bene- 
factor, and wound me in the point where 
of all others 1 could leaſt bear it. If 
were your enemy, ſhould I not have rea- 
ion ? Could I ever inflict upon you ſuch _ 
4:4 injuries 
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injuries 4s you have made me ſuffer? 
And who are you ? The lives of twenty 
ſuch as you cannot atone for an hour of 
If you were to linger for 
twenty years upon the rack, you would 
never feel what I have felt. But lam 
your friend. I ſee which way you are 
going, and I am determined to ſave you 
from the thief, the hypocritical deftroyer 
of us all. Every moment that the miſchief 
is left to it elf it does but make bad worſe, 
and I am determined to ſave you out of 
hand, | 


The angry 5 of Mr. 


Tyrrel ſuggeſted new ideas to the tender 


mind of miſs Melvile. He had never 
confeſſed the emotions of his ſoul ſo ex- 
plicitly before; but the growing tempeſt 
of his thoughts ſuffered him to be no 
longer maſter of himſelf. She ſaw with 


aſtoniſhment that he was the irrecon- 


cilable foe of Mr. Falkland, whom ſke 


fondly imagined it was the ſame thing to 


know 
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know and admire; and chat he harboutlelt 
'# Grp and rooted reſentment againſt her- 


ſelf. She recoiled without well knowing 


why before the ferocious paſſions of her 


kinſman, and was convinced that ſhe had 
nothing to hope from his implacable tem- 
per. But her alarm was the prelude of. 
firmneſs and not of cowardice. 

No, fir, replied ſhe, indeed J will not 
be driven any way that you happen to 


like. I have been uſed to obey you, 


and in any thing that is reaſonable 1 will 


obey you ſtill, But you urge me a little 


too far. Why do you tell me of Mr. 
Falkland? Have I ever done any thing 


to deſerve your unkind ſuſpicions? I am 


innocent, and will continue innocent. 
Mr. Grimes is well enough, and will no 
doubt find women that like him. But 
he is not fit for me, and torture ſhall not 

force me to be his wife. 
Mr. Tyrrel was not a little aſtoniſhed 
at the ſpirit which Emily diſplayed upon 
. 
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this occaſion. He had calculated too 


ſecurely upon the general mildneſs and 


ſuavity of her diſpoſition. He now en- 


deavoured to qualify the harſhneſs of his. 


former ſentiments. 

God damn wy ſoul.! And fo you can 
ſcold, can you? You expect every body 
to turn out of his way, and: fetch and: 
carry, juſt as you. pleaſe ? J could find 


in my heart to break your heart. But 
you know my mind. I inſiſt upon it 


that you let Grimes court you, and that 
you lay aſide your ſulks, and give him a. 
fair hearing. Will you do that? If then 
you perſiſt in your wilfulneſs, why there, 


1 


I ſuppoſe, is an end of the matter. Do 


not think that any body is going to marry. 


you, whether you will or no. You are 
no ſuch mighty prize, I aſſure you. If 
you knew your own intereft, you would 
be glad to take the young fellow, while 
he is willing. 


Mis Melvile rejoiced i in the proſpect - 
which 


means wore an artificial or ambiguous 
face, the two friends drew a melancholy 
preſage from this ill- timed ſeparation. 
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which the laſt words of her kinſman af. 


forded her, of a termination at no great 
diſtance to her preſent perſecutions. 
Mrs. Jakeman, to whom ſhe communi- 


cated them, congratulated Emily on the 
returning moderation and good ſenſe of 


the ſquire, and herſelf on her prudence 
in having urged the young lady to this 
happy e poſtulation. But their mutual 
felicitations laſted not long. Mr. Tyrrel 


informed Mrs. Jakeman of the ne- 


ceſſity in which he found himſelf of ſend- 

ing her to a diſtance upon a buſineſs 
which would not fail to detain her ſeve- 
ral weeks; and, though the errand by no 


Mrs. Jakeman in the mean time exhorted 


her ward to perſevere, reminded her of 


the compunction which had already been 
manifeſted by her kinſman, and encou- 
raged her to hope every thing from her 

courage 
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courage and good temper. Emily on 
her part, though grieved at the abſence 
of her protector and counſellor at fo in- 
tereſting a criſis, was unable. to ſaſpęct 
Mr. Tyrrel of ſuch a degree either of 
malice or duplicity as could afford 
ground for ſerious alarm. She congra- 
tulated herſelf upon her delivery from ſo 
alarming a perſecution, and drew a pro- 
gnoſtic of future ſucceſs from this happy 
termination of the firft ſerious affair of 
her life. She exchanged a ſtate of forti- 
tude and alarm for her former pleaſing 
dreams reſpecting Mr. Falkland. Theſe 
ſhe bore without impatience. She was 
even taught by the uncertainty of the 
event to deſire to prolong rather than 
abridge a ſituation, which might be delu- 
five, but was not without its pleaſures. 
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Ne OTHING could be farchen from 
Mr. Tyrrels intention than to ſuffer his 
project to be thus terminated. No 
ſooner was he wholly freed from the 

fear of his houſekeeper's interference, 
than he changed the whole ſyſtem of his 
conduct. He ordered miſs Melvile to 
be cloſely confined to her own apartment, 
and deprived of all the means of commu- 
nicating her ſituation to any one out of his 
own houſe. He placed over her a female 
ſervant in whoſe diſcretion he could con- 
fide, and who, having formerly been ho- 
noured with ſome amorous notices from 
the ſquire, conſidered the diſtinctions 
that were paid to Emily at Tyrrel Place 
as an uſurpation upon her more reaſon- 

able claims. The ſquire himſelf did 

every 
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every thing in his power to blaſt the 
young lady's reputation, and repreſented 
to his attendants all theſe precautions as 
neceſſary, to prevent her from eloping to- 
his neighbour, and plunging herſelf in 
total ruin. . 
As ſoon as miſs Melvile had been 
twenty four hours i in durance, and there 
was ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe that her ſpirit 
might be ſubdued to the emergency of 


her ſituation, Mr. Tyrrel thought proper 


to go to her, to explain the grounds of 
her preſent treatment, and acquaint her 


with the only means by which ſhe could 


hope for any change. Emily no ſooner | 
faw him, than ſhe turned towards him. 
with an air of greater firmneſs than per- 
haps ſhe had ever aſſumed in her life, 
and accoſted him thus: 

Well, fir, is it you? I wanted to ſee 
you, It ſeems I am ſhut up here by 
your orders. What does this mean? 
What right have you to make a priſoner 

4 N En of 
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of me? What do I owe you ? Your mo- 


ther left me a hundred pounds : have 
you ever offered to make any addition 


to my fortune ? But, if you had, I do 


not want it. I 7 not pretend to be bet - 


ter than the children of other poor pa- 


rents; I can maintain myſelf as they do. 
I prefer liberty to wealth. I ſee you are 


ſurpriſed at the reſolution I exert. But 
ought I not to turn again, when I am 
trampled upon? I ſhould have left you 


before now, if Mrs. Jakeman had not 
overperſuaded me, and if I had not 
thought better of you than by your 
preſent behaviour I find you deſerve. 


But now, ſir, I intend to leave your 


houſe this moment, and I inſiſt upon it 


that you do not endeavour to 9 70 


me. 
Thus ſaying, ſhe aroſe, and went to- 
wards the door, while Mr. Tyrrel ſtood 
thunderſtruck at her magnanimity. See- 
ing however that ſhe was upon the point 
| . — 0 
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of being out of the reach of his power, 
he recovered himſelf, and pulled her 
back. 1 hs 

What is inthe wind now\ Do you think, 
you naſty ſtrumpet, that you ſhall get 
the better of me by ſheer impudence? 


Sit down |! reſt you ſatisfied !—So you 


want to know by what right you are 
here, do you ? By the right of poſſeſſion, 
This houſe is mine, and you are in my 
power. There is no Mrs Jakeman now 

to ſpirit you away; no, nor no Mr. 
Falkland to bully for you, , Damn me, 


I have countermined you, and blown up 


all your ſchemes. Do you think I want 


any other right, to puniſh an audacious 
rebel like you? Do you think I will be 
contradicted and oppoſed for nothing: 


When did you ever know any body re- 


fiſt my will without being made to re- 
pent? And ſhall I now fee myſelf brow- 
beaten by a chitty-faced girl? I am not 
come to that neither. —I have not given 
5 . 
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you a fortune? Damn you, who brought 
you up? I will make you a bill for 
clothing and lodging. Do not you know 
that every creditor has a right to ſtop 
his runaway debtor? You may think as 
you pleaſe; but here you are till you 
marry Grimes. Heaven and earth ſhall 


not prevent but I will get the better of 


your obſtinacy yet. 
Ungenerous, unmerciful man! and 
ſo it is enough for you that I have no- 


body to defend me! But I am not ſo 
helpleſs as you may imagine. You may 
impriſon my body, but you cannot con- 
quer my mind. Marry Mr. Grimes! 


And is this the way to bring me to your 
purpoſe? Every hardſhip I ſuffer puts 
ſtill farther diſtant the end for which I 


am thus unjuſtly treated. You are not 


uſed to have your will contradicted! 
When did 1 ever contradict it? And in 
an affair that is ſo completely my own 
concern ſhall my will go for nothing? 
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Are you not aſhamed of laying down 
This rule for yourſelf, and ſuffering no 


other creature to take the benefit of it? 


I want nothing of you ; how dare you 
refuſe me the privilege of a reaſonable 
being, and deny me to live unmoleſted in 
poverty and innocence? What ſort of 
man do you ſhow yourſelf in this caſe, 


you who lay claim to the reſpect and ap- 


plauſe of every one that knows you? 
The ſpirited reproaches of Emily had 
at firſt the effect to fill Mr. Tyrrel with 


aſtoniſhment, and make him feel abaſh- 


ed and overawed in the preſence of this 
unprotected innocent. But his confu- 
ſion was the reſult of ſurpriſe. When 
the firſt emotion wore off, his habitual 


paſſions returned. He curſed himſelf 
for an aſs in being moved by her expoſ- 
tulations, and was ten times more exaſ- 
perated againſt Emily for daring to talk 
to him in this provoking language, at a 
time when ſhe had every thing to fear 


— 


from 
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from his power. His deſpotic and un- 


forgiving propenſities were ſtimulated to 
a degree little ſhort of madneſs. At the 
ſame time his manners, which were 
gloomy and thoughtful, led him to me- 
ditate a variety of ſchemes for the pu- 


niſhment of her. obſtinacy. He began 


to ſuſpe& that there was little hope of 
ſucceeding by open force; he therefore 


determined to have recourſe to treach- 


5 | a, 


ery. be” EN | | | * 
He found in Grimes an inſtrument 


ſufficiently adapted to his purpoſe. This 
fellow, who would not perhaps inten- 
tionally have hurt a worm, was fitted by 
the mere coarſeneſs of his perceptions 
for the perpetration of the greateſt in- 


juries, He regarded both injury and 
advantage merely as they related to the 


gratifications of appetite z and conſider- 
ed it as an eſſential part of true wiſdom 
to treat with contempt the effeminacy of 


thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be tor- 
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mented with ideal misfortunes. He 


| conceived that no happier deſtivy could 


befal a young woman than to be his 
wife, and believed that that termination 


would be an ample compenſation for 


any calamities ſhe might ſuppoſe herſelf 


to undergo in the interval. He was 
therefore eaſily prevailed upon by cer- 


tain temptations which Mr. Tyrrel knew 
how to employ, to take a part in the 
plot into which mils Melvile was meant 
to be betrayed. 

Matters bing thus GE Mr. 
Tyrrel proceeded through the means of 


the Jailor, (for, the experience he had 
already had of perſonal diſcuſſion did not 
incline him to repeat his viſits) to play 


upon the fears of his priſoner. This 
woman, ſometimes under pretence of 
friendſhip, and ſometimes with open ma- 
lice, informed Emily from time to time 
of the preparations that were making 


for conſummating her fate. One day 
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the ſquire had rode over to look at a 


neat little farm which was deſtined for 
the habitation of the new-married cou- 
ple, and at another a quantity of live 


| ſtock and houſhold furniture was pro- 
cured that every thing might be ready 


for their reception. She then told her 
of a licence that was bought, a parſon 


in readineſs and a day fixed for the nup- 
tials. When Emily endeavoured, though 
with increaſing miſgivings, to ridicule 
theſe proceedings as abſolutely nugatory 


without her conſent, her artful gouver- 
nante told her various ſtories of forced 
marriages, and aſſured her that neither 


proteſtations, nor ſilence, nor fainting 


would be of any avail, either to ſuſpend | 
the ceremony, or to ſet! it aide when once 


performed. 
The fituation of mils Melvile was in 


an eminent degree pitiable. She had no 


intercourſe but with her perſecutors. 
She had not a human being with whom 
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to conſult, and who might afford her the 


ſmalleſt" degree of conſolation and en- 
couragement. She had courage; but 


it was neither confirmed nor directed by 


the dictates of experience. It could not 
therefore be expected to be ſo inflexible 


as with better information it would no 
doubt have been found. She had a 


clear and noble ſpirit; but ſhe had ſome 


of her ſex's errors. Her mind ſunk un- 


der the uniform terrors with which ſhe 


was aſſailed, and her health became vi- 
8 impaired. | 

Her firmneſs being thus far under- 
mined, Grimes, in purſuance of his in- 
ſtructions, took care in his next inter- 
view to throw out an inſinuation, that 


for his own part he never cared much 


for the match, and, ſince ſhe was ſo averſe 
to it, would be very well contented that 


it ſhould never take place. Emily was 


rcjoiced to find her admirer in ſo favour- 
able a diſpoſition ; and earneſtly preſſed 
him 
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him to give effect to this humane de- 
claration. Her repreſentations to him 
on this ſubje& were full of eloquence 
and energy. Grimes appeared to be 
moved at the. fervency of her manner; 
Vut objected the reſentment of Mr. Tyr- 
rel and his landlord, who would infal- 


libly ruin him upon the leaſt appear- - 
ance of backwardneſs on his part, as 
poor Hawkins had been ruined before. 


At length however he ſuggeſted. a pro- 
ject in conſequence of which he might 
aſſiſt her in her eſcape, without its ever 
coming to their knowledge, as indeed 
there was no likelihood that their ſuſpi- 
cions in this caſe would fix upon him. 


To be ſure, ſaid he, you have refuſed 
me in a diſdainful ſort of a way, as a 
man may ſay. Mayhap you thought 1 


was no better than a brute. But I bear 


you no malice, and I will thow you that 


I am more kind-hearted than you have 
been EC. to believe. It is a ſtrange 
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fort of a vagary you have taken, to ſtand 
in your own**ight, and diſoblige all your 
friends. But, if you are reſolute to be 
off, do you ſee, I {corn to be the huſ- 
band of a laſs that is not every bit as 
willing as I; and fo J will even help to 
put you in a condition to be free and 
follow your own inclinations. | 

Emily liſtened to theſe n at 

kr with eagerneſs and approbation. 
But her fervancy Was ſomewhat abated, 
when they came to diſcuſs the minute 
parts of the undertaking. It was neceſ- 
ſary, as Grimes informed her, that her 
eſcape ſhould be effected in the dead of 
the night. He would conceal himſelf 
for that purpoſe in the garden, and be 
provided with falſe keys by which to de- 
liver her from her priſon. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances were by no means adapted 
to calm her perturbed imagination. To 
throw herſelf into the'arms of the man, 
whoſe gourſe ſhe was employing 
41 or 
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every method to avoid, and whom under 
the idea of a partner for life ſhe could 


leaſt of all men endure, was no doubt an 

extraordinary proceeding. The attend- 
ant circumſtances of darkneſs and ſoli- 
rude aggravated the picture. The fitu- 
ation of Tyrrel Place was uncommonly 


lonely: it was three miles from the near- 


eſt village, and no leſs than ſeven miles 
from that in which Mrs. Jakeman's ſiſter 
reſided, into whoſe protection miſs Mel- 
vile was deſirous of throwing herſelf. The 
ingenuous character of Emily did not 
allow her to ſuſpect Grimes of intendipg 
to make an ungenerous and brutal ad- 
vantage of theſe circumſtances ; but her 
mind involuntarily revolted againſt the 
idea of committing herſelf alone to the 
diſpoſal of a man whom ſhe had lately 
been accuſtomed to conſider as the in- 
ftrument of her tr heros relation. 


After havitt' for ſome time revolved 
thele conſiderations, ſhe thought of the 


K4 expedient 
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200 ADVINTUR ES or 
expedient of deſiring Grimes to engage 
Mrs. Jake man's ſiſter to wait for her at 
the outſide of the garden. But this 
Grimes peremptorily refuſed. He even 
flew into a paſſion, at the propoſal. It 
thowed very little gratitude, to deſire 
him to diſcloſe to other people his con- 
cern in this dangerous affair. For his 
part he was determined in conſideration 
of his own ſafety never to appear in it 
to any living ſoul. If miſs did not be- 
lieve him, when he made this propoſal 
out of pure good nature, and would not 
truſt him a ſingle inch, ſhe might even 
| fee to the conſequences herſelf. He was 
reſolved to condeſcend no farther to the 
whims of a perſon: who in her treatment 
of him had ſhown herfelf as, proud as 
Lucifer himfelf. h | 
Emily exerted herſelf .to appeaſe his 
refentment ; but all 3 eloquence of her 
new confederate could not prevail upon 
her inſtantly to gue up her objection. 
She 
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She deſired till the next day to conſider 


of it. The day after was fixed by Mr. 


Tyrrel for the marriage ceremony. In 


the mean time ſhe was peſtered with 


intimations in a thouſand different forms 


of the fate that ſo nearly awaited her. 


The preparations were ſo continued, me- 


thodical and regular, as to produce in 
her the moſt painful and aching anxiety. 


If her heart attained a moment's inter- 
miſſion upon the ſubject; her female at- 
tendant was ſure by ſome ly hint or ſar- 
caſtical remark to put a ſpeedy termi- 
nation to her tranquillity. She felt her- 
ſelf, as ſhe afterwards remarked, alone, 
uninſtructed, juſt broken looſe as it were 


from the trammels of infancy, without 
one ſingle creature to concern himſelf in 
her fate. She, who till then had never 
known an enemy, had now for three 
| weeks not ſeen the glimpſe of a human 


countenance that ſhe had not good rea- 
fon to conſider as wholly eſtranged to- 
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her. She now for the firſt time expe- 
rienced the anguiſh of never having 
known her parents, and being caſt en- 
tirely upon the charity of people with 
whom ſhe had too little equality to hope 
to receive from them the dues of friend- 
n 
| The e e night was filled with 


the moſt anxious thoughts? When a 


momentary oblivion ſtole upon her ſen- 
ſes, her diſtempered imagination con- 
jured up a thouſand images of violence 
and falſhood, ſhe ſaw herſelf in the hands 
of her determined enemies, who did not 
heſitate by the moſt unintermitted treach- 
ery. to complete her ruin. Her waking 
thoughts were not more conſoling. The 
ſtruggle was too great for her conſtitu- 
tion. As morning approached, ſhe re- 
ſolved at all hazards to put herſelf into 
the hands of Grimes. This determina- 
tion was no ſooner miade, \than ſhe felt 

her heart ſenſibly lightened. She could 
| 8 . 
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not conceive of any purpoſes of injuſ- 
tice, that might not᷑ be perpetrated by 
him with even more ſecurity at preſent 
than under any change of her ſituation. 

When ſhe communicated her determi... 

nation to Grimes, it was not poſſtble to 
fay whether he received pleaſure or pain 
from the intimation. He ſmiled indeed, 
but his ſmile. was accompanied by a cer- 

| tain abrupt ruggedneſs of countenance, 
ſo that it might equally well be the ſmile 
of ſarcaſm. or of gongratulation. He 
however renewed his aſſurance of fidelity | 
to his engagements and punctuality of : 
execution. Meanwhile the day was in- 

4 terſperſed with nuptial preſents and pre- 
parations, all. indicating the firmneſs as 
well as ſecurity of the directors of the 
ſcene. Emily had hoped that, as the 

criſis approached, they might have re- 
| mitted ſomething of their uſual diligence. 
She was reſolved in that caſe, if a fair 


opportunity had offered, to give the lip, 
1 | K 6 boch 


2 + 
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both to her jailors, and to her new and 
half truſted confederate. But, though 
extremely vigilant for that purpoſe, ſhe 
found the execution of this idea imprac- 

ticable. 
At length the night ſo critical to her 
happineſs approached. The mind of 
Emily could not fail on this occaſion to 
be extremely agitated. She had firſt ex- 
*erted all her perſpieacity to elude the 
vigilance of her attendant. This inſo- 
unfeeling tyrant, inſtead of any 
relentings, had only ſought to make 
ſport of her anxiety. Accordingly in 
one inſtance ſhe hid herſelf, and, fuffer- 
ing Emily to ſuppoſe that the coaſt was 
clear, met her at the end of the gallery, 

near the top of the ſtair-caſe, How do 
you do, my dear? ſaid ſhe, with an in- 
ſulting tone. And ſo the little dear 
thought itſelf cunning enough to out- 
wit me, did it? Oh, it was a ly little 
gipſey! Go, go back, love; troop! 
* Emily 
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Emily felt deeply the trick that was 
played upon her. She ſighed, but diſ- 
dained to return any anfwer to this low: 
vulgarity. Being once more in her 
chamber, ſhe fat down in a chair, and 
remained buried in reverie for more than 
two hours. After this ſhe went to her 
drawers, and turned over in a hurrying, 
confuſed way her linen and clothes, hav- 
ing in her mind the proviſion it would 
be neceſſary to make for her elopement. 
Her jailor officiouſly followed her from 
place to place, and obſerved what ſhe 
did for the preſent in ſilence. It was 
now the hour of reſt, Good night, 
child, ſaid this ſaucy girl, in the act of 
retiring. It is time to lock up. For 
the few next hours the time is your own, 
Make the beſt uſe of it! Do'ee think 
you can creep out at the key hole, 
lovey ? At eight o'clock you ſee me 
again. And then, and then, added ſhe, 
clapping her hands, it is all over. The 
ſun 
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Fo is not fares to riſe, than "ou and 
your honeſt man to be made one. 
FThere was ſomething, in the tone with 
which this ſlut uttered her farewel, that 
for a moment ſuggeſted the queſtion to 
Emily, What does ſhe mean? Is it poſ- 
fible ſhe ſhould know what has been 
planned for the few next hours? If ſhe 
do, what will become of me then? But 
ſurely her manner of ſpeaking was very 
unlike that of detection and reprimand! 
— With an. aching heart ſhe folded up 
the few neceſſaries ſhe thought proper to 
take with her. She then liſtened with 
' an anxiety that would almoſt have ena- 
+- bled her to hear the ſtirring of a leaf. 
From time to time ſhe thought her ear 
was ſtruck with the ſound of feet; but 
the treading, if treading it were, was ſo 
ſoft, that ſne could never aſcertain whe- 
ther it were a real ſound or the mere 
creature of the fancy. Then all. was 
N ſtill as if the univerſal motion had been 
1 5 „ . | | - Al 
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at reſt, By and by ſhe conditiey the 
overheard a noiſe as of buzzing and low 
muttered ſpeech. Her heart palpitated; 
ſne faid, Am I betrayed? Am I the dupe 
of baſe artifice and deceit ? Preſently ſhe | 
heard the ſound of a key in her chamber 
door, and Grimes made his appearance. 
She ſtarted, and cried, Are we diſcover- 
ed ? did not I hear you ſpeak ? Grimes 
advanced on tiptoe with his finger to his 
lip. No, no, replied he, all is ſafe ! 
took her by the hand, led her in filence 
out of the houſe, and then acroſs the 
garden. Emily examined with her eye 
the doors and paſſages as they proceed- 
ed, looked on all ſides with fearful ſuſ- 
ö picion, but every thing was as ſhe her- 


e | ſelf could have wiſhed. Grimes open- 
ed a back door of the garden already 
unlocked, that led into an unfrequented 
b lane. There ſtood two horſes ready 
s | + equipped for the journey, their bridles 
"=; 


hung to a poſt not fix yards diſtant from 
it ed Li the 
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the garden. Grimes puſhed the door 
after them. By Gemini, ſaid he, my 
heart was in my mouth. As I comed 
along, I ſaw Mun, coachey, pop along 
from the back door to the ſtables. He 
was within a hop, ſtep, and jump of me. 
But he had a lanthorn in his hand, and: 
he did not ſee me, being as I was dark- 
| ling.—Saying thus, he aſſiſted miſs Mel- 
vile to mount. He troubled her little 
during the route. On the contrary he 
was remarkably. filent and contempla- 

tive, a circumſtance by no means dif- 
agreeable to Emily, to whom his conver- 
fation had never been acceptable. 

After having proceeded about two 
miles, they W into a wood, through 
which the road lay that led to the place 
of their deſtination. The night was. ex- 
tremely dark, at the fame time that the 
air was ſoft and mild, it being now the 
middle of ſummer. Under pretence of 
exploring the way, Grimes contrived, 
when 


} 
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when whey had already penetrated into 
the midſt of this gloomy ſolitude, to get 


his horſe abreaſt with that of miſs Mel- 


vile, and then ſuddenly reaching out his 


hand, to ſeize hold of her bridle. 1 
think we may as well ſtop here a bit, ſaid 


= 
Stop, exclaimed Emily with ſurpriſe: 
Why ſhould we ſtop ? Mr. Grimes, what 
do you mean? a 
Come, come, ſaid * never trouble 
yourſelf to wonder. Did you think 1 
was ſuch a gooſe, as to take all this trou- 
ble merely to gratify your whim? I faith, 


nobody ſhall find me a pack-horſe, to go 
of other folks? errands, without knowing 


a reaſon why. ] cannot ſay that I much 
minded to have you at firſt; but your 
ways are enough to ſtir the blood of my 


grandad. Far fetched and dear bought 
is always reliſhing. Lour conſent was 
ſo hard to gain, that ſquire thought it. 


was ſureſt ** in the dark. A' ſaid 


however : 
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however a* would have no ſuch doings 
in his houſe, and ſo, do BY ſee * ? we are 
comed here. | 
For God's fake, Mr. Grimes, thi k 
what you are about b You cannot be baſe 
enough to ruin a poor creature who hes 
put herſelf under your protection ! 
That is all bother. Ruin! no, no, I 
| will make an honeſt woman of y you, when 
all is done. Nay, none of your aits ; no 
tricks upon travellers ! 1 have you Here as 
ſafe as a horſe in a pound; there is not a 
bhouſe nor a ſhed within a mile of us; and, 
if I miſs the opportunity, you ſhall call 
me ſpade. Faith, you are a delicate mor- 
fel, and there is no time to be loſt! 
Miſs. Melvile had but an inſtant in 
which to collect her thoughts. She felt 
that there was but little hope of ſoftening 
the obſtinate and inſenſible brute in 
whoſe power ſhe was placed. But the 


preſence of mind and intrepidity, fo pe- 


culiar to her character, did not now de- 
f ſert 


a 


tO 


. 
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ſert her. Grimes had. ſcarcely finiſhed 
his harangue, when with a ſtrong and un- 
expected jerx ſhe diſengaged the bridle 
from his graſp, and at the ſame time put 
her horſe upon full ſpeed. - She had 
| ſcarcely advanced twice the length of her 
horſe, when Grimes recovered from his 
ſurpriſe, and purſued her, inexpreſſibly 
mortified at being ſo eaſily overreached. 
The ſound of his horſe behind ſerved but 
to rouſe more completely the mettle of 
-that of Emily ; whether by accident or 
ſagacity the animal purſued without a 
fault the narrow and winding way; and 
the chace continued the whole lenge of | 
the wood, - 

At the extremity of this odd there 
was a gate. The recollection of this 
ſoftened a little the cutting diſappoint- 

ment of Grimes, as he thought himſelf 

ſecure of putting an end by its aſſiſtance 

to the career of Emily, nor was it very 
probable that they ſhould find any body 
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to interrupt him there in the dead and 
filence of the night. By the moſt extra- 
ordinary accident however they found a 


man on horſeback in wait at this gate. 


Help, help! exclaimed the affrighted 
Emily; thieves ! murder! help! The 


man was Mr. Falkland. Grimes knew 


his voice, and therefore, though he at- 
tempted a ſort of ſullen reſiſtance, it was 
feebly made. Two other men, whom by 


reaſon of the darkneſs: he had not at firſt 


ſeen, and who were Mr. Falkland's ſer- 


vants, hearing the! buſtle of the rencoun- 
ter, and alarmed for the ſafety of their 
maſter, rode up; and then Grimes, diſ- 
Jappointed at the loſs of his gratification, . 
and admonifhed by conſcious guilt, 


ſhrunk from farther parky and rode off 
in ſilence, 


It may ſeem ſtrange that Mr. F alkland 


ſhould thus a ſecond time have been the 


faviour of miſs Melvile, and that under 


circumſtances the moſt unexpected and 


ſingular. 
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ſingular. But in this inſtance it is very 
G ealiy to be accounted for. He had 
heard of a man who lurked about this 
wood for robbery or ſome other bad 
deſign, and that it was conjectured this 
man was Hawkins. Mr. Falkland's 
compaſſion had already been ſtrongly in- 
tereſted in behalf of this victim of rural 
tyranny ; he had in vain endeavoured to 
find him, and do him good; and he ea- 
fily conceived that, if the conjecture 
which had been made in this inſtance 
proved true, he might have it in his pow- 
er not only to do what he had always in- 
tended, but farther to ſave from a peril- 
| ous offence againſt the laws and ſociety 
a man who appeared to have ſtrongly im- 
bibed the principles of juſtice and vir- 
tue. He took with him two ſervants, 
becauſe, going with the expreſs deſign of 
| encountering-robbers, if robbers ſhould 
| be found, he believed he ſhould be inex- 
33 cuſable if he did not go nn. againſt 
ö P 


- - + gy 
— po ay 
— > 


1 


4%. IIS donna rue rms ESA AI — 


2 
Fd 
1 
2 
85 
* 
4 
og 
«a 
"Rl 
6 


$5 
* 
Ki 
15 
oy 
g 
A. 
* 
At 
5 
5 pi 
7 
el * 
& 1 
3 
1 
1 
-& 5 
* 0 
Ji 


8 
— — 


214 | ADVENTURES or 


poſſible accidents. But he had FREY 
them, at the ſame time that they kept 
within call, to be out of the reach of be- 
ing ſeen; and it was only the eagerneſs of 
their zeal that had brought them up thus 
early in the preſent encounter. Mr. 
Falkland had a little before had the op- 
portunity to convince himſelf that the 
village conjecture in relation to Haw- 
kins was untrue; and was now upon the 
point of returning home, with no other 
ſatisfaction than that of having intended 
an act of benevolence, when Grimes and 
Emily came up to the ſpot upon which 
he had poſted himſelf. | 
This new adventure promiſed ſome- 
thing extraordinary. Mr. Falkland did 
not immediately recogniſe miſs Melvile, 
and the perſon of Ge was that of a 
total ſtranger whom he did not recollect 
to have ever ſeen. But it was eaſy to un- 
derſtand the merits of the caſe, and the 
propriety of interfering. The reſolute 
| | manner 
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manner of Mr. Falkland, combined with 
the dread which Grimes, oppreſſed with 


a ſenſe of wrong, entertained of the op- 


poſition. of ſo elevated a perſonage, 


ſpeedily put the raviſher to flight. Emily 
was left alone with her deliverer. He 


found her much more collected and calm 


than could reaſonably have been expect- 
ed from a perſon who had been a mo- 


ment before in the moſt alarming ſitua- 
tion. She told him of the place to which 
ſhe deſired to be conveyed, and he imme- 
diately undertook to eſcort her. As they 


went along, ſhe recovered that ſtate of 
mind which inclined her to make a per- 


ſon to whom ſhe had ſuch repeated obli- | 
gations, and who was ſo eminently the ob- 


ject of her admiration, acquainted with 
the events that had recently befallen her. 


Mr. Falkland liſtened with eagerneſs and 


ſurpriſe. Though he had already known 


various inſtances of Mr. Fyrrel's mean 


jealouſy and unfeeling; tyranny, this ſur- | 
A paſſed 
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paſſed them all, and he could ſearcely crea 
dit his ears while he heard the tale. His 
brutal neighbour ſeemed to realiſe all that 
had ever been told of the paſſions of 
fiends. Miſs Melvile was obliged to re- 
| peat in the courſe of her tale her kinſ- 
man's rude accuſation againſt her of en- 
tertaining a paſſion for Mr. Falkland; 

| and this ſhe did with the moſt bewitch- 
ing ſimplicity and charming confuſion, 
Though this part of the tale was a ſource 
1 of real pain to her deliverer, yet it is not 
to be ſuppoſed but that the flattering 
partiality of this unhappy girl increaſed 
the intereſt he felt in her welfare and the 
indignation he conceived againſt her in- | 

| fernal kinſman, 5 

They arrived without accident at the 
houſe of the good lady under whoſe pro- 
tection Emily deſired to place herſelf. 
Here Mr. Falkland willingly left her as 
in a place of ſecurity. Such conſpira- 
cis as that of which ſhe was intended to 
& have 
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have been the victim, depend for their 


fucceſs upon the perſon againſt whom 
they are formed being out of the reach of 
help, and the moment they are detected 


they are annihilated. Such reaſoning 


will no doubt be generally found ſuffi- 


ciently folid, and it appeared to Mr. 


Falkland perfectly applicable to the pre- 
Ent caſe, But he was s miſtaken. | 
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VLR:FYRREL - heard with aſtoniſh- 
ment of the miſcarriage of an expedient, 


of the ſucceſs of which he had not pre- 
N entertained the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion. 


He became frantic with vexation. Grimes 
had not dared to ſignify the event of his 
expedition in perſon, and the footman 
whom he deſired to announce to his maſ- 
ter that miſs Melvile was loſt, the mo- 
ment after fled from his preſence with the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions. Preſently 
he bellowed for Grimes, and the young 


man at laſt appeared before him, more 


dead than alive. Grimes he compelled 
to repeat the particulars of the tale, which 
he had no ſooner done than he once again 
lunk away, ſhocked at the execrations 


„ich which Mr. Tyrrel overwhelmed 
him, 
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hin. Grimes was no coward; but he 
reverenced the inborn divinity that at- 
tends upon rank, as Indians worſhip the 
devil. Nor was this all. The rage of 
Mr. Tyrrel was ſo ungovernable and 
fierce, that few hearts could have been 
found fo ſtout as not to have trembled 
before it with a ſort or WTI | 
inferiority. © | 
He no ſooner dbcoindd a moment's 
pauſe than he began to recal to his tem- 
peſtuous mind the various circumſtances 
of the caſe. His complaints were bitter; 
and in a tranquil obſerver might have 
produced the united feeling of pity for 
his ſufferings and horror at his depravity. 
He recollected all the precautions he had 
uſed; he could ſcarcely find a flaw in the 
proceſs; and he curſed that blind and 
malicious power that delighted to croſs 
his moſt deep laid deſigns. Of this ma- 
lice he was beyond all other human be- 
1 the object. He was mocked with 
L 2 the 
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the ſhadow of power; and, when he lifted. 
his hand to ſmite, it was ſtruck with ſud- 
den palſy. To what purpoſe had heaven 
given him a feeling of injury and an in- 
ſtinct to reſent, while he could in no cafe 
make his reſentment felt i It was only ne- 
ceſſary for him to be the enemy of any 
perſon, in order to that perſon's being in- 
ſured againſt the reach of misfortene. 
What inſults, the moſt ſhocking and re- 
peated, had he not received from this 
paltry girl? And by whom was ſhe now 
torn from his indignation ? By that devil 
that haunted him at every moment, that 
_ croſſed him at every ſtep, that fixed at 
pleaſure his arrows in his heart, and made 
mows and. nn at * inſufferable 
tortures. | „ 
There was one other reflexion that i in- 
creaſed his anguiſh, and made him care- 
leſs and deſperate as to his future con- 
duct. It was in vain to conceal from 
himſelf that his reputation would be 
cruelly 
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cruelly wou nded by this event. He had 
imagined that, while Emily was forced 


into this odious marriage, ſhe would be 


obliged by decorum, as ſoon as the event 


was decided, to draw a veil over the com- 


pulſion-ſhe had ſuffered. But this ſecu- 
| rity was now loſt, and Mr. Falkland 
would take a pride in publiſhing his diſ- 


honour, Though the proyocations he 


had received. from miſs. Melvile would 


in his own opinion have juſtified him in 


any treatment he ſhould have thought 
proper to inflict, he was ſenſible the 
world would ſee the matter in a very dif- 
ferent light. This reflexion augmented 
the violence of his reſolutions, and deter- 


mined him to refuſe no means by which 


he could transfer the anguiſh that now 


preyed upon ache own mind to that * : 


another. 


- Meanwhile: the ack and magna» N 


nimity of Emily had conſiderably ſub- 


ſided, the moment ſhe.” believed her- 
L 3 ſelf 
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ſelf in a place of ſafety. While danger | 
and injuſtice aſſailed | her with their 
menaces, ſhe found 'in herſelf a courage 
that diſdained to yield. The ſbcceating 
appearance of calm was more fatal to her. | 
There was nothing now powerfully to 
foſter her courage, or excite her energy. 
She looked back at the trials the had 
paſſed, and her ſoul fickened at the recol. 
lection of that which, while it was in act, 
ſhe had had the fortitude” to endure. 
Till the period ar which Mr. Tyrrel had 
been inſpired with this cruel antipathy, 
ſhe had been in all inſtances a ſtranger 
to anxiety and fear. Uninured to miſ- 
fortune, ſhe had fuddenly. and without 
preparation been made the ſubject of the 
moſt infernal malignity. When a man 
of robuſt-and vigorous conſtitution has a 
fit of ſickneſs, it produces. a much more 
powerful effect than the ſame indiſpoſi- 
tion upon a delicate valetudinarian. Such 
was the caſe with miſs Melvile. She 
S 
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paſſed the ſucceedinginight dleepleſs and 
_ uneaſy, and was found in the morning 
with a high fever.” Her diſtemper re- 


ſiſted for the preſent all attempts to af- 
fuage it, though there was reaſon to hope 
that the goodneſs of her conſtitution, aſ- 


bited by tranquillity and the kindneſs of 


thoſe about her, would ultimately ſur- 
mount it. On the ſecond day the was 


delirious, On the night of that day ſhe 
was arreſted at the ſuit of Mr, Tyrrel for 
a a debt contracted for board and necefia- 
ries for the fourteen laſt years. 


The idea of this arreſt, as the reader : 


will perhaps recollect, firſt occurred in 


the converſation between Mr. Tyrrel and 


miſs Melvile ſoon after he had thought 
proper to «confine her to her chamber. 
But at that time he had probably had no 
ſerious conception of ever being induced 
to carry it into execution. It had mere- 
ly been mentioned by way of threat, and 
as the On of a mind whole habits 
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had been long familiariſed to the recollec- 
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tion of every poſſible medium of tyranny 


and revenge. But now that the unlooked- 


for reſcue and eſcape of his poor kinſwo- 


man had wrought up the thoughts of 


Mr. Tyrrel to a degree of inſanity, and 
he revolved in the gloomy refources of 
his mind how he might moſt effectually 
ſhake off the load of diſappointment that 


_ oppreſſed him, the idea recurred with 


double force. He was not long in 


forming his reſolution; and, calling for 


Barnes, his ſteward, immediately gave 
him directions in what manner to 
proceed: | 

Barnes had been for dial years this 
n of Mr. FTyrrePs injuſtice. 


His mind was hardened by uſe, and he 


could without remorſe officiate as the 
ſpectator, or even as the immediate 
author and director of a ſcene of vulgar 
diſtreſs. But even he was ſomewhat 


ſtartled upon the n occaſion. The 


charactez 
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character and conduct of Emily in Mr. 
Tyrrel's family had been without a blot. 
She had not a ſingle enemy.; and it was 


impoſſible to contemplate her youth, 


her harmleſs vivacity, her guileleſs inno- 
cence, without Emotions. of. fanny and. 
compaſſion, AL 

Your worſhip —1 do not e 
you Arreſt miſs | —miſs Emily! 


Ves, I tell you! What is the matter 
with you? Go immediately to Swineard,. 
the lawyer, and bid him finiſh the buſi» 


neſs out of hand 


Fo 


Lord love your honour ! Arreſt AS 


Why, ſhe does not owe you a braſs far- 
thing; ſhe always lived. on: your- 
charity, l. 

Aſs ! Scoundrel! I tell you ſhe does 


one. me, owes me—eleven hundred: 
pound.— The law juſtifies it. What do 
you think laws were made for ?—I do 
nothing but right, and my rights. 1 


will have. 


"at Your 
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Four honour, I never queſtioned your 
orders in my life; but I muſt now. I 
cannot fee you ruin miſs Emily, poor 
girl! nay, and yourſelf too, for the 
matter of chat, and not ſay which way you 
are going. I hope you will bear with 
me. Why if ſhe owed you ever ſo 
much, ſhe cannot we arreſted, She is 
not of age. 7 

Will you have done, fir? Do not t tell 
me of It cannot, and It can. To my 
knowledge it has been done before, and 
it ſhall be done again. Let him diſpute 
it that dares. I will do it now, and 
ſtand to it afterwards. Tell 'Swineard, 
if he make the leaſt boggling, it is as 
much as his life 1 is worth ; he ſhall ſtar ve 
by inches, 

Pray, your honour, think better of it. 
Upon my life, the whole country will 
cry ſhame of it, 

Barnes? What do you mean ? 1 
am not uſed to be talked to, and I will nor 

| bear 


* v 
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Sar l it They have driven me already 


with their parleying and their diſobe- 


dience to the very end of my patience 
You have been a good fellow to me 
upon many occaſions. But, if I find 


you out for making one with them that 


diſpute my authority, damn my foul, if 
I do not make you ſick of your "wy 
life 

I have done, * I will not 
ſay another word, except this. I have 


heard as how that miſs Emily is fick. 
a- bed. You are determined, you ſay, to 
put her in Jail. I ou do not mean to 


kill her, I tale it.: | 
Let her die, if ſhe will! I n not 
ſpare her for an hour. I will not always 
be inſulted. She had no conſideration 
for me, and 1 have no mercy for her. 
I am in for it! They have provoked 
me paſt all bearing, and they ſhall feel 
me ! Tell Sides, in bed ot up, day 
. 1 
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or night, I will not have 1. hear of a 
minute's delay.. 
Such were the directions 5 Mr. 
Tyrrel, and in ſtrict conformity to his 
directions were the proceedings of that 
reſpectable limb of the law he employed 
upon the preſent occaſion. Miſs Melvile 
had been delirious through a. conſiderable 
part of the day on the evening of which 
the bailiff and his follewer- arrived. By 
the direction of the phyſician whom 
Mr. Falkland had ordered to attend her 
a compoſing draught was adminiftered.; 
and, exhauſted as. ſhe. was by the wild 
and diſtracted images. that for ſeveral 
hours had haunted. her fancy,. ſhe was 
now ſunk into a refreſhing ſlumber, 
Mrs. Hammond, the ſiſter of Mrs. Jake» 
man, was ſitting by her bed-ſide, full af 
compaſſion for the lovely ſufferer and 
* rejoicing in the calm tranquillity that 
had juſt takes poſſeſſion of her, when. a 
little 
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nale girl, the only child of Mrs. Ham- 
mond, opened the ſtreet· door to the tap of 
the bailiff. He ſaid he wanted to ſpeak 


with miſs Melvile, and the child 
anſwered that ſne would go tell her 


mother. So ſaying, ſhe advanced to 


the door of the back- room upon tlie 
ground- floor in which Emily lay; but 


the moment it was opened, inſtead of 


waiting for the appearance of the mother, 


the bailiff entered along with the girl. 


Mrs. Hammond looked up. Who. 


are you, ſaid ſhe? Why do. you come 
in here? Huſh}: be quiet f 
1 muſt ſpeak with miſs Melvike.. 
Indeed, but: you muſt not.. Tell me 


your buſineſs. The poor lady has been 


Ught-headed all day. She is juſt fallen 
aſleep, and muſt not be diſturbed, 


That is no buſineſs of mine. I muſt 


obey orders. 


Orders? Whoſe orders.? What ks. 


you mean ? 
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At this moment Emily opened her 
eyes. What noiſe is that! I wiſh you 
would eee 5 N 
Miss, I want to ſpeak with you. I 
4 ike: got a writ againſt you for eleven 
hundred pound at the ſuit aer ſquire 

hs yrrel. | 

At theſe words both Mrs. 8 
und Hany were dumb. The latter was 
Jcarcely able to annex any meaning to 
the intelligence; and, though Mrs. 
Hammond was ſomewhat better ac- 
quainted with the ſort of language that 
was employed, yet in this ſtrange and 
unexpected connection it was almoſt as 
1 to n as to poor er 
herſelf. 

Ei Ait! Lid: can he he in Mr. 
Tyres debt? A writ againſt a child f 

It is no ſignification putting your 
queſtions to us. We only do as we are 
directed. There is our . Rook 
at it, ® 
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Hamann, ide 3 this mean? It is i$ 


impoſſible Mr. . P have ens 
You. | 


Good woman, none of mou Jabber to 
us | Cannot you read? 


This is all a trick! This paper is 
bed! It is a vile contrivance to get 
the poor lady out of the hands of thoſe 


with whom only ſhe can be ſafe. Pro- 
ceed upon 1t at your peril! 


Reſt you content; that is exactly a ; 


we mean to do. Take it at my word, 
we know very well what we are about. 
Why, you would not tear her from 


her bed ? I tell you, ſhe is in a high 
fever; ſhe is light- headed; it would be 


death to remove her! You are bailiffs, 


ↄre not you? You are not murderers? 


Ihe law ſays nothing about that. We 
have orders to take her ſick or well. 
We will do her no harm; except ſo far 
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as. we maß ne our offices be. it how 
it will; 

| Where kd, you take her? ? What i is 
it you mean to do ? 

To the county jail. Bullock, go, order 
a een from the Griffin. 
Stay, I ſay! Give no ſuch orders! 
Wait only three hours.; I will ſend off a 
meſſenger. expreſs. to ſquire Falkland, 
and I am ſure he will ſatisfy you as to 
any harm that: can come to you, without 
ics being een to . the poor lady 
to i. | 

We have particular direQtions againſt 
that. We are not at liberty to loſe a 
minute. Why are not. you gone ? 2 
Order the horſes o be Put to imme. 
diately l. 

Emily had liſtened, to the. courſe of 
this converſation, which had ſufficiently 
explained to, her whatever was enigma- 
tical at the firſt appearance of the bailiffs. 
The paz and WITS. reality that 


Was 


CALEB WILIIAus. 233 


was thus preſented, effectually diſſipated 


the illuſions of frenzy to which ſhe had 


juſt been a prey. My dear madam, faid 
che to Mrs, Hammond, do not haraſs 
yourſelf with uſeleſs efforts. I am very 
forry for all the trouble I have given you. 


But my misfortune is inevitable. Sir, 
if you will ſtep into the next room, I. 


will dreſs myſelf, and attend you imme- 
diately. 


Mrs. Hammond began to beni 
aware that her ſtruggles were to no pur- 


poſe; but ſhe could not be equally pa- 
tient. At one moment ſhe raved upon 
the brutality of Mr. Tyrrel, whom ſhe 
affirmed. to be a devil incarnate, and not 
a man. At another ſhe expoſtulated 


with bitter invective againſt the hard- 


heartedneſs of the bailiff, and exhorted 
him to mix ſome humanity and mode- 
ration with the diſcharge of his duty z 
but he was impenetrable to all ſhe could 


urge. In the mean while Emily yielded 


with 


r 


8 3 | 5 . 
234 ADVENTURES OF 


with the ſweeteſt reſignation to an inevi- 
table evil. Mrs. Hammond inſiſted 
that at leaſt they ſhould permit her to 
attend her young lady in the chaiſe z 
and the bail: ff, though the orders he had 
received were ſo peremptory that he 
dared not exerciſe his diſcretion as to the 
execution of the writ, began to have ſome 
apprehenſions of danger, and was willing 
to admit of any precaution that was not 
in direct hoſtility to his functions. For 
the reſt he underſtood, that it was in all 
caſes dangerous to allow ſickneſs, or 
apparent unfitneſs for removal as a ſuffi- 
eient cauſe to interrupt a direct proceſs, 
and that accordingly in all doubtful 

queſtions and preſumptive murders the 
practice of the law inclined [with a laud- 
able partiality] to the vindication of its 
own officers. In addition to theſe gene- 
ral rules he was influenced by the 
poſitive injunctions and aſſurances of 
Swineard, and the terror which univer- 
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» 
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ally through a circle of many miles was 
annexcd to the name of Tyrrel. Before 
they departed Mrs. Hammond diſpatched 


a meſſenger with a letter of three lines to 


Mr. Falkland informing him of this | 
extraordinary event, © Mr, Falkland was 


from home when the meſſenger arrived, 
and not expected to return till the ſecond 
day; accident ſeeming in this inſtance 
to fav ur the vengeance of Mr. Tyrrel, 


For Re had him been too much under 


the dominion of an uncontrolable fury 


to have leiſure to take a circumſtance or, 


this ſort into his eſtimate. 
© *The forlorn ſtate of theſe Poor women, 
who were conducted, the one by com- 


Pulſion, the other as a volunteer, to a | 
ſcene ſo little adapted to their accommo- 


dation as that of a common jail, may 


_ eaſily be imagined. There were however 
a maſculine courage and impetuoſity of 
ſpirit in Mrs. Hammond, eminently 
e nit in the difficulties they had to 
encounter. 


1 5 , 
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encounter. She was in ſome degree 
fitted by a fſanguine temper. and an 
impaſſioned ſenſe of injuſtice for the 
diſcharge of thoſe. very offices which 
ſobriety and calm reflexion might Bro- 
ſcribe, - The health of . miſs. Melvile, as 
might have been expected, was very ma- 
terially affected by the ſurpriſe and re- 
moval ſhe had undergone, at the very 
time when repoſe was moſt neceſſary for 
her preſervation. Her fever became 
more violent than ever; her delirium | 
was ſtronger; and the tartures of her 
imagination were in ſome degree propor- 
tioned to the extreme unfayourableneſs 
of the ſtate in which the removal had 
been effected. It was highly bei 
ſhe could at all ji > PR. 
In the moments. of ſalpended reaſon | 
he was perpetually calling on. the; name 
of Mr. Falkland, Mr, Falkland, ſhe 
ſaid, was her firſt and only love, and he 
ſhould be her huſband. A moment 
afterwards. 


«at 1 * Ev 
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P ſhe exclaimed upon him in a | 


diſconſolate, yet reproackful tone, for 
his unworthy! deference to the prejudices 


of the world. It was very cruel of hiin 


to ſhow himſelf ſo proud, and tell her 
that he would never conſent to marry a 
beggar. Bur, if he were proud, the was 


determined to be proud too. He Thould 
ſee that ſhe would not demean herſelf 
like a flighted maiden, and that, though 


ke could reject her, it was not in his 


power to break her heart. At t another | 
time ſhe imagined ſhe ſaw Mr. Tyrrel 


and his engine Grimes, their hands and 


garments dropping with blood, and the 


pathetic reproaches -ſhe vented” againſt 
them might have affected a heart of 
ſtone. Then the figure of Falkland 
preſented itſelf to her diſtracted fancy, 


deformed with wounds and of a deadly 


paleneſs, and ſhe ſhrieked with agony, 


' while ſhe exclaimed that ſuch was the 


i 9 hardheartedneſs, that no one 
would 
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would make the ſmalleſt exertion for his 
perpetually imagining to herſelf unkind- 


| neſs, inſult, conſpiraey and murder, ſhe 


pode: a conſiderable part of two days. 
On the evening of the ſecond Mr. 


EF alkland arrived, accompanied by doc- 


tor Arnold, the phyſician by whom ſhe 
had previouſly been attended. The 
ſcene he was called upon to witneſs was 
ſuch as to be moſt exquiſitely agonizing 


to a man of his acute ſenſibility, The 


news of the arreſt had given him an in- 
expreſſible ſhock ; he was tranſported 

out of himſelf at the unexampled ma- 
lignity of its author. But, when he ſaw: 


the figure of miſs Melvile, haggard, and 


a warrant of death written in her coun- 


tenance, a victim to the diabolical paſ- 


ſions of her kinſman, the ſcene ſeemed 
too much to be endured. When he en- 
tered, ſhe was in the midſt of one of her 
fits of delirium, and immediately miſtook 

her 
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her viſitors for two aſſaſſins... She aſked, 
where they had hid her Falkland, her 
lord, her life, her huſband! and de- 


manded that they ſnould reſtore to her 


his mangled. corpſe, that ſhe might em- 
brace him with her dying arms, breathe * 


her laſt upon his lips, and be buried in 


the ſame grave. She reproached them 


with the ſordidneſs of their conduct in 
becoming the tools of her vile couſin, 
who had deprived her of her reaſon, and 
would never be contented till he had 
murdered her. Mr. Falkland tore him- 


ſelf away from this painful ſcene, and, 

leaving doctor Arnold with his patient, 
defired him when he had given the ne- 

ceſſary directions to follow him to his 


— 


inn. . | 
The perpetual hurry of ſpirits in which 
miſs Melvile had for ſeveral days been 


kept by the nature of her indiſpoſition 


was extremely exhauſting to her; and in 
about an hour from the viſit of Mr. 
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F alkland her delirium ſubſided, and left 


her in fo low a ſtate as to render it dif- 


ficult to perceive any marks of life. 
Doctor Arnold, who had before with - 


drawn, to ſoothe, if poſſible, the diſ- 


turbed and impatient thoughts of Mr. 


Falkland, was ſummoned afreſh upon 


| this change of ſymptoms, and ſat by the 
bed- ſide during the remainder of the 
night, The ſituation of his patient was 


fuch as to keep him in momentary ap- 


prehenſion of her deceaſe. While mis 
Melvile lay in this feeble and exhauſted 


condition, Mrs. Hammond betrayed 


every token of the tendereſt anxiety. 
Her ſenſibility was habitually of the 


acuteft ſort, and the qualities of Emily 
were ſuch as powerfully to fix her affec- 
tion. She loved her like a mother. Upon 
the preſent occaſion every found, every 
motion made her tremble. Doctor Ar- 
nold had introduced another nurſe in 
conſideration of the inceſſant fatigue 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Hammond had undergone ; and he 


endeavoured by repreſentations and even 


by authority to compel her to quit the 


apartment of the patient. But ſhe was 
uncontrolable; and he at length found 
that he ſhould probably do her more in- 
jury by the violence that would be ne- 
ceſſary to ſeparate her from the ſuffer- 


ing innocent, than by allowing her to 


follow her own inclinations. Her eye 
was a thouſand Limes turned with the 


molt eager curioſity upon the counte- 


nance of doctor Arnold, without her 
daring to breathe a queſtion reſpecting 
his opinion, leſt he ſhould anſwer her by 
a communication of the moſt fatal ti- 
dings. In the mean time ſhe liſtened 
with the deepeſt 2 to every thing 
the phyſician 


that dropped either fro 
or the nurſe, hoping as it were to collect 


from ſome oblique hint the intelligence 


which ſhe had not courage e to 
require. 
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Towards morning the ſtate of the pa- 
tient ſeemed to take a favourable turn. 
She dozed for near two hours, and, when 
the awoke, appeared perfectly calm and 
ſenſible. Underſtanding that Mr. Falk- 
land had brought the phyſician to at- 


tend her, and was himſelf in the neigh- 


bourhood, ſhe requeſted to ſee him. 
Mr. Falkland had gone in the mean 
time with one of his tenants to bail the 
debt, and now entered the priſon to en- 
quire whether the young lady might be 
ſafely removed from her preſent miſer- 
able reſidence to a more airy and com- 
modious apartment. When he appear- 


ed, the ſight of him revived | in the mind 


of mils Melvile an imperfect recollection 


of the wanderings of her delirium, She 
covered her face with her hand, and be- 
trayed the moſt expreſſive confuſion, 


while the thanked him with her uſual 
unaffected ſimplicity for all the trouble 
he had taken, She hoped ſhe ſhould not 


give 
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| give him much more; the thought 
ſhould get better. It was a ſhame, ſhe 
ſaid, 115 a young and lively girl as ſhe 
was, could not contrive to outlive the 
trifling misfortunes to which ſhe had 
been ſubjected. But, while ſhe ſaid this, 
he was ſtill extremely weak. She tried 
to aſſume a chearful countenance; but 
it was a faint effort, which the feeble 
ſtate of her frame did not ſeem ſuffi- 


cient to ſupport. Mr. Falkland and the 
doctor joined to requeſt her to Keep Her- 
{elf quiet, and to avoid for the preſent 
all occaſions of exertion. 

Encouraged by theſe appearances, 
Mrs. Hammond now ventured to follow 
the two gentlemen out of the room in | 
order to learn from the phyſician what 
hopes he entertained. Doctor Arnold 
acknowledged that he had found his 
patient at firſt in a very unfavourable | 
fituation, that the ſymptoms were chan- 
ged for the better, and that he was not 
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phyſician in the maſt 
pal ion terms, and uttered a thouſand 
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without ſome x pectation of her reco- 
very. He added however, that he could 


anſwer for nothing, that the next twelve 


hours would be exceedingly critical, but 


that, if ſhe did not grow worſe before 
morning, he would then undertake to 


anſwer for her life. Mrs. Hammond, 
who had hitherto ſeen nothing but de- 
ſpair, now became frantic with joy. She 
burſt into tears of tranſport, bleſſed the 
emphatic and im- 


extravagancies. Doctor Arnold ſeized 
this opportunity to preſs her to give her- 
ſelf a little repoſe, to which ſhe conſent- 
ed, a chamber being firit procured for 
her next to that of miſs Melvile, and 
ſhe having charged the nurſe to give her 


notice of any alteration in the patient. 


Mrs. Hammond enjoyed an interrupt- 
ed fleep f ſeveral hours, when towards 
the afternoon, ſhe was alarmed by an 
unuſual buſtle in the next room. She 

FS liſtened 
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liſtened FR a few moments, and in de 
termined to go and ſee what was the oc- 
caſion of it. As ſhe opened her door 
for that purpoſe, ſhe met the nurſe who 
was coming to her. The countenance: 
of the meſſenger told her what it was ſhe 
had to communicate, without the uſe of 
words. She hurried to the bed fide, and 
found miſs Melvile expiring. © The ap- 
pearances that had at firſt been ſo encou- 
raging were but of ſhort duration. The 
calm of the morning proved to- be only 
a ſort of lightning before death. In a 
few hours the patient grew worſe, The 
bloom of her countenance faded; ſhe 
drew her breath with difficulty; and her 
eyes became fixed. Doctor Arnold had 
come in at this period, and had imme- 
diately perceived that all was over, She 
was for ſome time in convulſions ; bur, 
theſe ſubſiding, ſhe addreſſed the phyſi- 
cian with a compoſed, though feeble 
voice, She thanked him for his atten- 
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tion; and expreſſed the moſt lively ſenſe 


of her obligations to Mr. Falkland. She 


ſincerely forgave her couſin, and hoped 


he might never be viſited by too acute 
a recollection of his barbarity to her. 


She would have been contented to live; 
few perſons had a ſincerer reliſh of the 


things of life; but ſhe was well 
pleaſed to die rather than have become 
the wife of Grimes. As Mrs. Ham- 
mond entered, ſhe turned her counte- 


nance towards her, and with an affection · 
ate expreſſion repeated her name. Theſe 
were her laſt words; in leſs than two 
hours from that time ſhe breathed her 
laſt in the arms of this faithful friend, 


Da 


4. — 
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CHAP. Xl. 


S was the fate of miſs E . 
Melvile. Perhaps tyranny never exhi- 
bited a more painful memorial of the de- 
teſtation in which it deſerves to be held. 

1 idea trreſiſtibly excited in every 

| ſpectator of the ſcene was that bf regard- 
ing Mr. Tyrrel as the moſt diabolical 
wretch that had ever diſhonoured the 
human form. The very attendants upon 
this houſe of oppreſſion, for the ſorne © 
was acted upon too public a ſtage not 
to be generally underſtood, expreſſed 
their aſtoniſhment and diſguſt at his un- 
paralleled cruelty, Tt ſuch were the feel- 
ings of men bred to the commiſſion of 
injuſtice, it is eaſy to conceive hat muſt 
have been thoſe of Mr. Falkland. His 
whole life had tended to cultivate in him 
+8; mind tremblinęly alive to > moral good | 


Mas ';- Wn 
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and evil. Upon ſuch occaſions he was 
unable maturely to colle& his thoughts 
and firmly reſolve upon the proceeding 
which the nature of the caſe required. 
His habits urged him to madneſs and 
ungovernable tury, He could not think 
of ſuch complicated depravity but with 
ſentiments of preternatural loathing and 
horror. Perhaps the” agonies of the 
wretch broken upon the wheel, whom 
the very firſt fight of that engine of tor- 
ture had thrown into convulſions, did 
not exceed thoſe of Mr. Falkland in the 
preſent ſituation, He was therefore de- 
prived for a time of all that compoſure 
of mind which is requiſite to enable us 
to act with diſcretion, It was [greek 
to guard him like a g adman. The 
whole, office of judging \ what was s proper 
to be done under the preſent circum- 
ſtances devolved upon doctor Arnold. 
The 2778 was a man of cool and 
h 


methodica abits of Acting, One of the 
firſt 
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Srib ideas that” ſaggefizd itttig 16 Jim - 


was, that miſs Melvile was a branch of 


— 


the family of Tyrrel. He did not doubt 
of the willingneſs of Mr. Falkland to 
diſcharge every expence that might be 


farther incident to the melancholy re- 
mains of this unfortunate victim; but 
he ſuſpected that the laws of faſhion 
and decorum required that ſome notifi- 
cation of the event ſhould be made to 
the head of the family. 
were formal, his temper phlegmatic, and 

his whole character was ſuch as to ren- 
der him little ſuſceptible of thoſe impe- 


His manners 


tuous impulſes which have ſo conſider- 


able a ſhare in the hiſtory of the maſs 
of mankind. Perhaps too he had an 


eye to his own intereſt in his profeſſion, 


and was reluctant to expoſe himſelf to 


the reſentment of a perſon of Mr. Tyr- 
rel's conſideration in the neighbourhood. 
Inacceſſible to the ſympathies of the 


mind, he was little qualified to calculate 
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their operation in the preſent inſtance. 
But, with this weakneſs, he had neverthe- 
leſs ſome feelings in common with the 
reſt of the world, and muſt have ſuffered 
a conſiderable degree of violence before 
he could have perſuaded himſelf to be 
the meſſenger; beſide which he did not 
think it right in the preſent ſituation to 
leave Mr. Falklanßcd. 

Doctor Arnold no ſooner mentioned 
theſe” ideas, than they ſeemed to make a 
ſudden impreſſion on, Mrs. Hammond, 
and ſhe earneſtly. requeſted that ſhe might 
be permitted to carry the intelligence. 
The propoſal Was unexpected z but the 
doctor did not very obſtinately refuſe his 
aſſent, She was determined, ſhe ſaid, to 
ſee hat ſort of impreſſion the cataſtrophe 
would make upon the author of it; and 
' ſhe promiſed to comport herſelf with mo- 
deration and civility, The) Journey was 
{oon performed. 

am come, fir. faid he to o Mr. | Tyrrel, 
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to inform you that your couſin, 1985 
Melvile, died this afternoon. | 
Died? Is it poſſible? 
Yes; (iri-- 
my arms. 
Dead? Who killed her ? What do Ken 
mean ? 
Who killed her? Is it t for you to aſk 
that queſtion? It was your cruelty and 
malice that killed her“ | 


I law hot: die. She died in 


Me ?—my ?—Poh | ſhe i is not dead— — 
it cannot be—it is not a week ſince ſhe 


left this houſe. f 

Will you not believe 1 me? I "a the: 10 
dead 1:+s 5 

6 a care, woman * is no 1 
matter. No: though ſhe uſed me ill, I 
would not believe her dead for all the 
world | 
Mrs, Hammond ſhook her head in 
token of the truth of her aſſertion, 

No, no, no,.no !—1 will never be lie ve 
that! —No, never !. 5 7 

M 6 8 
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Will you come with me, and convince 
your own eyes? It is a fight worthy of 
you, and will be a feaſt to ſuch a heart as 
yours | —Saying this, Mrs. Hammond 
offered her hand, as if to conduct him to 
the ſpot. 

Mr. Tyrrel ſhrunk back. 

If ſhe be dead, what is that to me? 
Am I to anſwer for every thing that goes 
wrong in the world? What do you 
come here for? Why bring your meſ⸗ 
ſages to me? | 

To whom ſhould I bring them, but to 
her kinſman,—and her murderer ? 

Murderer ?—Did I employ knives or 
_ piſtols? Did I give her poiſon? I did 
nothing but what the law allows. If the 
be dead, ti can tba that I am to 
blame 

To blame Au the world will ab- 
hor and curſe you. Were you ſuch a 
fool as to think, becauſe in ſome caſes 
men pay reſpect to wealth and rank, that 


6 this 
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this excuſe would extend to ſuch a 4 ? 
They will laugh at ſo barefaced a cheat. 
The meaneſt 
at you. Aye, you may well ſtand con- 
founded at what you have done, I will 
proclaim you to the whole world, and 


you will be obliged to fly the yy face 


of 4 human creature ! 


Good woman, faid Mr.FTyrel, « ex. 
tremely humbled, talk no more in this 


ſtrain Emmy! is not dead! J am fure— 
I hope—ſhe is not dead !—Tell me 
that. you have only been deceiving 


me, and I will forgive you every thing.— 


I will forgive her—I will take her into 
favour—l will do any thing you pleaſe ! 
I never meant her any harm! 

I tell you, fir, ſhe is dead ! You have 
murdered the ſweeteſt lady that lived! 
Can you bring her back to life, as you 


have driven her out of it ? If you could, 


I would kneel to you twenty times a 
day !—What is it you have done? Mi- 


ſerable wretch ! did you think you could 


do 
. 


ggar will ſpurn and ſpit 1 
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do and undo and change the laws of na- 
ture, as you pleaſe ? wy 
If ſhe is dead, what care 12 ? It is no 
concern of mine. Did I tell her to run 
away ? I meant every thing for her good. 
If ſhe took things to heart ſo, as to die of 
the pip like a chicken, is that my fault ? 
The reproaches of Mrs. Hammond 
| were the firſt inſtance in which Mr. Tyr- | 
rel was made to drink the full cup of re- 
tribution. This was however only a ſpe- 
cimen of a long ſeries of contempt, ab- 
Korrence and inſult that was reſerved for 
him. The words of Mrs. Hammond 
were prophetic. It evidently appeared 
that, though wealth and hereditary eleva- 
tion operate as an apology for many de- 
linquencies, there are ſome which ſo irre- 
fiſtibly addreſs themſelves to the indigna- 


tion of mankind, that, like death, they 


level all diſtinctions, and reduce their 
perpetrator to an equality with the moſt 
indigent and ſqualid of his ſpecies. 

Againſt 


ZE : > 
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Againſt Mr. Tyrrel, as the tyrannical 
and unmanly murderer of Emily, thoſe 
who dared not venture the unreſerved - Il 
avowal of their ſentiments, muttered 
curſes, deep, not loud; while the reſt 

joined in an univerſal cry of abhorrence 
and execration. He himſelf ſtood aſto- 
niſhed at the novelty of his ſituation. c 
cuſlomed as he had been to the obedience i 
and trembling homage of mankind, he 7 
had imagined they would be perpetual, 1 
and that no exceſs on his part would 1 h 
be potent enough to break the enchant- 
ment. Now he looked round and ſawy 
ſullen deteſtation in every face, which 
with difficulty reſtrained itſelf, and upon 
the ſlighteſt provocation broke forth with 
an impetuous tide, and ſwept away all 
the mounds of ſubordination and fear. 
His large eſtate could not now purchaſe 
civility from the gentry, the peaſantry, 
ſcarcely from his own ſervants, In the = 
indignation of all around him he found a bl 

0 ghoſt 
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| ghoſt that haunted him - with every 


change of place, and a remorſe that ſtung 
his conſcience and exterminated his peace. 
The neighbourhood appeared more and 
more every day to be growing too hot 
for him to endure the fierceneſs of its 
temperature, and it became evident that 
he would ultimately be obliged to quit 


the country. Urged by the flagitiouſ- 


neſs of this laſt example, people learned 


to recollect every other inſtance of Mr. 
Tyrrel's exceſſes, and upon the whole it 


was no doubt a fearful catalogue of wan- 
ton injuſtice that now roſe up in judg- 


ment againſt him. It ſeemed as if the 


ſenſe of public reſentment had been long 
gathering ſtrength unperceived, and now 
at length burſt forth into inextinguiſn- 
able violence. 

There was ſcarcely a human being 


upon whom this ſort of retribution could 


have ſat more uneafily than upon Mr. 


Tyrrel. Though he had not a conſciouſ- 


x n 


' CALEB WILLIAMS. 257 


11 of roo prompting him con- 


_ tinually to recoil from the deteſtation of 


mankind as a thing totally unallied to 
his character, yet the imperiobſneſs of his 
temper and the conſtant exp rience he 


had had' of the pliaBility of other men, 


prepared him to feel the general and un- 


_ diſguiſed condemnation into which he 


was ſunk: with uncommon emotions of 


anger and impatience. That he, at the 


beam of whoſe eye every countenance }. 


fell, and whom in the fierceneſs of his 
wrath no one was daring enough to an- 
ſwer, ſhould now be regarded with avow- 


ed diſlike and treated with unceremonious 
cenſure, was a thing he could not endure 


to recollect or believe. Symptoms of the 
univerſal diſguſt ſmote him at every in- 
ſtant, and at every blow he writhed wit 
intolerable anguiſh. His rage was un- 
bounded and raving. He repelled every 
attack with the fierce indignation z 
while the more he ſtroggled, the more 
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deſperate his ſituation appeared to be- 
come. At length he determined to col- 
lect bis ſtrength for a deciſive effort, and 
to meet the whole tide of * opinion 
in à ſing le ſcene. 


In purſuance of hole 1 he re- 


ſolved to repair without delay to the rural 


aſſembly which I have already mentioned 
in the courſe of my ſtory. Miſs Melvile 
had now been dead one month. There 
was a ſort of buſtle that took place at his 
entrance, it having been agreed by a pri- 
vate vote among the gentlemen of the aſ- 
ſembly that Mr. Tyrrel was to be re- 
fuſed admittance, as a perfon with whom 
they did not chooſe to aſſociate. This 
vote had already been notified to him by 
letter by the maſter of the . ceremonies, 
but the intelligence was rather calculated 
to a man of Mr. Tyrrel's diſpoſition to 
excite defiance than to overawe. 
door of the aſſembly he was perſonally 


met by the maſter of the ceremonies, who 
- 2 FER 4 


At the 


had perceived the arrival of an equipage, 
and who now endeavoured to repeat his 
prohibition but he was thruſt aſide by 
Mr. Tyrrel with an air of native autho- 
rity and ineffable contempt. As he en- 


tered, every eye was turned upon him. 
Preſently all the gentlem nen in the room 
aſſembled round him. Some endeavour- 


ed to huſtle him, and others began to ex- 


poſtulate. But he found the ſecret ef- 
fectually to ſilence the one ſet, and to 
ſhake off the other. His muſcular form, 


the well-known eminence of his intellec- 


LP 


tual powers, the long habits. 
every man was formed of acknowledging 
his aſcendancy, were all in his favour. He 
conſidered himſelf as playing a deſperate 


ſtake, and had rouſed all the energies he 


poſſeſſed to enable him to do juſtice to ſo 


intereſting a tranſaction, Diſengaged Y 
from the inſets that had at firſt peſtered 
him, he paced up and down the room 


with a magiſterial ſtride, and flathed an 
| angry 
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angry glance on every fide He then 
broke ſilence. If any one had any 
thing to ſay to him, he ſhould know 
where and» how to anſwer him. He 
would adviſe any ſuch perſon however to 
. conſicer well what he was about. If any 
man imagineq he had any thing perſon- 
ally to complain of, it was very well. 
But be did expect that nobody there 
would be ignorant and raw enough to 
meddle with what was no buſineſs of 
theirs, and intrude into the concerns of 
$0 man's Private family.” 

'H his b. ing a ſort of defiance; one and 
mother gentleman advanced to anſwer it. 
He that was firſt began to ſpeak; but 
Mr. Tyrrel, by the expreſſion of his 
countenance and a peremptory tone, by 
well-timed interruptions and pertinent in- 
ſinuations, cauſed him firſt to heſitate, 
and then to be ſilent. He ſeemed to be 


faſt advancing to the triumph he had pro- 


miſed himſelf, The whole company 


Were 
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were aGnlthcd; They felt the ſame ab- 
horrence and condemnation of his cha- 


racter; but they could not help admir- 


ing the courage and reſources he diſplay- 


ed upon the preſent occaſion. They 
could without difficulty have concentred 
afreſh their indignant feelings, but oy 


ſeemed to want a leader. | 
At this critical moment Mr. Falkland 


entered the room. He had been abſent 
the laſt week in a diſtant part of the 
country, and was now returned two or 
three days ſooner than he expected. Mr. 


Tyrrel had willingly embraced this op- 


portunity, truſting that, if he could now 


effect his re- eftabliſhment, he ſhould 


eaſily preſerve the ground he had regain- 


ed even in the face of his moſt formidable 


rival. Mr. Tyrrel was certainly not defi- 


cient in courage; but he conceived that 


the prelent was too important an epocha 

in his life to allow him to make any un- 

neceſſary riſk. in his chance for future | 
eaſe 
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| eaſe and importance. He vou d gladly 
have diſpenſed with the 2 of the 
new comer. 


Both he and Mr. F Ak land 3 at 


fight of each other. Mr. Falkland ad- 


vanced towards him without a moment's 


pauſe, and in a peremptory voice aſked 
him, what he did there? 
Here ? What do you- mean by the 7 
This place is as free to me as you, and 
you are the laſt perſon to whom I ſhall 
deign to give an account of myſelf. 
Sir, the place is not free to you. Do 


not you know you have been voted out? 


Whatever were your rights, your infamous 
conduct has forfeited them. 
Mr. what do you call yourſelf, if you 


have any thing to ſay to me, chooſe a pro- 


per time and place. Do not think to put 
on your bullying airs under ſhelter of this 
company! I will not endure it. 

You are miſtaken, ſir. This ke 


ſcene j is the only place where ] can have 


any 


tifh 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 2863 


any ching to ſay to you. If you would 


not hear of the univerſal indignation of 
mankind, you muſt not come into the ſo- 


ciety of men. Miſs Melvile! Shame 
upon you, inhuman, unrelenting tyrant! 
Can you hear her name, and not en into 
the earth? Can you retire into ſolitude, 
and not ſee her pale and patient ghoſt 


riſing to reproach you? Can you recollect 
her virtues, her innocence, her ſpotleſs 


manners, her unreſenting temper, and not 


run diſtracted with remorſe ? Have you 
not killed her in the firſt bloom of her 


youth? Can you bear to think that ſhe 


now lies mouldering in the grave through 


your curſed contrivance, that deſerved a a 
crown, ten thouſand times more than you - 


deſerve to live? And do you expect that 


mankind will ever forget, or forgive ſuch 


a deed? Go, miſerable wretch; think 
yourſelf too happy that you are permitted 
to fly the face of mari ! Why, what a pi- 
tiful figure do you make at this moment! 

Do 


+ LL OMG 
iin Pal 


— 


— — — 
— 


* - * 2 — 
— . 7 — — 
oh —ä— ig i ar ere dere. — 
- ——— 
— —— 
— — — 
I Re ran te 


5 ADVENTURES or 


Do you think that any thing could bring 
ſo hardened a wretch as you are, to ſhrink 


from reproach, if your conſcience were 


not in confederacy with him that re- 


proached you? And were you fool 


, enough to believe that any obſtinacy 
however determined could enable you to 


_ deſpiſe the keen rebuke of | juſtice? Go, 
go, ſhrink into your miſerable ſelf ! Be- 
gone, and let me never be blaſted with 


your ſight again! „ 
And here, however 8 it may 


appear, Mr. Tyrrel began to obey his im- 
perious cenſurer. His looks were full of 
wildneſs and horror; his limbs trembled; 

and his tongue refuſed its office. He 
felt no power of reſiſting the impetuous 


torrent of reproach that was poured upon 


him. He beſitated; he was aſhamed of 
his own defeat; he ſeemed to wiſh to 
deny it. But his ſtruggles were ineffec- 
tual ; every attempt periſhed in the mo- 
ment it was made. The general voice 

| | Was 
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was eager to abaſh him. As his confu- 
fion became more viſible, the outcry in- 
creaſed, It ſwelled gradually to hootings, 

tumult, and a deafening noiſe of indigna- 


tion. At length he willingly retired from. 
the public ſcene, unable any longer to 
endure the ſenſations it inflicted. 


ln about an hour and a half he re- 
turned. No precaution had been taken 


againſt this incident, for nothing could be 
In the interval he had 
intoxicated himſelf with large draughts 
In a moment he was in a part 
of the room where Mr. Falkland was 


more unexpected. 


of brandy. 


ſtanding, and with one blow of his muſ- 
cular arm levelled him with the earth, 


The blow however was not ſtunning, and 


Mr. F alkland roſe again immediately. 
Ie is obvious to perceive how unequal he 
muſt have been to this ſpecies of conteſt. 


He was ſcarcely riſen, before Mr. Tyr- 
rel repeated his blow. Mr. Falkland 
was now upon his guard, and did not fall. 
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But Slows of his adverſary were re- 


doubled with a rapidity difficult to con- 
ceive, and Mr. Falkland was once again 
brought to the earth. In this ſituation 
Mr. Tyrrel kicked his proſtrate enemy, 
and ſtooped, apparently with the inten- 


tion of dragging him along the floor. 
All this paſſed in a moment, and the gen- 
tlemen preſent had not time to recover 
their ſurpriſe. They now interfered, and 


Mr. Tyrrel once more quitted the apart- 
ment. ; 1 

It is difficult to conceive of any event 
more terrible to the individual upon 
whom it fell, than the treatment which 
Mr. Falkland in this inſtance experienced. 


Every paſſion of his life was calculated 


to make him feel it more acutely. He 

had repeatedly e moſt uncom- 
mon energy and prudence to prevent the 
miſunderſtanding between Mr. Tyrrel 


and himſelf from proceeding to extremi- 
ties; but in vain! It was cloſed with a 
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eataſtrophe exceeding all that he had 


feared, or that the moſt penetrating fore- 
ſight could have ſuggeſted. To Mr. 
Falkland diſgrace was worſe than death. 
The ſlighteſt breath of diſhonour would 


have ſtung him to the very ſoul. What 
muſt it have been with this complication 


of ignominy, baſe, humiliating and pub- 
lic? Could Mr. Tyrrel have une 


the evil he inflicted, even he under all his 


circumſtances of provocation could hard- 
ly have perpetrated it. Mr. Falkland's 
mind muſt have been full of uproar like 
the war of contending elements, and of 
ſuch ſuffering as caſts contempt on the 
refinements of inventive cruelty, He 
wiſhed no doubt for annihilation, to lie 
down in eternal oblivion, in an inſenſibi- 
lity, which compared with what he expe- 


rienced was ſcarcely leſs enviable than 


beatitude itſelf. Horror, deteſtation, re- 


venge, inexpreſſible longings to ſhake off 
the evil, and a perſuaſion that in this caſe 


N 2 | all 
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all effort was powerleſs, muſt have filled 


his ſoul even to burſting. 


One other event cloſed the tranſactions 


of this memorable evening. Mr. Falk- 
land was baſfled of the vengeance that 
yet remained to him. Mr. Tyrrel was 
found by ſome of the company dead in 
the ſtreet, having been murdered at the 


diſtance of a few yards from che aſſembly 
houſe, 
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CHAP. XI. 


I SHALL endeavour to ſtate the remain- 
der of this narrative in the words of Mr. 
Collins. The reader has already had oc- 
caſion to perceive that Mr. Collins was a 


man of no vulgar order; and his reflec- 


tions on this ſubje& were uncommonly 
judicious, * TE | 


This day was the criſis of Mr. 
Falkland's hiſtory, From hence took its 


beginning that gloomy and unſociable 
melancholy of which he has ſince been 


the victim. No two characters can be 


in certain reſpects more ſtrongly contraſt- 
ed, than the Mr. Falkland of a date prior 


and ſubſequent to theſe events, Hither- 


to he had been attended by a fortune per- 


petually proſperous. His mind was ſan- 
Suine : full of that undoubting confi- 
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dence in its own powers which proſperity 
is qualified to produce. Though the 
habits of his life were thoſe of a ſerious 
and ſublime viſionary, they were never- 
theleſs full of chearfulneſs and ti anquil- 
 biry. But from this moment his pride 
and the lofty adventurouſneſs of his ſpi- 
rit were effectuall ſubdued, From an 
object of envy he was changed into an 
object of compaſſion, Life, which hi- 
| therto no one had fo exquiſitely enjoy- 
ed, became a burthen to him. No more 
ſelf· complacency, no more rapture, no 
more felf-approving and heart-tranſport- 
ing benevolence! He, who had lived be- 
yond any man upon the grand and ani- 
mating reveries of the imagination, ſeem- 
ed now to have no viſions but of anguiſh 
and deſpair. His cafe was peculiarly 
worthy of ſympathy, ſince no doubt, if 
rectitude and purity of diſpoſition could 
give a title to happineſs, few men could 
8 exhibit 
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exhibit a more conſiſtent and powerful 
claim than Mr. F alkland. 


He was too deeply pervaded with the 


| idle and groundleſs romances of chivalry 
ever to forget the ſituation, humiliating 
and diſhonourable according to his ideas, 


in which he had been placed upon this 
occaſion. There is a myſterious ſort of 


divinity annexed to the perſon of a true 


knight, that makes any ſpecies · of brute 


violence committed upon it indelible and 
immortal. To be knocked down, cuffed, 
kicked, dragged along the floor! ſacred 
heaven, the memory of ſuch a treatment 
was intolerable! No future luſtration 
could ever remove the ſtain: and, what 
was perhaps {till worſe in the preſent caſe, 
the offender having ceaſed to exiſt, the 
juſtration which the laws of knight. er- 


rantry preſcribe was rendered impoſſible. 


« In fome future period of human 


improvement it is probable that that ca- 


lamity will be in a manner unintelligible, 
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which in the preſent inſtance contributed 
to tarniſh and wither the excellence of ene 
of the moſt elevated and amiable of hu- 
man minds. If Mr. Falkland had re- 
flected with perfect accuracy upon the. 
caſe, he would probably have been able 
to look down with indifference upon a 
wound which, as it was, pierced to his 
very vitals. How much more dignity 
than in the modern duelliſt do we find in 
Themiſtocles, the moſt gallant of the 

Greeks ; who, when Eurybiades, his com- 
mander in chief, in anſwer to ſome of his 
remonſtrances, lifted his cane over him 
with a menacing air, accoſted him in 
that noble apoſtrophe, Strike, but hear? 
How would a man of true diſcern- 
ment in ſuch a caſe reply to his brutal 
aſſailant? „I make it my boaſt that 1 
* can endure calamity and pain: ſhall 
] not be able to endure: the trifling 
5 inconvenience that your folly. can in- 
K flick upon me? Perhaps a human 
| ; being 
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_ being would be more accompliſhed, 

« if he underſtood the ſcience of perſonal 
8 defence; but how few would be the 
_ * occaſions ypon which he would be 


called to exert it > How few human 
« beings would he encounter ſo unjuſt . 


« and injurious as you, if his own con- 
duct were directed by the principles 
* of reafon and benevolence ? Beſide, 
© how narrow would be the uſe of this 


« ſcience, when acquired ? It wilt 


* ſcarcely put the man of delicate 
„ make and petty ſtature upon a level 
« with the ataletic pugiliſt; and, if it 


did in ſome meaſure ſecure me againſt 


the malice of a ſingle adverſary, ſtill 
« my perſon and my life, ſo far as mere 


force is concerned, would always be 


e at the mercy of two. Farther than 
immediate defence againſt actual 
« yiolence it could never be of uſe to 


«© me. The man who can deliberately 
3 5. meet 
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meet his adverſary for the — 6f ö 


* expoling the perſons of one or both 


of them to injury, tramples upon 
every principle of reaſon and. equity. 
Duelling is the vileſt of all egotiſm, 
treating the public, which has a claim 


to all my powers and exertions, as if 


it were nothing, and myſelf, or ra- 
ther an unintelligible chimera I annex 
to myſelf, as if it were entitled to my 


_ excluſive attention. I am unable to 
cope with you: what then? Can 
that circumſtance diſhonour me? No; 
1 can only be diſhonoured by perpe- 


trating an unjuſt action. My honour 
is in my own keeping, beyond the 
reach of all mankind. Strike ! I am 
paſſive. No injury that Fou can in- 
flict ſhall provoke me to expoſe you 


or myſelf to unneceſſary evil. I refuſe 


that; but I am not therefore puſilla- 


nimous: when I refuſe apy danger 


ws or 
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or ſuffering by which the general good 
„ may be promoted, chen brand me for 4 
a coward !” | | | | 
<<. Theſe reaſonings, however 1 5 
and irreſiſtible they muſt be found by a 


” diſpaſſionate enquirer, are little reflected 
on by the world at large, and were moſt 
of all uncongenial to the prejudices of Wt 
Mr. Falkland. But the public difgrace | 
and chaſtiſement that had been impoſed "0 
upon him, intolerable as they were to be 
recollected, were not the whole of the 
miſchief that redounded to our unfortu- 
nate patron from the tranſactions of that 
day. It was preſently whiſpered that he 
was no other than the murderer of his 
antagoniſt, This rumour was of too 
much importance to the very continuance i 
of his life, to juſtify its being concealed —__ 9 
from him. He heard it with ine xpreſſible | . 
ſtoniſhment and. horror; it formed a 
dreadful addition to the Joad of intel- 
ual anguiſh that already oppreſſed 
TA 
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him. No man had ever held his re- 


putation ſo dear to him as Mr. Falk- 


land; and now in one day he was fallen 
Under the moſt exquiſite calamities, a 
complicated perſonal inſult, and the im- 


putation of the fouleſt of crimes, He 


might have fled; for no one was for- 
ward to proceed againſt a man ſo adored 
as Mr. Falkland, or in revenge of one 
ſo univerſally execrated as Mr. Tyrrel. 
But flight he Uiſdained, In the mean 
time the affair was of too ferious a 


magnitude, the rumour unchecked ſeem- 


ed daily to increaſe in ſtrength, and the 
magiſtrates were at length obliged to- 
take ſome ſteps upon the ſubject. With- 
out cauſing him to be apprehended, they 
ſent to deſire he would appear before. 
them at one of their meetings, They 
inveſtigated the particulars of the ſtory. 
What could they do? The recentneſs of 
the quarrel, and the odious nature of the 
inſult given by Mr, Tyrrel were noto- 
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rious. Mr. Falkland had left the rooms 
immediately after his, aſſartant; and, 
though he had been attended by one or 
two of the gentlemen to his inn, it ap- 
peared that he had left them upon ſome 
flight pretence as ſoon as he arrived at it, 
and, when they enquired for him of the 
waiters, they were given to underſtand that 
hs had mounted his horſe and rode home. 
In conſideration of theſe particulars the 
magiſtrates concluded that they could not / 
be juſtified but in committing Mr. Falk- \ 
land topriſon, His defence was manly, lo- 
gical, and impreſſive. But, though they- 
entertained the ſtrongeſt preſumption of 
his innocence, they conceived: that they 
| were obliged in their capacity to proceed 
upon the unfortunate circumſtances that 
appeared againſt the accuſed, and commit 
him for his deliverance to a trial by his 
country. In all this Mr, Falkland was 
nearly paſſive. He ſeemed to fear by too 
7 direct an appeal to judicature to render 
more 
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more preciſe an imputation the memory 
of which he deprecated, at the ſame 
time that he was ſufficiently willing to- 
meet the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, and, if he 
could not hope to have it forgotten that 
he had ever been accuſed, to prove in 
the moſt ſatisfactory manner that the 
accuſation was unjuſt. 
Never in this quarter of the iſland 
was a court more crowded with perſons. 
of the higheſt diſtinction than upon Mr. 
Falkland's trial. Never was expectation 
wrought to a higher pitch, or the paſſions 
of men more profoundly imercſled. 
You ſeem never to have heard of this 
memorable tranſaction; and indeed that 
is little to be wondered at, ſince the 
good nature of the world is intereſted in 
ſuppreſſing it, and it is deemed a diſgrace 
to a man to have held up his hand at a 
criminal bar, though acquitted with cir- 
cumſtances the moſt ſatisfactory and 
honourable. It may be ſuppoſed that 
* 
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this ſuppreſſion is particularly acceptable 
to Mr. Falkland; and I ſhould not have 
acted in contradiction to his modes of 
| thinking i in communicating the ſtory to 


you, had there not been circumſtances of 


peculiar urgency that ſcemed to render 
the communication deſirable. | 


<« The facts adduced u bon the trial 


were preciſely thoſe which had already 
been laid before the magiſtrates. By the 
nature of the caſe no particular facts 
could be ſtated in balance againſt theſe. 
As foon as the evidence for the crown. 
had been gone through, Mr. Falkland 
immediately proceeded to his defence. 
Several copies of the trial were made, 
and Mr. Falkland ſeemed for a ſhort 
time to have had the idea of ſending it to 
the preſs. I have one of theſe copies in 
my poſſeſſion, and 1 will read from it the 
ſpeech of the accuſed, as it was taken 
down in court.“ . this, Mr. Col- 


lins . 


3 . 
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lins roſe, and took it from a n 
drawer in his eſcritoire. 

My lord, and „, eee of the 

Jury, 

I ſtand here accuſed of a crime the 
moſt black that any human creature is 
capable of perpetrating. I am innocent. 
E have no fear that I ſhall fail to make 
every perſon in this court acknowledge 
my innocence. In the mean time what 
muſt be my feelings? Conſeious as I am 
of deſerving approbation and not cen- 
ſure, of having paſſed my life in acts of 
juſtice and philanthropy, can any thing 
be more deplorable than for me to ſtand 
here to anſwer a charge of murder? So 
wiretched is my ſituation, that I cannot 
accept your gratuitous acquittal, if you 
ſhould be diſpoſed to beſtow it. I muſt 
anſwer to an imputation, the very 
thought of which 1s'ten thouſand times 
worſe than death, I muſt exert "che 
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whole e energy of my mind to prevent my 
being ranked with the vileſt of men. 


« Gentlemen, this is a ſituation in- 


which a man may be allowed to boaſt. 
Accurſed ſituation! No man need envy 


me the vile and polluted triumph I am 


now to gain! I have called no witneſſes 
to my character. Great God! what 
ſort of a character is that which muſt be 
ſupported by witneſſes? But, if I muſt 


ſpeak, look round the court, aſk of every 


one preſent, enquire of your own hearts ! 
Not one word of reproach was ever 


whiſpered againſt my character. I do 


not heſitate to call upon thoſe who have 
| known me moſt to afford me the moſt 
honourable teſtimony. 


« My life has been fpent in hs keeneſt | 


and - moſt unintermitred ſenſibility to 


reputation. I am almoſt indifferent as 


to what ſhall be the event of this 


day. I would not open my mouth 
upon the occaſion, if my life were 
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the only thing chat was at ſtake. It is 
not in the power of your verdict to reſtore 
to me my unblemiſhed reputation, to 
obliterate the diſgrace I have ſuffered, 
or to prevent it from being remembered 
that I have been brought to trial upon a 
charge of murder. Your verdict can 
never have the efficacy to prevent the 
miſerable remains of my exiſtence from 
being the moſt intolerable of all bur- 
thens. 

« Tam accuſed = 3 committed 
murder upon the body of Barnabas 
Fyrrel. I would moſt joyfully have 
given every farthing I poſſeſs, and de- 
voted mylelf to perpetual beggary, to 
| have preſerved his life. His life was 
precious to me, beyond that of all man- 
kind. In my opinion the greateſt in- 
juſtice committed by his unknown aſſaſſin 


Wuoas that of defrauding me of my juſt 


revenge. 1 confeſs that I would have 
called him out to the field, and that our 
encounter 
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encounter ſhould not have been terminated | 


but by the death of one or both of us. 
This would have been a pitiful and ina- 


dequate compenſation for his ne 


leled inſult, but it was all that remained. 


I aſk for no pity, but I muſt open- 


ly declare that never was any misfor- 


tune ſo horrible as mine. I would wil 
lingly have taken refuge from the recol- 


lection of that night in a voluntary death. 
Life was now ſtripped of all thoſe re- 
commendations for the ſake of which it 
was dear to me. But even this conſola- 


tion is denied me. I am compelled to 
drag for ever the intolerable load of ex- 


iſtence, upon penalty, if at any period 


however remote I ſhake it off, of having : 


that impatience regarded as confirming 
a charge of murder. Gentlemen, if by 


your verdi& you could take away my 


life, without that act being connected 


with my diſgrace, I would bleſs the cord 


that 
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that ſuſpended the breath of my exiſt- 
ence for ever. 
Jou all knowhoweaGly I might have 
' ed from this purgation. If I had been 
guilty, ſhould I not have embraced the 
opportunity ? But, as it was, I could not. 
Reputation has been the idol, the jewel 

of my life. I could never have borne 
to think that a human creature in the re- 
moteſt part of the globe ſhould believe 
that I was a criminal. Alas! what a 
deity it is that I have choſen for my wor- 
ſhip! I have entailed upon myſelf ever- 
laſting agony and deſpair ! 

“ have, but one word to add. Gen- 
tlemen, I charge you to do me the im- 
perfect juſtice that your office puts in 
your power ! My life 1s a worthleſs thing. 
But my honour, the paltry remains of 
honour T have now to boaſt, is in your 
judgment. It is little that you can do 
for me; but it is not leſs your duty to 
do that little. May that God who is 

= the 
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the fountain of honour and good, proſ- 
per and protect you! The man who now 
ſtands before you is devoted to perpetual 
barrenneſs and blaſt! He has nothing to 


hope for beyond the feeble conſolation 


of this day!“ 


« You will eaſily imagine that Mr. 


Falkland was acquitted with every cir- 


cumſtance of honour. Nothing is more 


to be deplored in human inſtitutions 


than that the forms of juſtice ſhould thus 


ſubject a man, of whoſe innocence every 
one was convinced, to a ſpecies of pur- 
gation to which the ideas of mankind 


have annexed a ſentiment of diſgrace, 
Nobody entertained the ſhadow of a 


doubt upon the ſubject, and yet a mere 


incidental concurrence of circumſtances 
made it neceſſary that the beſt of men 


ſhould be publicly arraigned as if really 
under ſuſpicion of an atrocious crime, 
It may be granted indeed that Mr. Falk- 
land had his faults, but thoſe very faults 
6 „„ 2 as 
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placed him at a ſtill farther diſtance from 
the criminality in queſtion. He was 
the fool of honour and fame; a man 
whom in the purſuit of reputation no- 
thing could divert; who would have 
purchaſed the character of a true, gal- 
lant and undaunted hero at the expence 
of worlds, and who thought every cala- 
mity nominal but a ſtain upon his ho- 
nour. How atrociouſly abſurd: to ſup- 
poſe any motive capable of inducing ſuch 
a man to play the part of a lurking aſ- 
ſaſſin? How unfeeling to oblige him to 
defend himſelf. from ſuch an imputation 
in a court of juſtice ? Did any man, and 
leaſt of all a man of the pureſt honour, 
ever paſs in a moment from a life un- 
ſtained by a ſingle act of injury to the 
conſummation of human depravity ? 

«© When the verdi& of the jury was 
given, a general murmur of applauſe 
and involuntary tranſport burſt forth in 
the court. It was at firſt low, and gra- 

| = dually 
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dually became louder. As it was the 
expreſſion of rapturous delight and an 
emotion diſintereſted and divine, ſo there 
was an indeſcribable ſomething in the 
very ſound that carried it home to the 
heart, and convinced every ſpectator that 
no perſonal pleaſure ever exiſted that was 
not fooliſh and feeble in the compariſon, 
Every one ſtrove who ſhould moſt ex- 
preſs his eſteem of the amiable accuſed. 
Mr. Falkland was no ſooner withdrawn, 
than the gentlemen in the court crowd- 
ed together to conſult how they ſhould _ 
moſt effectually expreſs their congratu- 
lation. They immediately named a de- 
putation to wait upon him for that pur- 
poſe. The grand jury and the petty 
jury drew up an addreſs of a ſimilar na- 
ture. The very judges and counſel, 
though leſs acquainted with his perſonal 
character, were ſtrongly impreſſed with 
the mute and univerſal teſtimony they 
witneſſed in his favour, and zealouſly 
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concurred to aſſiſt the general ſenti- 
ment. It was a fort of ſympathetic feel. 
ing that took hold upon all ranks and 
degrees. The multitude received him 
with huzzas, they toek his horſes from 
his carriage, dragged him in triumph, 
and attended him many miles in, his re- 
turn to his own habitation. It ſcemed 
as if a public trial before a criminal 
judge, which had hitherto been conſider- 
ed in every event as a brand of diſgrace, 
was converted in the preſent inſtance in- 
to an gccaſion of enthuſiaſtic adoration 
and unexampled honour, 5 
But nothing could reach the heart 
of Mr. Falkland. He was not inſenſi- 
ble to the general kindneſs and exer- 
tions; but it was too evident that the 
melancholy that had taken hold of his 

mind was invincible. 

It was only a few weeks af this 
memorable trial that the real murderer 
was diſcovered. Every part of this 
. -  * ory 
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ſtory was extraordinary. The real mur- 
derer was Hawkins. He was found 
with his ſon under a feigned name at a 
village at about thirty miles diſtance, 
in want of all the neceſſaries of life. He 
had lived here from the period of his 
flight in fo private a manner, that all the 
_ enquiries that had been ſet on foot by 
the benevolence of Mr. Falkland or the 
inſatiable malice of Mr. Tyrrel had been 
| inſufficient to diſcover him. The firſt 
thing that had led to the detection 
was a parcel of clothes covered with 
blood that were found in a ditch, and 
\ which, when drawn out, were known by 
the Peopee of the village to belong to 
this man. The murder of Mr. Tyrrel 
was not a circumſtance that could be un- 
known, and ſuſpicion was immediately 
rouſcd. A diligent ſearch being made, 
the ruſty handle with part of the blade 
of a knife was found thrown in a corner 
of his lodging, which being applied to 
Nor. tl. | 0 a piece 
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a piece of the point of a knife that had 
been broken in the wound, appeared 
exactly to correſpond. Upon farther 
_ enquiry two ruſtics, who had been acci- 
dentally on the ſpot, remembered to 
Iave ſeen Hawkins and his ſon in the 
town that very evening, and to have 
called after them, and received no anſwer, 
though they were ſure of their perſons. 
Upon this accumulated evidence both 
Hawkins and his ſon were tried, con- 
demned and afterwards executed. In 
the interval between the ſentence and 
execution Hawkins confeſſed his guilt 
with many marks of compunction; 
though there are perſons by whom 
this is denied; but I have taken ſome 
pains to_ enquire into the fact, and am 
perſuaded that their diſbelief | is precipi- 

tate and groundleſs. 
The cruel injuſtice that this man 
had ſuffered from his village tyrant was 
6 not 
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not forgotten upon the preſent occaſion. 
It was by a ſtrange fatality that the. bar- 
barous proceedings of Mr. Tyrrel ſeemed 
never to fall ſhort of their completion; 
and even his death ſerved eventually to 
conſummate the ruin of a man he hated, a 
circumſtance, which, if it could have come 
to his knowledge, would perhaps have in 
ſome meaſure conſoled him for his untimely 
end. This poor Hawkins was ſurely entitled 
to ſome pity, ſince his being finally urged 
to deſperation, and brought, together 
with his ſon, to an ignominious fate, was 
originally owing to the ſturdineſs of his 
virtue and indgpendence. But the com- 

paſſion of the public was in a great meas» 
ſure ſhut againſt him, as they thought it 
a piece of barbarous and unpardonable 
ſelfiſhneſs, that he had not rather come 
boldly forward to meet the conſequences 
of his own conduct, than ſuffer a man 
of ſo much public worth as Mr. Falk- 
ed LY = land, 
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land, and who had been fo deſirous of 

doing him good, to be tried for a mur- 

der that he had committed. 

Prom this time to the preſent Mr. 
Falkland has been nearly ſuch as you at 

Preſent ſee him. Though it be ſeveral 


years ſince theſe tranſactions, the impreſ- 


ſion they made is for ever freſh in the 
mind of our unfortunate patron, From 
tbenceforward his habits became totally 
different. He had before been fond of 
public ſcenes, and acting a part in the 
midſt of the pdople among whom ke im- 
mediately reſided. He now made himſelf 
a rigid recluſe. He had no affociates, 
no friends. Inconſolable himſelf, he yer 
wiſhed © to treat others with Kindnefs, 
There was a ſolemn ſadnefs in his manner, 
attended with the moſt perfect gentleneſs 
and humanity. Every body reſpects him, 
for his benevolence is unalterable; but 
there is a ſtately coldneſs and reſerve in his 
behaviour, which makes it difficult for 


| thoſe 
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thoſe about him to regard him with the 
familiarity of affection. Theſe ſymp- 
toms are uninterrupted, except at certain 
times when his ſufferings become into- | 
lerable, and he diſplays the marks of a 
furious inſanity. At thoſe times his 
language is fearful and myſterious, and 
he ſeems to figure to himſelf by turns 
| every ſort of perſecution and alarm which 
may be ſuppoſed to attend upon an 


accuſation of murder. But, ſenſible of : 


his own weakneſs, he is anxious at ſuch 
times to withdraw into ſolitude ; and his 
domeſtics in general know nothing 
of him but the uncommunicative and 
haughty, but mild dejection that accom- 
panies 155 thing he does,” 
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land, and who had been fo deſirous of 
doing him good, to be tried for a mur- 
der that he had committed. 
From this time to the preſent Mr. 

Falkland has been nearly ſuch as you at 
Preſent ſee him. Though it be ſeveral 

years ſince theſe tranſactions, the impreſ- 
ſion they made is for ever freſh in the 
mind of our unfortunate patron. From 

| thenceforward his habits became totally 
different. He had before been fond of 
public ſcenes, and acting a part in the 
midſt of the people among whom ke im- 
mediately reſided. He now made himſelf 
a rigid recluſe. He had no aſſociates, 
no friends. Inconſolable himſelf, he yet 
| wiſhed © to treat others with kindnefs, 
There was a ſolemn ſadnefs in his manner, 
attended with the moſt perfect gentlenefs 
and humanity. Every body reſpects him, 
for his benevolence is unalterable; but 
there is a ſtately coldneſs and reſerve in his 
behaviour, which makes it difficult for 
\ _ thoſe 
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thoſe about him to regard him with the 
familiarity of affection. Theſe ſymp- 
toms are uninterrupted, except at certain 
times when his ſufferings become into- 
lerable, and he diſplays the marks of a 
furious inſanity. At thoſe times his 
language is fearful and myſterious, and 2 
he ſeems to figure to himſelf by turns 
every ſort of perſecution and alarm which 
may be ſuppoſed to attend upon an 
accuſation of murder. But, ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs, he is anxious at ſuch 
times to withdraw into ſolitude ; and his 
domeſtics in 2 oo know nothing 
of him but the uncommunicative and 
haughty, but mild dejection that accom- 
panies every thing he does.“ 
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Page 31, line 2 from ths 


bottom, read all the 
itatelineſs. : a 
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| Vol. II. 
Page 84, line 4 from the bottom, read ſeeking, 
Page 208, line 7, dele fuddenly. 
DN 4 War HR 
Page 88, line 2 from the bottom, read country. 
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